
 
 

 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

11TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       AUGUST 16, 2020 
   
 

+ + + 
 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

PRELUDE Blessed Assurance    arr. M. Sherrill Kelsey 
  

 Silent prayer 
   

 O God, we gather together in your presence with expectation, 

  hungry for an encounter with you,  

   eager to hear your Word. 

 Open our eyes and ears to the presence of your Holy Spirit. 
  

 May the seeds of your word scattered among us this morning  

  fall on fertile soil. 

 May they take root in our hearts and lives. 

 May we grow and produce an abundant harvest  

  of good words and deeds. 
 

 We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ,  

  our teacher and our Lord. Amen. 
  

   
—  GATHERING  — 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP  ~ based on Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
  

Pastor: Hear, O people: the LORD is our God,  

People: the LORD alone.   
Pastor: It is not we who chose God, 

People: but God who chose us.   
Pastor: We are not here because of our goodness 

People: but because of Christ’s grace.   
Pastor: We are not here to enlighten ourselves, 

People: but to allow the Spirit to shine in us. 
  
Pastor: Hear, O people: the LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 

People: We will love and worship the LORD our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our 

might. 

  

* HYMN How Firm a Foundation        Foundation 
 

 

“Treasure the Word: Huldah” by Elspeth Young 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
   
 Call to Confession  

   
Prayer of Confession 
  

People: Holy and merciful God, we confess our failure to be what you created us to be. You alone know 

how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways and in wasting your gifts. We have ignored 

opportunities to grow in our understanding of your word and in our trust in you. 
  

(Moment of silence for personal confession) 
  
Pastor: God of grace, 

People: forgive us. Forgive what we have been and transform what we are, so that we may find in doing 

your will a joy rather than a burden. Spirit, stir us to goodness and hopefulness so that we eagerly 

follow the way of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
  

Assurance of Pardon 
  

Pastor: Hear the good news…   …In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Let all the people say:   

People: Thanks be to God!  
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* Response  Our God is an Awesome God            Awesome God 
 

 
 

* THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,…    …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

(At your place, you are invited to share with one another signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 

—  THE WORD  —  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
 
FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  2 Kings 22:1-17 

 

SERMON My Name Is Huldah      The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 
 
 

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 

 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ~  from the confession “Song of Faith” (The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 2006)  
 

We offer worship as an outpouring of gratitude and awe 

 and a practice of opening ourselves to God’s still, small voice of comfort, 

  to God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge. 

Through word, music, art, and sacrament, in community and in solitude, 

 God changes our lives, our relationships, and our world. 

We sing with trust. 
 
Scripture is our song for the journey, 

 the living word passed on from generation to generation to guide and inspire, 

  that we might wrestle a holy revelation for our time and place 

   from the human experiences and cultural assumptions of another era. 

God calls us to be doers of this word and not hearers only. 
 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think, 

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



4 
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
 

Offertory God Says                Mary Bittner 
 

God says, "Be still so you may hear the words I whisper in your ear. 

If you will listen, you will know I'm with you always where you go."  
 
God says, "Look up and see the prize I've placed here right before your eyes. 

Find beauty in the things of earth, a cause for wonder and rebirth."  
 
God says, "Come here! I need your voice. Please teach my people to rejoice.  

In who you are, in what you do, your life will show my love for you."  
 
God says, "Reach out! The world's in need and wants a word, a song, a deed.  

I send you forth to speak to sing, to act for Christ in everything." 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 
 

—  SENDING  — 

 

* HYMN God of the Sparrow            Roeder 
 

 
 
 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
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POSTLUDE Raise the Sound of Praise      Edward Broughton 
 

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, 

perhaps using the words of this prayer:  
    

Jesus, you are Lord of the sea and sky, of the corn and squash, and of the cities, villages, and 

beautiful, uninhabited wilds. Now, Christ Jesus, I invite you to be my Lord as well.  

Be Lord of my heart, and of every impulse and reflex of my day. 

Be Lord of my soul, and of all of my deepest wishes and goals. 

Be Lord of my mind, and of what I choose to give my time and attention today. 

Be Lord of my strength, so that I may pour myself out in prayer and service to others 

and then trust that you hold me in your heart and give me rest and peace.   
  

+ + +  
 

 

 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

   Pastor    Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

   Director of Music  A. David Hurd    

 

About the cover image: 
 

Elspeth Young is a contemporary American painter, photographer, and musician who focuses primarily on 

religious art. About the image, “Treasuring the Word: Huldah”, Young writes:  
 

Huldah is in a rich setting with hanging carpets and a stone enclosure. Accounts of this prophetess tell 

us that she lived in the "second quarter" of Jerusalem, an add-on to the city built during the reign of 

King Hezekiah [Josiah’s great-grandfather]. This residential area (called the mishneh) was near the 

palace and Solomon's Temple. Therefore the background of this painting reflects the rich architecture 

and surroundings that possibly were a part of the second quarter. The water vessel represents the 

"living water" of truth (see John 4). 
 
The scroll Huldah is reading and the scroll on the table before her represent not only the word of the 

Lord as revealed through Moses, but all scripture available to us today. As we "treasure the word", 

we, like Josiah, will be blessed of the Lord. 
 
The image is used by permission of the artist. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


