
        
 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST              AUGUST 30, 2020 
  

 
+ + + 

 
* Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
 
PRELUDE Intermezzo     Robert W. Thygerson 

  
 Silent prayer                  Psalm 130:5-8 
  

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 

My soul waits for the LORD more than those who watch for the morning, 

more than those who watch for the morning. 

O people, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

and with him is great power to redeem. 

It is the LORD God who will redeem you from all your iniquities. 
 

  
—  GATHERING  — 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP  ~ based on Psalm 65 (from the Bible paraphrase The Voice) 
  

Pastor: Dawn and dusk take turns calling to us, “Come and worship.” 

People: You invite us near, loving God, and draw us into your presence – what an honor and a privilege! We 

feast until we’re full on your holy goodness. 
 
Pastor: Silence, too, is praise to you, O Lord, and also obedience. 

People: You hear the prayer in it all. 
 
Pastor: You leave us breathless when your merciful works answer us by putting everything right. 

People: God of our rescue, of our deliverance, of our release from sin: you are the hope of all creation, to the 

far corners of the earth. 
 
Pastor: Let us worship God! 

 

* HYMN Here in This Place               Gather Us In 
 

 
 

The Substance of Hope: Anna 

by Elspeth Young 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
   
 Call to Confession  

    
Prayer of Confession 
  

People: Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him Lord of all. We confess that 

we do not always give Christ first place in our lives. Sometimes we go along with the ways of the world: 

we adopt the popular values of our culture without giving our commitment to follow Jesus a second 

thought. At other times, we are silent instead of speaking up as his witnesses. We turn away when the 

needs of others call us to give of ourselves. We don’t watch or listen eagerly, expecting to see and hear 

Jesus at work loving and healing among us.  
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession) 
  
Pastor: Gracious God,  
People: forgive us and strengthen our trust in you. By your Spirit, empower us to go into your creation to speak 

your truth with our voices. Give us imagination to seek out new ways to comfort others with our presence 

and to embody your welcome and compassion in our lives, just as Christ Jesus did in his. Through him 

we ask this and all things. Amen.  
 

Assurance of Pardon 
  

Pastor: Hear the good news…   …In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Let all the people say:   

People: Thanks be to God!  
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* Response  Our God is an Awesome God            Awesome God 
 

 
 

* THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,…    …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

(At your place, you are invited to share with one another signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 

—  THE WORD  —  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

 

FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  Luke 2:22-23, 36-40 

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Romans 12:1-11 

 

SERMON Working as a Non-Prophet     The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

 
 

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ~  from Our World Belongs to God: A Contemporary Testimony (a confession of the Christian 

Reformed Church) 
 

Jesus stays with us in the Spirit, who renews our hearts, 

 moves us to faith, leads us in the truth, 

  stands by us in our need, and makes our obedience fresh and vibrant. 
 
The Spirit's gifts are here to stay in rich variety, fitting responses to timely needs. 

 We thankfully see each other as gifted members of the fellowship 

  which delights in the creative Spirit's work. 

 The Spirit gives more than enough to each believer for God's praise 

  and our neighbor's welfare. 
 
Restored in Christ’s presence and shaped by his life, 

together we live out the ongoing story of God’s reconciling love, 

  announce Christ’s new creation, and work for a world of justice and peace. 
 
To God be all honor, praise, and glory! Amen. 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
 

Offertory Hope of Abraham and Sarah          Judith Snowden 
 

Hope of Abraham and Sarah, friend of Hagar, God of Ruth, 

 you desire that every people worship you in spirit, truth. 

Meet us in our sacred places, mosque and synagogue and church. 

 Show us paths of understanding, bless us in our common search. 
 
Root us in our own tradition, faith our forebears handed down. 

 Grow us in your grace and knowledge, plant our feet on solid ground. 

Cultivate the seeds of sharing in this world of many creeds. 

 Keep us open, wise in learning, bearing fruit in loving deeds. 
 
Hope of Abraham and Sarah, sovereign God whom we adore, 

 form in us your new creation free of violence, hate, and war. 

So may Torah, cross and crescent, each a sign of life made new, 

 point us toward your love and justice, earth at peace and one in you. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 
 

—  SENDING  — 
 

* HYMN How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord               Repton 
 

 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
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POSTLUDE Celebration          James Mansfield 
 

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, 

perhaps using the words of this prayer by Ann Weems: 
   

O God, if you will bend near, I will climb upon the wings of your spirit 

and soar from the pit of despair. 

I will write your word of love across my face so that everyone can see that I worship you, 

the God of forgiveness and understanding. 

Bend near, O God, for I believe in the spirit of your law. 
  
O blessed God, there is no end to your mercy.  

You smile upon your hurting children and turn hearts warm with your love. 

Blessed be your name through all the earth. Blessed be the spirit of your compassionate Word. 
   

 
+ + +  

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

   Pastor    Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

   Director of Music  A. David Hurd    

 

About the cover image: 
 

Elspeth Young is a contemporary American painter, photographer, and musician who focuses primarily on 

religious art. About the image, “The Substance of Hope: Anna”, Young writes:   
 

Anna the prophetess is depicted seated in the temple; her gaze is confident and purposeful because 

of her faith in the promised Messiah. The painting depicts her the moment before she sees and 

recognizes the Savior, brought as an infant to the temple by Mary and Joseph.  Her eyes see with an 

eye of faith the "substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1).   

Anna holds several fresh red anemones in her hands.  Scholars believe this species is a likely 

candidate for the "lilies of the field" mentioned by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:28).  

The Savior uses these flowers to remind us of the inner beauty attainable through discipleship, and are 

included in the painting to represent Anna’s trust in the Lord and his ability to provide for her if she 

follows him in faith. 

Besides representing a sacrificial offering, the white doves at Anna’s feet also symbolize the Holy 

Spirit, as described in the Gospel accounts of the Jesus’ baptism. 

Anna wears a gold wedding band, symbolizing her marriage as a young woman. Such wedding 

bands were a common custom among the Hebrews, likely adopted from the Egyptian custom of wearing 

a ring on the fourth finger of the left hand because it was believed that a vein connected that finger to 

the heart. 

 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


