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Presidents, Valentines and Ash Wednesday are on our minds as we cruise through February.  Several years ago, Martha and I spent Presi-

dents’ Day in Washington DC visiting monuments to all our Presidents. We started at Mt. Vernon and from there went to Arlington, 

pausing at the JFK memorial and eventually ended the day seeing Lincoln sitting in his chair, the weight of a torn nation on his mind.  I 

recommend that you add “spending a Presidents’ Day visiting with our former Presidents” to your bucket list. Spending Presidents’ Day 

with the Presidents is something to do when COVID is under control and we feel safer about travel.    
 
“Is it possible to join together Valentine thinking with US Presidents?”  For this I have had to do a little digging.  I know, you are proba-
bly asking, “What does that have to do with our faith?”  Well, I just thought that since love is such a prominent New Testament word and 
love is something Jesus commands us to do, that it would not hurt to pause and consider some obscure observations, and we have been 
on a hunt of sorts.  So, here are some Presidential-Valentine thoughts. 
 

6. John Tyler:  Though his decision to annex Texas led to the Mexican American War, Tyler had a poet's sensibilities. 
After his first wife died early in his presidency, he courted a much younger Julia Gardiner with verse.  He 
contemplated giving love a second chance:  

"Shall I again that Harp unstring,  
Which long hath been a useless thing,  
Unheard in Lady's bower?"  

   Tyler and Gardiner were married in 1844, in the first wedding for a sitting US President. 
 

5. Woodrow Wilson:  A fine Presbyterian Sunday School Teacher, elder, and President of Princeton.  He was not just stiffly ob-
sessed with the League of Nations.  He wrote hundreds of beautiful letters to his first wife, Ellen Louise 
Axson, who died while he was in office. Then he fell hard for Washington widow Edith Galt. “My pride and 
joy and gratitude that you should love me with such a perfect love are beyond all expression,” he wrote her. 
They married in 1915. 

 
4. Andrew Jackson:   Old Hickory fought 13 duels, many (at least nominally) over perceived insults to the honor of his wife, Ra-

chel. “May the angelic hosts that rewards and protects virtue and innocence ... be with you until I return,” he 
wrote her in 1813. Tragically, Rachel died two weeks before Jackson was elected president. 

 
3. Harry Truman:  This plain-spoken fellow relied heavily on support from his wife, Bess. They exchanged handwritten letters 

for 50 years. On July 29, 1945, he wrote her from Germany, where he was attending the Potsdam Confer-
ence: “It made me terribly home sick when I talked with you yesterday morning.... I spent the day after the 
call trying to think up reasons why I should bust up the Conference and go home.” 

 
2. Ronald Reagan:   Reagan wrote his beloved Nancy constantly, with special notes for anniversaries. On March 4, 1983, he 

wrote, “I more than love you, I’m not whole without you.” 
 

1. John Adams:   Adams and his wife, Abigail, were famously close. They exchanged thousands of serious, teasing, and lov-
ing missives. “Miss Adorable,” Adams once wrote her, “I hereby order you to give [me], as many kisses, 
and as many hours of your company ... as [I] shall please to demand and charge them to my account.”  

 
The Style section of the Huffington Post reported that the Obamas did not make a special deal out of Valentine’s Day because it was so 
close to her birthday. They celebrated it at Camp David a time or two and once went home to Chicago for a quiet dinner at Table 52.   
 
I have no clue how our current President and his wife will be spending Valentine’s Day. Those are the more intimate things that tend to 
come out much later in literature and news reports.   
 
Have you not wondered like others why Cupid was chosen to represent Valentine’s Day? When trying to create an image of romance, the 
last thing on most minds is a short, chubby toddler coming at you with a weapon. “I think men who have a pierced ear are better prepared 
for marriage. They’ve experienced pain and bought jewelry,” says Rita Rudner. 
 
Women have told me that sometimes they wish that their loved ones would love them in a way that they really want to be loved. 
“Flowers are nice, but cleaning up the bathroom would be good, too.”  Paul E. Miller, in his book Love Walked Among Us: Learning to 
Love Like Jesus alludes to this when he writes: “You’re late getting out of work, so you call ahead and ask your husband to start the laun-
dry, your son to do his homework and your daughter to throw the casserole in the oven. When you walk in the door, your husband is 
plopped on the sofa, watching TV, and the laundry basket is sitting where you left it; your son is glued to the computer as his bookbag 
sits in the corner, unopened; and your daughter is on the phone as the frozen casserole sits on the counter. No one looks up as you come 
in. You want to scream. Love is the farthest thing from your mind. You think, ‘When is someone going to love me and anticipate my 
needs?’” 
 
Perhaps the hardest part of love is not, “How do I love?”; it’s wanting to love in the first place, and then releasing the energy to do it. It 
takes energy to love and that is hard if we feel lonely or tired. We marvel to comprehend how after expending so much energy creating 
everything, that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, so that whoever believes in him would not perish but might 
have eternal life.  Now that is love that is deep.   

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Pastor Bruce 
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Healing and Health   

+ Prayers for those suffering at this time: from addiction, depression, financial and employment worry, 
health concerns for themselves and for their families.  

+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, phys-
ically, or spiritually  

+   Bill and Georgia Csont, and Bill’s aunt, Elaine Csont, on the death of Bill’s Uncle Fred (Elaine also 
suffers with Parkinson’s Disease)   

+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and is receiving oral chemotherapy)  
+ Chelsea Ellis (now home in Buffalo, continuing her rehab journey)  
+ Cindy (friend of Judy Claprood for more than 65 years, continuing to receive treatment for pancreatic 

cancer)  
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving treatment for cancer)  
+ Gary Benedict (recently underwent an outpatient procedure and is doing well)  
+ Gordon Webster (honorably retired pastor in our presbytery, hospitalized and in serious condition with 

COVID)  

+ Harry Hellwig (recovering at home from four broken ribs resulting from slipping on ice) 
+ Margery Wilkie (recovering from hip replacement surgery)  
+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease)  
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is still facing significant challenges fol-

lowing a boating accident)  
+ Ward & Dorie (dear friends of the Rouleaus) and for families everywhere whose lives are changed by 

Alzheimer’s and other dementias  
 

Homebound  

+ Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott, Phyllis Os-

borne 
 

Other Joys and Concerns 

+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, teachers, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those working in the 
mental health field, police, firefighters, EMTs, and all other essential workers at this difficult, difficult 
time 

+ For teachers, administrators, and staff who are energetically and creatively designing and delivering 
instruction in our schools 

+ For students, parents, and caregivers juggling all the responsibilities that have come with an ever-
changing school year 

+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country 
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt 
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ish-

mael Ghansah 
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

We Want to Pray with You and for You 

If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Laurel Nelson the 

Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support you. 

Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you. 

 
9    David Hurd 

11  Richard Platt 

12  Caroline Sweeney 

17 Shane Carman 

26 Eliza Bowes, Kathy Booth,  

       James Sheflin 

  
18   Marilyn Cleveland, 

       Kurt Christiansen 

23 Ben Fox 

24 Fred MacIntyre 

 
 
If we have missed your Birthday and 

you would like it to be included in the 

Church Mouse, please email, call, or 

stop by the Church Office and let us 

know the date! 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
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A Message from the Renewal Team: Boundaries while Pastor Nancy is on Renewal 

 
After nearly a year of planning, our time of renewal is now upon us: Pastor Nancy will be on leave from Feb-

ruary 1 through August 1. The Renewal Team would like to share what to expect and what basic ground rules we 
should be following with respect to our relationship with Nancy during this period.  

 
What will Pastor Nancy be doing? 

First, she will be resting and renewing her spirit. The renewal leave provides time for Pastor Nancy to 
step away from the 24/7 demands of being a pastor and always being on call.  Secondly, she will be spend-
ing time with Tim, who will be stepping away from Central as well during this time. We will welcome Tim 
back as a Deacon later in the summer.  Thirdly, Nancy will be pursuing her archaeological research, which 
is her passion and something that provides her with rest.  For Nancy, research brings her great joy and is 
not at all stressful.  At different periods she will be away from Geneseo, and – depending on COVID -19 
restrictions – will reside at  various university settings, potentially to include Cornell University, Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, and the University of Virginia.  Finally, she will become a grandmother!  While this 
was not part of the original plan, Kaelyn is due in April midway through Nancy’s leave!  What an incredi-
ble joy is before her and Tim! 
 
What should our roles be as members of the congregation? 

Our primary role is to respect Nancy’s time of renewal and follow the guideline to actively steer clear 
of any pastoral contact with Nancy.  You might happen to bump into Nancy when she is in Geneseo, but 
the expectation is that members of the congregation will not reach out to Nancy for any pastoral needs.  
Yes, this means no emails, no texts, no phone calls, no checking in, no sharing of joys and no sharing of 
concerns.  Even Session will not be in contact with Nancy during this period, nor will our staff, nor will 
members of the Renewal Team. 

A corollary is that we should earnestly transfer our pastoral relationship on a temporary basis to Pastor 
Bruce and Pastor Laurel, who will be guiding our church during the period of renewal.  Pastor Bruce will 
be available for emergency care, including contact at hospitals.  Pastor Laurel will be reaching out to our 
congregation for ongoing care on a regular basis. 

 
In Christ’s name, 
 
Anne Bishop on behalf of the Pastor/Congregation Renewal Team  

The current severity of the pandemic in our area places all of us at risk. Therefore, the Session has taken 
the following actions:    
   

 In-person worship at Central Presbyterian Church has been suspended.     
 Worship services may be viewed live via Zoom. Just click on the link below or paste it into your 

computer web browser.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09  
   

 Access to the church building is being limited. If you need access to the church building, please 

email Marion (office@cpcgeneseo.org) or Pastor Bruce (bgboak@gmail.com) or call us at 585-
243-0669. Even if you have a church key, please refrain from being in the building. When you are 
in the building, please wear a mask at all times.    

   

 Pastoral care and other support will continue. We want to journey with you during this difficult 

time. Please contact your group shepherd or Pastor Laurel Nelson (lnelson18@stny.rr.com) or (585) 

727-1687 with your prayer concerns or pastoral needs. We can decide together the best way to offer 

support.      

Central’s COVID Response 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09
mailto:office@cpcgeneseo.org
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                Donuts and Ashes 
 
 Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) is a day of celebration prior to Ash Wednesday  when 
 we get down to the business of penitence. We don't usually put the symbols of 

 these two days together, even though they fall on consecutive days. But pandemic 
living has a way of making us get creative. So come and pick up a donut and some ashes. Go ahead and 
eat the donuts and then use the ashes in the Ash Wednesday Zoom service.  
 

When:  Tuesday, Feb. 16, from 10 - 5:30 to pick up donuts and ashes 
 
Where:  From the bin at the bottom of the parking lot steps at church 
 
What:  Donuts for you and your family members and a packet of ashes 

(one packet will have enough ashes for a family of 5)  

 
What a wonderful tribute to Nancy as you picked up bread and scones for worship and 
Zoom fellowship last weekend! You offered your heartfelt best wishes to her as you 
drove past and wished her well for this sabbatical period of renewal. I thought about 
a theme that runs throughout scripture as I watched you drive by and share your af-
fection to her. That theme is “Blessed to be a blessing.” You have been blessed to have 
Nancy as your pastor and it is wonderful that you are blessing her with the oppor-
tunity for renewal. Laurel and I are not replacements for Nancy, but pastoral place-
holders for her, helping you to continue your ministry and mission as Nancy has this 
time of renewal.  

        Rev. Bruce Boak 

Ash Wednesday 
As Lent begins, let us gather together as a community of faith that understands our deep need 
for God’s mercy and grace. We observe the start of the Lenten season together with  Zoom 
worship on Ash Wednesday (February 17) at 7:00 pm. The Service will include Communion and  
ashes (see page 5 for link). 

Come to me, all who you are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.    Matthew 11:28 

2021 Lenten Devotional 
Each Lenten season, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers a daily 

devotional guide to the faith community. Quiet yourself during Lent by 

reflecting on God’s word and prepare your heart to celebrate at Easter 

the new life he made possible for all.  If you would like a printed copy of 

the devotional guide please contact the church office. 

In addition to this printed copy, you can also experience the devo-

tionals in the following ways: 

 Read and listen online. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional. 

 Receive daily e-mails. Go to www.pts.edu/e-mail, click 

“Devotionals.” 

 Download our free Android or Apple app. Visit the app store and search for “Devotions - Advent & Lent.”  
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Notable February Dates, Times, and Links  

 (be sure to click link or copy and paste it into your browser for the event you wish to attend as not all links are the same) 

February 7   Sunday 10:00 am Sunday Worship ~ 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time   
    with Communion via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09 
 

February 14 Sunday 10:00 am Worship ~Transfiguration Sunday  
    with Communion via Zoom 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09 

 
 Transfiguration is the commemoration of the occasion when Jesus took three of his disci-
ples, Peter, James, and John, up on a mountain and where Moses and Elijah appeared 
and Jesus’ face and clothes becoming dazzlingly bright. For Presbyterians Transfigura-
tion closes out the season of Epiphany and announces the coming arrival of Lent.  

 
February 16   Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday  

Fat Tuesday, a day to consume the best of the four basic food groups (sugar, fat, choles-
terol, and preservatives) without the burden of oppressive guilt. Indeed, it is almost spir-
itually required to have a donut or two on Fat Tuesday. It was the day  when the “fat” 
was consumed in preparation for the Lenten period of penitence and fasting.  

  
February 17  Wednesday  7:00 pm Worship ~ Ash Wednesday 
  with Communion via Zoom 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89619104968?pwd=SS9FMUMrZm4zTWRwNXZZYTNWTDZiZz09 
 

We are ushered into Lent by reflecting on our sins, reading Psalm 51, and having a 
smudge of ashes on our forehead or the back of our hand. Ash Wednesday’s ashes have 
traditionally been created by burning the dried leaves of the previous year’s Palm Sun-
day palms. We will distribute those ashes (see previous page) so that you can participate 
in the imposition of ashes during the service that is streamed in a way that keeps us all 
safe during COVID. 
 

February 18 Thursday 7:00 pm Session Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83057414841?pwd=YVY3SzBQRm1SNjFlZ0xITnYxS2ZTUT09 
 

February 21  Sunday 10:00 am Worship ~ The First Sunday of Lent via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09 

 
February 28  Sunday 10:00 am Worship ~ The Second Sunday of Lent and    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09 

 
Rev. Bruce Boak 
137 Mill Road 
Pittsford, NY  14534 
bgboak@gmail.com 
(585) 330-5378 mobile & text 
(585) 383-8928 home/landline 
bboak@rochester.rr.com ( a home email ad-
dress, not always accessible when on the road) 

 
Rev. Laurel Nelson 
7966 Reeds Corners Road 
Dansville, NY  14437 
lnelson18@stny.rr.com 
(585) 727-1687 

Our Temporary Pastors Contact Information 
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YOUTH AND FAMILY EVENTS 
 

Share the Love Drive-Thru/Fish Bank Pick-Up 
 
Our CPC youth and kids are teaming with Livingston CARES to recognize local 
health care workers during the upcoming months.  We will be hosting a Share the 
Love Drive-Thru in the church parking lot on Sunday, February 14, from 11:30 
am-12:30 pm to collect monetary donations to be used for this project.  You are 
also more than welcome to pick up a fish bank for One Great Hour of Sharing at 
the drive-thru (see details below).  

 
 
Thank you in advance for supporting our neighbors in need through One Great Hour of Shar-

ing!  This program enables our church to share God’s love with our neighbors in need around 

the world.  This includes providing relief to those affected by natural 

disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping empower the poor 

and oppressed.  Feel free to pick up a fish bank during our Share the 

Love Drive-Thru on Sunday, February 14, from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm in 

the church parking lot!  Fish banks will be collected in early April. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

December Youth Projects 

 

CHRISTMAS 

FOOD  

BASKETS  

and  

 

DELIVERY 

OF  

CINNAMON 

BREAD  

Thank you to all of our youth and families who were able to assist with the events pictured above 
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As this year we are all virtual, there will be no fee charged.  

Registration is required 

Register online using the following link:  

(cut and paste the link into your web browser) 

 
News from the 

Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry 
 

The coronavirus pandemic has placed an extraordinary economic burden 

on our neighbors, and many who were never in need before are finding 

that they are now food-insecure. The needs of more and more of the mem-

bers of our community are being met through your generosity at this diffi-

cult time.  Please continue your support by doing the following: 
 
1. Pray for the helpers at the Food Pantry and for the Food Pantry clients. Pray that all remain 

healthy and well. Pray that God graciously eases and resolves the hardship being experienced by 

each individual and family. 
 

2. Spread the word that the Food Pantry is open! Not all pantries are able to remain open at this 

time. The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry is welcoming all in particular need.  
 
3. Donate food: the pantry always welcomes  your donations of food  as well as monetary dona-

tions. 
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Central Presbyterian Church          
31 Center Street  
Geneseo, New York 14454  
(585) 243-0669  

Please provide articles for the March Church Mouse 

to the office no later than February 18, 2021. 

 
Contacting the Church and the Pastor 

 
Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 

Church telephone: 585-243-0669                               Emergency pastoral care: 585-383-8928 

                               Mobile:  585-330-5378      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                         Pastor’s email:        bgboak@gmail.com 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  

CHURCH MOUSE MAILING 

We are happy to provide those who 

do not have an email address with a 

hard copy of the Church Mouse 

Daily Bread  

Devotional Guides  
For December/  

January/February 
are  available upon  

request by contacting 
the church office 

Transfiguration of the Lord 

Sunday, February 14 
Wednesday, February 17 

 
Sanctuary Flowers for 2021   

  
We have openings for flower donations for March and April 2021 Sunday services. If you 
would like to donate flowers in memory of loved ones or in honor of someone, please contact 
our flower Deacon, Leslie McCurdy, at 346-2630 or pestylesty11@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 


