
   

  
Working to Build God’s Beloved Community ‒ For Such a Time as This 
 
“For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance may rise from another quarter. ... 
But who knows? Perhaps you have come to your position for just such a time as this."   (Esther 4:14) 

 
In September, we at Central started our work together to learn more about structural racism, systematic and implic-

it bias, and white privilege. We entered this time with humility, knowing that such conversations are often difficult 

but are necessary to achieve understanding and reconciliation within our communities.  We entered this time with 

confidence that Christ’s Spirit would be present in our learning, molding and shaping us into people better able to 

see God’s image in every individual. 
 
Our anti-racism work began with the Elders and Deacons, who are reading White Awake by Rev. Daniel Hill. 

White Awake provides a clear and honest look at culture and identity in our public and private lives today. The 

CPC officers are also participating in two Anti-racism Workshops led by Dr. Sasha Eloi-Evans, Director of Multi-

cultural Programs and Services at SUNY Geneseo. Such a foundation gives our officers an opportunity to begin to 

listen and watch for the opportunities that the Spirit is opening for our church to build God’s Beloved Community. 

 
Now is the time for all of us to learn and grow. 
 
A Transformation Grant from the Presbytery of Genesee Valley has provided funding to purchase copies of White 

Awake for every member of the congregation. Copies of the book are available now at Sunday worship, during 

church office hours (Tuesday and Thursday, 9 am - noon), and by contacting the church office (call 243-0669, or 

email office@cpcgeneseo.org).  Read White Awake through the month of October, and then join us in November 

for two virtual discussions on being God’s diverse people together, led by Rev. Dr. John Welch, a theologian and 

bioethicist.  

 
In the meantime… 
 
Listen to some of the country’s leading experts in how issues of race impact the way we engage in God’s work in 

the world. Join us for the lecture series Jesus Christ And The “Dividing Wall'“ Race And God's Mission on the 

four Wednesday evenings in October:  10/7, 10/14, 10/21, and 10/28 at 7 pm, hosted by Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary. Simply connect with us via Zoom (just as you would for Sunday morning worship) by clicking the link: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86044028888?pwd=VlBUSDRPSWhPdlJnOFJKSE5yMnB0dz09  

We will then watch the lecture together, just as we watch and listen to worship together. You will even 

be able to submit questions to the speaker! If you have any questions about joining the lecture, please 

contact pastor Nancy (243-0669, pastor@cpcgeneseo.org). 

Church Mouse 
 

October 
         2020 

Pastor’s Message 

 
 

Celebrate the Reformation with us on 

October 25 
 
In our worship on October 25 we will celebrate our 
commitment to being “Reformed and always being 
reformed by the Holy Spirit”.    
Guest preacher will be Rev. Bruce Boak, honorably 
retired, who for many years served at First Presby-
terian Church in Pittsford. 

Salvation 
  in Christ alone 
  according to Scripture alone 
  by faith alone 

  through grace alone 
  for the glory of God alone 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86044028888?pwd=VlBUSDRPSWhPdlJnOFJKSE5yMnB0dz09
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        OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
2    Marion Andolina 

4    Aysia Bolesky 

5 Tom Whitmore 

10 Thomas Benedict 

11 Dan Carman, James McLean 

14 Jack Benedict, Bruce Rawleigh 

 
19  Linda Hatheway, Howard Viele 

22 Leslie McCurdy, Jeff Crane 

23 Amanda Hellwig, Laura Hellwig 

24 Stephanie Crissman, Lyle Lehman 

Dick Hatheway 

28 Judy Claprood 

Healing and Health   

+ Prayers for those suffering at this time: from addiction, depression, financial and employment worry, health concerns 
for themselves and for their families.  

+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, physically, or spirit-
ually  

+ Rev. Beth Rosler (the Rouleau’s daughter, for safety and energy as she deals with personal health challenges while 
pastoring her congregation)  

+ Caroline Wilson (in hospice care at Suzanne’s Comfort Care Home in Perry) 
+ Chelsea Ellis (now in spinal rehab in Colorado)  
+ Cindy (friend of Judy Claprood for more than 65 years, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer) 
+ Dr. David Manly (Cheryl Maxwell’s uncle, rehabbing after suffering a stroke) 
+ Doug Kelly (Julie Brocklehurst-Woods brother-in-law, being treated for prostate cancer)  
+ Edith Matthews (recovering from cataract surgery and at Morgan Estates) 
+ Family and friends living in areas where COVID-19 is surging  
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, beginning treatment for cancer)  
+ Rev. Gene Fowler (in hospice care) and for his wife, Rev. Amy Fowler (prohibited from visiting because of the 

COVID threat)  
+ Judy Claprood’s son (for his safety as he travels for work during this pandemic) and for others who must travel at this 

time  
+ Lisa Lindsay (the Rouleau’s niece) and all those who, because of underlying risk factors, must be especially careful 

during this time of coronavirus 
+ Mary Thompson (Tom’s mother, now in hospice care)  
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s husband, son, and grandson all were seriously injured in a boating 

accident) 
+ Tom Wilson (working on Hurricane Laura relief efforts in Louisiana with Hope Force International) 
+ Ward & Dorie (dear friends of the Rouleaus. Also for families everywhere whose lives are changed by Alzheimers and 

other dementias)    
Homebound  

+ Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott, Phyllis Osborne 
   

Other Joys and Concerns 

+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, teachers, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those working in the mental health 
field, police, firefighters, EMTs, and all other essential workers at this difficult, difficult time 

+ For teachers, administrators, and staff who are energetically and creatively designing and delivering instruction in our 
schools 

+ For students, parents, and caregivers transitioning to a new school year 
+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country 
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt 
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah 
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria  

In Our Prayers 

We Want to Pray with You and for You 
 

If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the 

Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support 

you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you. 

IF WE HAVE MISSED YOUR 

BIRTHDAY  and you would like it 

to be included in the Church Mouse, 

please email, call, or stop by the 

Church Office and let us know the 

date! 
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CPC HAPPENINGS 
 

Options for Worship at Central Church  
 

Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.   (Psalm 95:6)  
 
It is a joy once again to have the opportunity to gather in our sanctuary to worship our creating, redeeming, 
and sustaining God.   
 

As we gather in worship, we will be observing the following precautions: 
 

1. If you have a fever or do not feel well, or if you have been in the company of someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19, please do not attend worship. 

2. The bulletin will be emailed to you prior to worship. Please print out a copy of the bulletin  and 
bring it with you to worship. 

3. When you arrive, follow the signage concerning which doors to use. The lift, of course, will still 
be available for your use. 

4. Please wear your mask and clean your hands with hand sanitizer as soon as you enter the build-
ing. Keep your mask on while in the church building. 

5. The ushers will direct you so that you are seated a safe distance from others during worship. 
Please do not use pews that have their pew cushions flipped on their sides. 

6. For the safety of our staff, please do not enter the office hallway, the breezeway on the pulpit 
side of the chancel, or the chancel area. 

 
If you feel that it is unwise for you to attend worship at this time, you  can still watch the live worship 
service online at 10 AM Sunday morning via Zoom. Check the Mini Mouse for instructions on how to 
access Zoom using an internet connection or by telephone. 
 
To listen to a recording of the worship service anytime (or to listen to a past service), browse on your 
smart device to the church’s website: www.cpcgeneseo.org. Then click on “Listen to Past Sermons”.  

To Sing or Not to Sing 
 
Several of you have asked why we are not singing in worship, and I would like to share some 
thoughts. Let me preface these remarks by saying that I greatly miss your wonderful congre-
gational singing and am most anxious to come to a place where we can safely resume this 
worshipful and joyful practice. 
 

The answer to why we don’t sing during this pandemic lies in what hap-
pens as we sing (or shout, or exhale sharply for that matter). When we 
sing, microscopic particles rush from our mouths in a fountain of mist. 
Large droplets fall quickly to the ground, but the rush of air also creates 
an aerosolized mixture of everything that’s lingering in the mucus 
membrane of the pharynx. This is exactly where the coronavirus at-
taches and replicates, which it can do before we feel any symptoms. So, 
it is possible to have this virus and not know it, and ‒ through singing ‒ 
spread it in the air for a considerable distance around us. Masks are 

helpful in keeping things to ourselves, but for now it seems best to err on the side of caution 
and wait for the time when we can once again sing confidently and safely. 
 



 4 

  

Special Veterans Event  
 

On Sunday, October 18th, our 
Sunday School students will 
have the opportunity to hear 
about the life of a Veteran. 
 
Please join us in the Social Hall 
after the Children’s Sermon!  
Older siblings and family mem-
bers are welcome too!  

Christian Education at Central Presbyterian Church 

 

Fall 2020 Sunday School 

All children ages Pre-K through Grade 5 are welcome to join us for 

Sunday School outdoors in CPC’s Fellowship Hall after the Chil-

dren’s Sermon. We will practice social distancing and find creative 

ways to learn and grow together! Please bring your Bible and a 

mask. 

 100 Hats in 100 Days 
We are on our way to reaching our goal of collecting 100 new 

hats, gloves, mittens, or scarves by the first day of winter 

(December 21st) to be donated to the Veterans Outreach Cen-

ter of Rochester and our local VFW for benefit of veterans and 

their families. In 18 days, we have received 14 Hats! 
 

Join our Deacons in knitting, crocheting, or purchasing any of these items! We suggest you use 

washable yarn for your project (acrylic, if possible). Adult and children sizes are both needed!  
 

What a great time to dust off your knitting needles or learn a new skill!  

Need some easy, free patterns? See tincanknits.com or bhookedcro-

chet.com (also has super easy knitting patterns). If you have question, 

contact Mitzi Lynch (danch78@gmail.com) or Peggy Rouleau 

(pegrouleau@gmail.com). Put your donations in the collection box located 

near the lift at the base of the parking lot steps. 

Feeding God's Children  
Food Drive 
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Don’t forget to like us on Facebook  

 Check out the changes on our Facebook page!  
Events, pictures, and sermon audio files updated regularly  

 
In our worship on 
formed by the Holy Spirit

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
 

Our Bible Study will resume on Monday morning, October 5, at 10:30 am, socially-

distanced in Fellowship Hall. Each week we will examine the text that Pastor Nancy 

will use as the basis for her next Sunday sermon. The discussion is always lively! For 

a closer look at the Scriptures, join us in one of the following ways: 
  
In person: Bring a mask, and enter Fellowship Hall through the Kitchen door or by 

using the lift. 
  
On your computer or smart device: Join us virtually via Zoom! Simply click 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394821627?pwd=cWR3OWl1NFlFQTU4a3MxdGJlRl

UrUT09  (or copy and paste this link into your browser). 
 
You can also dial in to the Bible Study on any telephone! Dial 1-929-205-6099. 

When asked for the meeting ID, enter 823 9482 1627, and when asked for the 

passcode, enter 655220. 

 
News from the 

Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry 
  

The coronavirus pandemic has placed an extraordinary economic bur-

den on our neighbors, and many who were never in need before are 

finding that they are now food-insecure. The needs of more and more of 

our members of our community are being met through your gener-

osity at this difficult time. In September alone, about 150 families 

visited the Food Pantry. Please continue your support by doing the following: 
 
1. Pray for the helpers at the food pantry and for the food pantry clients. Pray that all 

remain healthy and well. Pray that God graciously eases and resolves the hardship be-

ing experienced by each individual and family. 
 

2. Spread the word that the food pantry is open! Not all pantries are able to remain 

open at this time. The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry is welcoming all in particular 

need.  
 
3. Donate food: the pantry is in particular need of canned soup (all varieties), cold ce-

real and bar soap.   
 

To contact the Food Pantry directly, please call 585-991-8220. Thank you all! 
 

Please note: The Food Pantry will be closed Wednesday, September 30 & October 7. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394821627?pwd=cWR3OWl1NFlFQTU4a3MxdGJlRlUrUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394821627?pwd=cWR3OWl1NFlFQTU4a3MxdGJlRlUrUT09
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Your Mission Dollars at Work 
 

The Advocacy & Action Commission (formerly known as the Mission Commission) carefully 

considers local, regional, national, and international needs and prayerfully  discerns wise 

ways to use the resources of the congregation to meet these needs. Often this includes 

providing financial resources to support and relief agency partners. Over the coming 

months, the Advocacy & Action Commission will feature Central’s agency partners in is-

sues of the Church Mouse.  
 
Cameron Community Ministries is an 
Urban Outreach Community Center in 
the Lyell-Otis Neighborhood of Roches-
ter, NY. Cameron Ministries offers many 
programs including youth after-school and summer programs, a free hot meal program that serves lunch daily, an 
emergency food pantry, and a clothing house that serves community members in need of clothing and 
housewares. CPC has supported Cameron Ministries for many years, both with financial gifts and fellowship. We 
are hoping to build an even stronger partnership with Cameron in the future ‒ watch for information about a visit 
to learn more about Cameron Ministries! 
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Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness 

(Peacemaking)  Offering  −  October 4-18 
 

Beginning on Sunday, October 4, we will be receiving the 
annual Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness Offering 
(formerly known as the Peacemaking Offering) as a way 
of continuing the ancient Christian practice of sharing 
what we have with brothers and sisters in need.   
 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering supports the ef-
forts of Presbyterians through their congregations, pres-
byteries, synods, and the denominational Presbyterian 
Mission Agency to work for peace by assisting to trans-
form cultures of violence into communities of peace. 
 
If you would like to contribute, you may place your offer-
ing in the offering plate (located in the narthex) in wor-
ship on Sunday, you may send a check made out to Cen-
tral Presbyterian Church to the church office (indicate 
“Peacemaking” on the memo line), or give online.  
 
A full 25% of the offering you give stays at CPC to sup-
port peacemaking ministries; in the past these funds have 
been used to underwrite our classes to learn more about 
Islam, our interfaith collaborations, and our youth’s ser-
vice in the community. 

 
E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone   

 

You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR code 

(shown at right). Other e-giving options are also available that don't require use of a smart 

phone − it’s as easy as making an online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org for more infor-

 

 



 8 

   

 
Central Presbyterian Church 

31 Center Street       Geneseo, NY 14454 
 

Church Office: Tues., Thurs.  9:00 am to noon   Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster  
 Telephone: (585) 243-0669    Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org   

    Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org    Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606 
Web:  www.cpcgeneseo.org 

Central Presbyterian Church          
31 Center Street  
Geneseo, New York 14454  
(585) 243-0669  

Please provide articles for the next Church Mouse 

to the office no later than October 23, 2020. 

Daily Bread Devotional Guides  
The Daily Bread Devotional Guides for Septem-

ber/October/November are available in the Jane 

Ward Room, in the church library, and the nar-

thex.  Please help yourself to a free copy. 

CHURCH MOUSE MAILING 
  
We are happy to provide those who do not have 

an email address with a hard copy of the Church 

Mouse. If you attend Sunday worship, please 

pick up your copy in the narthex; this will help 

to alleviate the high cost of postage. We will 

continue to mail copies of the  Mouse to those 

not able to join us for our worship services. 

 

October 4 - 18 

Turn your clocks back one 

hour on November 1 October 4 


