
 

 
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER         MAY 10, 2020 
 

+ + +     
PRELUDE Morning Has Broken      Bunessan 

 Young Disciple Ringers 
 
   Silent Meditation                      adapted from a prayer by Augustine (354-430) 

  
Look on me, Lord; let any darkness in me vanish before your brightness. 

Fill me with your holy love, and open to me the riches of your wisdom. 

I seek you; turn your face to me and show me your glory. 

Then shall all my longing be satisfied and my peace be complete. Amen. 
 

 
—  GATHERING  — 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP  ~ based on Isaiah 12:3-6    
  

Pastor: Compose a new song in praise to the Lord God! Play it, sing it out – beginning right now – because of all 

the things God has done: remarkable things; delicate, amazingly beautiful things; surprising and 

impossible things. 

People: God has won for us freedom from despair by the skill and strength of his right hand and with the loving 

wisdom of his heart. God’s defeat of evil is real. 
 
Pastor: God continues to do what is right and good, and to show us what is right – just as he said, just as he 

promised. 

People: God continues to heal, to protect, to comfort, to lead, and to provide for us. 
 
Pastor: People of God, sing out and live out God’s love! 

People: Even the flowers are blooming out in praise of God. The trees clap their little spring leaves; the birds 

chirp their own kind of hymn. 
 
Pastor: Today the sun shines bright with God’s grace. 

People: Let us join all creation in worshiping the Lord.  

  

HYMN Morning Has Broken                    Bunessan 
 

 

Left: Jesus and a Follower by Emerson Meyer 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  

Call to Confession 
   

Stating What We Have Done 
  

People: God of Life, you have shone your love upon us, and we have seen your glory shining in the face of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Bathed in your holy light, we also see that we have fallen short of the 

abundant life you intend for us. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not shared your light as brightly or as widely 

as we should. 

     (Moment of silence for personal confession) 
          

Pastor: Yet, in your great mercy, you forgive what we have been. 

People: We pray that you now will transform what we are and direct what we shall be, so that we may once 

again delight in your will and reflect your radiance, to the glory of your holy name. In Christ we 

pray; Amen.  
   

Assurance of Pardon 
  

Pastor: Hear the good news…   … in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Let all the people say: 

People: Thanks be to God!  

 

Hymn Response  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia            Mfurahini, Haleluya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,…        …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
  
Pastor: Greet those with you with signs of forgiveness and of Christ’s peace. If you are alone, take a moment 

to picture in your mind those that you love and pray God’s peace on them. If there is anyone from whom 

you are separated by dispute or resentment or anger, pray that God work in your heart and theirs. Ask 

God what you might do to make peace between the two of you. 
  

(You are invited to share with one another words and sign 

 of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
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—  THE WORD  — 
  

HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light         Houston 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



4 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  Exodus 33:12-23 

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  John 13:31-38, 14:1-14 

 

SERMON Questioning God    The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

 
 

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ~  adapted from John 1  
  

In the beginning was the Word,  

 and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

This very Word of God is Christ Jesus, whom we call our Lord. 
   
He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through him,  

 and without him not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.    
Christ Jesus was in the world,  

 and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who received him, who believed in his name,  

 Jesus gave power to become children of God, 

 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
   
The Word became flesh and made a home among us, and we have seen his glory,  

 the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 

The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 No one has ever seen God.  

 It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
  
ANTHEM I Need Thee Every Hour           John Ness Beck 

 Chancel Choir 
  

I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; No tender voice like Thine can peace afford.  

I need thee, O I need thee; every hour I need thee! O bless me now, my Savior, I come to thee. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 
 
 
THE OFFERING  

 
Call for the Offering 
 
Offertory  Sweet Hour of Prayer         arr. Alice Jordon 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
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—  SENDING  — 
  
HYMN Come! Live in the Light!            We Are Called  
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
POSTLUDE Built on the Rock        Gilbert M. Martin 

   
Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, 

perhaps using the words of this poem by Bruce Prewer, based on John 14: 
 

Don’t be troubled, 

don’t be afraid, 

if you trust God 

then also trust me, 

I go on ahead 

and when you arrive 

I will be there. 
 
When you stumble 

in the wild tempest, 

when you flinch back 

from the new frontier, 

don’t be troubled, 

don’t be afraid, 

I will be there. 
 

When you toil long 

without much reward, 

when you bend low 

with sorrow and care, 

don’t be troubled, 

don’t be afraid 

I will be there. 
 
When you are tired 

of spending your faith, 

when you’re alone 

with doubt and despair, 

don’t be troubled 

don’t be afraid, 

I will be there 

When you are frail 

and old eyes grow dim, 

when you are dying 

leaving those dear, 

don’t be troubled 

don’t be afraid, 

I will be there. 
 
Now comes my cross, 

now is my glory, 

I’m the beginning 

and I am the end, 

don’t be troubled 

don’t be afraid, 

I am your Friend. 

 
 

+ + +  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

   Pastor    Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

   Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 

  
Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                      Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


