
 
 

 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST          JUNE 21, 2020 
  
Good morning! Welcome to this service of worship at Central 

Presbyterian Church on this beautiful day that the Lord has made.  
 
We are now in the part of the church year that is often called 

“ordinary time”. Now that might sound like we are describing 

some ho-hum period when our celebration of the holy days of 

Christmas and Easter and Pentecost are past, when we are just 

treading water until the next holiday comes around.  
 
But that’s not what “ordinary” means at all. “Ordinary” comes 

from the word “ordinal”, which refers to order – like first, second, 

third. You might notice at the top of your bulletin that today is the 

Third Sunday after Pentecost. 
 
But that’s not the kind of counting that taps its foot impatiently. 

It’s the kind of counting that you find in one of my favorite old 

rock songs by a group called “Rare Earth”, 1971.  They sang, “I 

just want to celebrate another day of living” That’s what we do 

during the church’s “Ordinary time”.  We celebrate the life that 

our Creator God gives and the love that Christ Jesus shares – that 

we in turn share with others. So I invite you during this time to 

open yourself fully to the abundant life God intends for each one of us. Open yourself fully to the transforming 

and healing love of Christ in us. 
 
I also invite you to consider participating in this worship service in one or more of the following ways: 

 To have a candle and matches nearby, and to light that candle during the prelude as worship begins. 

Lighting a candle in this way may give you a physical way to experience God’s presence with you. 

 
 You may want to get a cup of water and a small bowl, and to have them near you as you worship. We 

will use that water to symbolize God’s washing away our sin through his gracious forgiveness. 
 
So if you are listening to a recording of this service online or on a CD, you can stop the recording while you get 

the candle, and the cup and the bowl. Then restart the audio when you return. 
  
Now light your candle indicating God’s presence with us, and let us turn our hearts and minds to the worship 

of our gracious and almighty God.  
 
 
 + + +  
 
PRELUDE Savior Like A Shepherd Lead Us        Bradbury 

         arr. Robert W. Thygerson 
  

Silent prayer O God, I praise you as I arise this morning. 

You are the giver of all life and you provide for what you have made. 

Be with my spirit this day and teach me to be thankful for all that you offer. 

Move me to be generous with others, sharing not only goods, 

 but also time, patience, and kindness. 

In the name of the one who shared himself 

 and gave himself up for us, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Creation by Ella Videtti 
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—  GATHERING  — 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP  ~  based on Psalm 86 
  
Pastor: To you, O LORD, I offer my whole being, for you are good and forgiving, overflowing with loving-

kindness to all who call on you.  

People: You are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.  
 
Pastor: Teach me your way, O LORD, so that I learn to walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart so 

that I honor your name.  

People: The Lord God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Let us worship this God of glory. 

   

HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God           Ein Feste Burg 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  

Call to Confession 
   

  Bishop Desmond Tutu once wrote, “God loves us not because we are loveable. No, we are loveable 

precisely because God loves us.” 
 

Trusting that love, let us confess the ways we have rebelled against God and fallen short of God’s holy 

way for us. Let us pray. 
 

 Stating What We Have Done  
  

People: God of grace, our lives are filled with fear. We are afraid of uncertainty, afraid of what is strange 

to us, afraid of what we don’t understand, afraid of what might happen if we truly turn control of 

our lives over to you. You send us into the world to be your disciples, but fear hinders our actions 

and silences our voices. Fear sometimes stops us in our tracks.      
(Moment of silence for personal confession) 

  
Pastor: Ever loving God,  

People: forgive us for failing to live our lives in faithful obedience to you.  Forgive us for turning our backs 

on the opportunities you place before us to share your truth, your compassion, and your grace. Send 

your Spirit into us. Empower us to trust you in all that we say and do. Give us the courage to go 

where you lead us. Help us to set aside our fears so that we can open our hearts and our hands to 

others.  In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
  

Response The Lone, Wild Bird          Prospect  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
  

Pastor: Pour some of the water from the cup into the bowl; listen as it moves and splashes.    
 And hear the good news:  

the love of God is beyond measure, and you are included in that love.  
 

Because of his love, God has freed you from your sin and guilt, 

You have been freed to love and serve God and others. 
 

Now place your fingers in the bowl, remember that your sin has been washed away. 
 
And with your wet fingers make the sign of the cross on your forehead,  

just as was done at your baptism. 
 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Let all the people say:  

  
People: Thanks be to God!  

 

Response  To God Be the Glory               To God Be the Glory 
    

 To God be the glory; great things he has done! So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

 Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, and opened the lifegate that all may go in. 

   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord: let the earth hear his voice! 

   Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice! 

 O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, and give God the glory: great things he has done!  
 

THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,… we are invited – we are commanded by Jesus to forgive one 

another. 
 

This week there may have been someone who hurt you, who slighted you – who sinned against you. 

That hurt, that slight that you feel has chained you to their sin.  The only way to break the cycle of 

sin is to do as Jesus did – forgive.     
     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 
People:  And also with you. 
  

Pastor: Greet those with you with signs of forgiveness and of Christ’s peace.  
 

If you are alone, take a moment to picture in your mind those that you love and pray God’s peace 

on them.  
 

Take a moment and picture that person who has sinned against you, and ask the Spirit to heal your 

heart and help you forgive. 
 

(You are invited to share with one another words and signs 

 of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 

 

—  THE WORD  —  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
  

God of powerful love and holy wisdom, may the authority of your Spirit bring understanding into our 

confused minds and truth into our troubled hearts, that we may more obediently and more faithfully praise 

and serve Jesus Christ our Lord. It is through him we pray; Amen.  
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FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  Isaiah 43, selected verses  
 

But now thus says the LORD, the one who created you, O Jacob,  

the who formed you, O Israel:  

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,  

and the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  

You are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,  

Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,  

and from the west I will gather you; 

I will say to the north, "Give them up," and to the south, "Do not withhold;  

bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth – 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,  

whom I formed and made." 

You are my witnesses, says the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen,  

so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he.  

Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. 

I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior. 

I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no strange god among you;  

and you are my witnesses, says the LORD. 

I am God, and also henceforth I am He; there is no one who can deliver from my hand;  

I work and who can hinder it? 
 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:  

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;  

for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,  

to give drink to my chosen people, 

  the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Matthew 10:24-39  
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 

enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of 

the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 
 
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that 

will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 

proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him 

who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 

many sparrows. "Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 

my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
 
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law; and one's foes will be members of one's own household. Whoever loves father or 

mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 

of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 
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SERMON Because of the “Because”     The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 
 
 

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 

 

Affirmation of Faith  ~  based on Psalm 23 
   

I fear no evil, O LORD, for you are with me.  

 You are my shepherd; I shall not want. 

I fear no evil, O LORD, for you are with me. 

 You make me lie down in green pastures; you lead me beside still waters.  

I fear no evil; O LORD, for you are with me. 

 You lead me in right paths for your own name's sake. 
  
I fear no evil; O LORD, for you are with me, 

 even when I walk through the darkest valley. 

I fear no evil, O LORD, for you are with me. 

 Your rod and your staff – they comfort me. 

I fear no evil, O LORD, for you are with me. 

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
 
I fear no evil, O LORD, for you are with me.  

 I trust that your goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life,  

  and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD now and forever. 

I fear no evil, O LORD, for you are with me.  

 You restore my soul.  

 You anoint my head with oil. 

 My cup overflows. Amen. 

  
THE OFFERING   

Call for the Offering 
 

It has been said that there are only two important questions in life; two questions that God asks us. The 

first is, “What did you do with what I gave you?” The second is, “What did you do with my Son?” Take 

this moment to answer those questions for yourself. Take this moment to commit yourself once again to 

God and to God’s healing of the world. 
 

Offertory  I Need Thee Every Hour                Need 

              arr. Stan Pethel 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

We want to remember the joys and concerns that rest in the hearts: 
 

+ Repentance, forgiveness, and healing in the wake of the violence and the underlying racial injustice 

recently in our country 
 
+ health and safety in the face of coronavirus 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    

Holy, wise, and almighty God, you hold us this day and everyday so lovingly in your hands. We thank you 

that you never leave us.  
  
When events between nations leave us terrified, you guide us.   

Guide also the leaders of peoples and nations, that they strive for peace rather than power.  
  
When the world and events seem to be out of control, you give us glimpses of the new creation that you are 

even now putting into place all around us.   
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 Open our eyes and the eyes of all people; help us to notice  

  ‒ where sharing moments of kindness is bringing joy,  

   ‒ where listening and forgiving is fostering real understanding,  

    ‒ and where using talents and abilities to serve others is bringing contentment of heart.   
Make us the people, O God, who live and do your love.  
  

When our own lives seem in chaos and the future seems so unclear, you sit with us, you comfort us, you 

encourage us, and you lead us forward.    
 Give us the courage to trust you even when we don’t see the way ahead,  

when fear threatens to overwhelm. 

  

Gracious Lord, we offer our prayers for one another. 
 

We pray now for those known to us who need your healing and thank you for restored health for those 

you have already healed, names we silently lift before you now… 
  

 We pray for those who are homebound... 
  
 We lift before you our other joys and concerns… 

  
In the confidence that you hear and answer our prayers, we commend to you all for which we pray, trusting 

that you work all things for good for those who love you. We ask all this in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who taught us boldly to pray: 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
  
 

—  SENDING  — 

 

HYMN God of the Sparrow            Roeder  
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   

 
Go now, celebrating the God who gave you life and shows you how to love. 
  
Go and remember: no matter how frightening this world may become;  

 no matter how frightening your life may be today or may become tomorrow, 

   God the Father goes before you to guide you; 

   God the Son goes beside you to be your closest friend; 

   God the Spirit surrounds you to protect you, to strengthen you, and to lift you up. 
 
Do not be afraid, because God – the Almighty God – goes with you! 

 And since God goes with you, then the peace of God that passes all understanding goes with you, too. 

 

Go in that peace to love and serve the Lord and one another. Amen. 

  

POSTLUDE Marching to Zion           arr. Edward Broughton 
 
Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, 

perhaps using the words of this prayer: 
  

You know what will happen today. 

Guide me so that I do what pleases you. 

Be near to me and help me to trust your love. 
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I pray for all the world today, for what I do has effects 

far beyond what I can know or understand. 

By your Holy Spirit, let me speak peace, 

let me do peace, let me be peace; 

I pray in the name of the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

  

+ + +  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

   Pastor    Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

   Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 

  
Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                      Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


