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Much has happened since we have sheltered-at-home out of loving concern for one another 
during this COVID-19 emergency. 
 
+ Spring came ‒ although, at first, only in the opinion of astronomers and the Punxsutawney ground-

hog. Finally now we see for ourselves the sunny blue skies and the forsythia, red winged blackbirds 
and chirping sparrows. We can breathe in the warm, fresh goodness of God’s creation once again. 

 
+ The darkness of Jesus’ suffering and death was been swallowed up by the joy of his resurrection. 

And since Christ lives, we too have been gifted with new life in him. New energy, new purpose, new 

possibilities are all ours, no matter how threateningly the news headlines might scream. And each of 
you has found new and creative ways to live this joy by honoring and caring for one another. 

 
+ We have had to let go of some traditions we treasured and some milestones that we eagerly 

awaited. Senior seasons never played, proms not attended, birthdays apart, goodbyes not spoken 
in person. Each of these is its own kind of grief to be observed with respect and grace. And we have 
embraced one another with compassion in all these moments during these weeks. We have endured 
with one another; and our church has grown stronger because of it. 

 
We have been physically distanced – but bound together more truly than ever. Worshipping with 
another while in our homes, showing faithfulness in the minute by minute routine of our radically 

changed lives. There has perhaps never been a time when we have been more like the very early Chris-
tian church than we are right now. 

   
What an appropriate time for us to celebrate Pentecost. The resur-
rected Jesus directed his followers to remain in Jerusalem until they 
received the Holy Spirit. And in Jerusalem they stayed: praying and 
worshipping and caring for one another where they were. And right 
where they were ‒ inside ‒ the Holy Spirit found them. Roared in and 

filled them. Set them on fire and sent them into the world to take 
their prayer and worship and care out in Jesus’ name. And here we are, 

now, we followers of the resurrected Jesus, on fire still. 
 
 
Though we don’t know exactly when, sometime soon we will be out in the world. So, two questions: 
 
What is there that we can still do while we are in this time of greater sheltering? What possibilities and 
opportunities are there still for us – for you – to be compassionate, to honor one another, and to embrace 
one another? 
 
When God sends us out anew in the next few weeks, how will we carry our prayers, our worship, and 
our care into our communities, local and further? On the first Pentecost, the followers of Jesus were not 
just simply allowed out – they were sent into the world. How will we ‒ how will you ‒ burn bright in the 
world? 
 

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after light-
ing a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

In Christ, 
Pastor Nancy 
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Healing and Health 

+ Prayers for those suffering from addiction who remain in denial and prayers of hope for the desire to shift toward 

recovery one day.   

+ Elizabeth Schatz (Bob Topping’s sister, in a nursing home and dealing with significant physical limitations) 

+ Mary Burdick (Marian Maxson’s sister-in-law, recovering from a fall) 

+ Dick Sheflin (rehabbing at home) 

+ Rev. Gene Fowler (in hospice care) and for his wife, Presbytery Head Rev. Amy Fowler 

+ Kenny Bronson (Ron Long’s nephew, suffering from COPD)  

+ Mary Thompson (Tom’s mother, facing several serious health challenges) 

+ Chelsea Marin (member of the Hellwig’s extended family, hit by a car as she walked) 
  
Homebound  

 Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott, Phyllis Osborne  
 
Other Joys and Concerns 

+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, teachers, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those working in the mental health 

field, and all other essential workers at this difficult, difficult time 

+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt 

+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah 

+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

We Want to Pray with You and for You 
 

If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the Church 

Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support you. Please 

give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you. 

 
Central Presbyterian 

Church’s 
 

2020 

Organ Recital Series 

Cancellation 
 

It is with deep regret that we have decided 

to cancel the organ recital series this year. 

There is so much uncertainty about when 

we can safely gather together again and, 

since the organists need time to prepare a 

concert, it is only fair to them to make this 

decision now. We look forward to having 

these wonderful musicians with us in the 

Spring of 2021 and hope you will be able 

to join us then.  

CPC MAY 
BIRTHDAYS 
  
2 Cara Lynch 

5 Shea Maxwell, Peter Vitello 

10 Blair and Reghan Maxwell 

11 My Tran 

13 Cathy Gardner, Benjamin Whitmore 

15 Karen Miskell 

16 Susan Moses, David Matthews, 

 Richard Hatheway Jr.  

21 Bryce Federico 

23 Cheryl Maxwell 

24 Anne Bishop, Daniel Miskell 

30 Ron Peterson 
31 Patricia Macauley 

 
If we have missed your birthday and 
you would like it to be included in the 
Church Mouse, please email, call, or stop 
by the Church Office and let us know the 
date! 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
Your Session met virtually on Thursday evening, April 23, and after careful and thorough discussion decided to con-
tinue the current church policies with respect to the coronavirus emergency. Our desire is to follow the way of Christ 
by caring for one another while helping to do our part to stop the spread of the virus. Therefore, the Session took the 
following actions: 
 
 In-person worship at Central Presbyterian Church has been suspended through May 24. Prior to each Sunday, 

a bulletin for the upcoming service will be emailed to everyone who receives the Church Mouse online. A recording 
of the worship service will be available online on the church's website (www.cpcgeneseo.org) on Sunday. If you 
would like a CD of the service, we would be happy to mail one to you. On Sunday afternoon, copies of the sermon 
will be emailed to the entire congregation (and mailed to those who normally have the Church Mouse mailed to 
them). 

 In-person meetings/gatherings in the church building have been suspended through May 24. Meetings will 
take place virtually as needed. 

 Staff is being encouraged to work from home. If you need to contact Pastor Nancy, David, Marion, Aimee, 
Renee, or Georgia, please email them directly or call the church office (585-243-0669).  

 Access to the church building is being limited. If you need access to the church building, please email Marion 
(office@cpcgeneseo.org) or Pastor Nancy (pastor@cpcgeneseo.org) or call us at 585-243-0669. Even if you have a 
church key, please refrain from being in the building. 

 Pastoral care and other support will continue. We want to journey with you during this difficult time. Please con-
tact your group shepherd or Pastor Nancy (pastor@cpcgeneseo.org or 585-208-7606) with your prayer concerns or 
pastoral needs. We can decide together the best way to offer support.   

 We will help one another. There are many people in our congregation who have offered to help with special needs 
as they arise. Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you have such a need or if you are available to help. 

 
We will continue to monitor the situation to pay attention to how God will use us to be the healing and caring hands 

and feet of Christ during this crisis. 

   2020 Per Capita Giving 
 

per cap·i·ta \ pər-ˈka-pə-tə : (Latin) by or for each person 
 
 
Our Per Capita offering is how Presbyterians together share the costs of moving the 
church forward in the 21st century. Per Capita connects our congregation here at 
Central church with the work of the wider church: with the offices and activities of our 
Presbytery of the Genesee Valley, the Synod of the Northeast, and General Assembly 
of the PCUSA. Because of the Per Capita, these “higher” levels of the church support 

us here in Geneseo by assisting with vital services such as insurance and anti-sexual harassment training, 
with educational opportunities like Camp Whitman and Congregational Learning Day, and with calling and 
consulting with pastors and other congregational leaders.  
 
This year’s assessment for every member of every congregation in our presbytery is $34.68.  The total Per 
Capita payment due for 2020 for Central comes to roughly $7500 based our membership of 215. The Ses-
sion, on your behalf, has committed to paying the entire Per Capita amount of $7500 out of the 2020 budg-
et, even if members themselves do not fulfill their Per Capita obligation. 
  
Please consider paying your share by the end of May so that as we celebrate – we hope! – our return to in
-person worship on Pentecost Sunday on May 31, we will also take pride in having fulfilled our commitment 
to all our sister organizations who, like us, make use of the denomination’s resources throughout the 
year.  You may pay online or by sending a check to the church office. 
  
Many thanks for your support!  
The Stewardship & Finance Commission 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

http://www.cpcgeneseo.org
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Join us for Sunday Worship!  

 
Come worship together with your sisters and brothers of Central Church via live Zoom conferencing 
at 10 am on Sunday mornings. Service now includes prelude and postlude and complete hymns as well as 
prayers, Scripture texts, and Pastor Nancy’s sermon. The first time you use Zoom, you will be asked to 
download the Zoom software. Downloading requires pushing one button and takes only about a minute! 
 
 To connect to the worship service by computer, just copy and paste the following link in your 

computer browser (Google, Chrome, Edge, etc.): 
   

https://zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09 
Meeting ID: 973 0592 1768 
Password: 558424 
  

 To connect to the worship service by phone: 
   

Dial:   1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 973 0592 1768 
Password: 55842 
 
(If you are not in New York state, find the phone number to use in your location by going to: https://
zoom.us/u/abnQhpo2IN ). 
 

Remember that you can listen to the complete worship service online anytime. Simply go to the 
church website (cpcgeneseo.org) and click on “Listen to past sermons”. 

 

Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry 
 

The demand on the Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry has exploded! The needs of more than 
100 local families are being met through your generosity at this difficult time. Please contin-
ue your support by doing the following: 

 

1. Pray for the helpers at the food pantry and for the food pantry clients. Pray that all remain healthy and well. 
Pray that God graciously eases and resolves the hardship being experienced by each individual and family. 

2. Spread the word that the food pantry is open! Not all pantries are able to remain open at this time. The Gene-
seo/Groveland Food Pantry is welcoming all in particular in need.  

3. Donate food: the pantry is need of all kinds of nonperishable food, but especially canned protein containing 
at least 7 grams of protein (for example: beef stew, canned corned beef, chunky soups), canned fruits packed 
in juice (peaches and mixed fruit), canned vegetables (especially corn, green beans, carrots, peas), tuna, pea-
nut butter, bread, and spaghetti. 

To contact the food pantry directly, please call 585-991-8220. Thank you all! 

 
Central Presbyterian Church is set up as a charitable organization on Amazon Smile. 

Through this program, Amazon will donate a percentage of the cost of your purchase to the 

not-for-profit of your choice. Just sign up on Amazon Smile and choose Central Presbyterian 

as your charitable organization (signing up for Amazon Smile does not affect anything in 

your account on Amazon nor affect the price of your purchase).  
 

Here’s how to do it: 

1. Go to www.smile.amazon.com 

2. You will be prompted to select an organization. Be sure to select Central Presbyterian Church GENESEO, 

N.Y., as there will be other Central Presbyterian churches on the list.  

3. All of your Amazon account information will be transferred to the Smile account, and each time you go to 

Amazon you will be directed to that Smile account. 

https://zoom.us/u/abnQhpo2IN
https://zoom.us/u/abnQhpo2IN
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Join us for Bible Study!  

 
We will meet online via Zoom at 10:30 am on Monday mornings to discuss together Pastor Nancy’s 
preaching text for the following Sunday. For Bible Sunday on Monday, May 4, read John 14:1-14 
and join us! 
 
 To connect to the Bible Study by computer each Monday at 10:30 am through June 1 (NO Bi-

ble Study on Memorial Day, May 25), just copy and paste the following link in your computer 
browser (Google, Chrome, Edge, etc.): 

 
https://zoom.us/j/91159692214?pwd=NUNYVkJPL3ZyOWZNUFZ6ekg2VjAwUT09 
Meeting ID: 911 5969 2214 
Password: 421959 
 

The first time you use Zoom, you will be asked to download the Zoom software. Downloading requires 
only pushing one button and takes only about a minute! 

 
 To connect to the Bible Study by phone each Monday at 10:30 am through June 1 (NO Bible 

Study on Memorial Day, May 25): 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

 +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
 Meeting ID: 911 5969 2214 
 Password: 421959 

 
Note that this same log-in information can be used for each Bible Study meeting, so be sure to save this 
Church Mouse and this login information for Mondays to come! 
 

We look forward to having you with us! 

In celebration of the marriage of 

Janice Willer and Rick Fremming 

on Saturday, May 2 
 

a drive - by - parade will begin at 5:30 pm.! 
 

All are invited to wish the happy couple all the best as they 
begin their new life together by 

driving by Janice’s home (15 Westview Crescent, Geneseo)  
and making a fuss from your car!  

Be sure to honk, wave, and holler! 
Drive by, Honk and Wave! 

JUST 

MARRIED 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
Although we have postponed receiving the One 

Great Hour of Sharing offer until we again wor-

ship together in our sanctuary, let’s continue to 

fatten up our fish banks until we get the oppor-

tunity to return them in person. The One Great 

Hour of Sharing offering enables Central to share 

God’s love with our neighbors in need around the 

world by providing relief 

to those affected by natu-

ral disasters, providing 

food to the hungry, and 

helping to empower the 

poor and oppressed. 

Calling all 

High School Seniors! 

College Students! 
 

 
Due to the generosity of present and past CPC mem-

bers, Central is able to offer scholarships to college 

students who are members of our church. If you 

would like scholarship application materials emailed 

to you, please contact the church office. Applica-

tions and two letters of recommendation are due by 

June 19. If you have questions, please call Kathy 

Collins at 243-4775. Donations for the scholarship 

fund are welcome. 

Message from the Stewardship and Finance Commission 
 

Our habits in and out of church are changing amidst the COVID-19 emergency. For the next month we will 
continue to pause in-person worship and other church activities and gatherings. We know that helping Cen-
tral is important to you. Our work supporting our church family and our community will not stop because of 
this public health challenge.   
 
This is a friendly reminder that there are a number of ways you can continue your financial support of Cen-
tral’s work: 

 US Mail: Please be assured that if you mail in your donation, we will make certain it is counted 
properly and deposited in our bank account in a timely way. 

 E-Giving on CPC’s website: Central has been offering e-giving for the past five years and has a well-
established process to enable members to give online. 

 If you currently donate via e-giving, no change is needed at this time. 

 If you have not used e-giving in the past but would like to try it now, it is easy to initiate by click-
ing on the e-giving icon on our website.  Donations are made via your banking account or a credit 
card.  Ongoing or one-time options are available. 

 If you need help in setting up your account, please contact me at abishopny@gmail.com or 585-
259-8282.  I would be happy to call you and help walk you through the process. 

 Online Banking Bill Pay: You can also work directly with your bank to make donations 
online in the same way that you might pay a utility bill or make some other payment. 

 QR Code: You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; 
use the QR code (shown at right).  

 
Central is a strong church family. We will weather this together, even if we’re not together in our worship 
services. Your giving matters. Our church does important work sustained by your generosity. As we alter the 
way we operate during this unknown period of time, please consider how best to continue your gifts. It may 
be that you and your family are facing financial hardship during this period. If you need to make adjust-
ments to your 2020 pledge, do so knowing we are not fearful of scarcity at this time but are reassured by 
God’s sufficiency in our lives every day.  
 
God’s peace and blessings to all, 
Anne Bishop, Chair, Stewardship & Finance Commission 

mailto:abishopny@gmail.com
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Attention all youth and children! 
(And anyone who enjoys Bible Stories  

told in a really fun way!) 
 

Join us at 2:45 PM on Tuesday, May 5, for a time to visit with 
one another and to watch VeggieTales ‒ all while enjoying treats 

from SweetArts Bakery!  We will meet, talk, and watch VeggieTales together all through video confer-
encing. Our movie will start at 3:00 and last until about 3:30 PM. If you have never seen VeggieTales ‒ 
or haven’t watched an episode in a while ‒ come spend some time with us! 
 
Please email or call Aimee Rose (aimeejrose@gmail.com or 585-245-4575) if you would like to join in 
on the fun! Link to the videocall will be sent to you on Monday, May 4. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability (Acts 2:4) 

mailto:aimeejrose@gmail.com
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Central Presbyterian Church          
31 Center Street  
Geneseo, New York 14454  
(585) 243-0669  

Please provide articles for the May Church Mouse to 

the office no later than May 22, 2020. 

  
Central Presbyterian Church 
31 Center Street       Geneseo, NY 

 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669       Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      
Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org  Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  

 
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING 

 
We are happy to provide those who do not have an email address 

with a hard copy of the Church Mouse. Just contact the church 

office at 243-0669 or at office@cpcgeneseo.org.  and give us your 

name and address 

Pentecost Sunday 

May 31 

 
Daily Bread Devotional Guides 

  
If you would like to receive a Daily Bread Devotional Guide for 

March/April/May, please contact the church office, and we will 

be happy to mail one to you. You can also read the Daily Devo-

tionals online by going to https://odb.org/ and clicking on To-

day’s Devotional (Read Now). 

https://odb.org/

