
 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY           OCTOBER 25, 2020 
  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

+ + +  
* Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

PRELUDE Prelude on Quebec       Gordon Young 
  
  Silent prayer           John Knox 
 

Prayer is an earnest and familiar talking with God, to whom we 

declare all our miseries, whose support and help we implore and 
desire in our adversities, and whom we laud and praise for our 

benefits received. So that prayer contains the exposition of our 

sorrows, the desire of God's defence, and the praising of His 

magnificent name, as the Psalms of David clearly do teach. 
 
 
 

—  GATHERING  — 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP  ~  based on Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 
  

Leader: Lord, you are our home, 

People: Our dwelling place for all generations. 
 
Leader: Before the mountains, before the earth, from everlasting to everlasting, 

People: You are God, and we are dust. 
 
Leader: A thousand years in your sight are as fleeting as all our yesterdays. 

People: You sweep them away as if a dream. 
 
Leader: The grass is renewed in the morning, but in the evening it withers. 

People: Turn to us, O God. Have compassion on us. 
 
Leader: Satisfy us, O Lord, our dwelling place, 

People: Satisfy us with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice. 
 
Leader: Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil. 

People: Make your work known to us, your servants, and your glorious power to our children. 
 
Leader: Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands; 

People: O prosper the work of our hands! 
 
Leader:  Let us worship God! 

 

* HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God         EIN’ FESTE BURG 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salvation 

in Christ alone 

according to Scripture alone 

by faith alone 

through grace alone 

for the glory of God alone 
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CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
   
 Call to Confession  

    
Prayer of Confession 
  

People: O compassionate God, Jesus our Savior, it is so easy for us to rattle off your great commandment — to 

love God with heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Yet we do not live 

it. Instead of loving you, we love the gods of our own making. Instead of loving our neighbor, we have, 

in our own way, exploited, ignored, betrayed, and disregarded one another. We are quick to judge others 

and slow to consider our own disobedience.  
 

(Moment of silence for personal confession) 
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Leader: Yet you see us clearly. Convict our hearts as only you can. Love us into a new way of being, the way that 

you commanded. Amen. 

People:  Restore to us your Spirit of love. Empower us to live as faithful, obedient, and willing disciples of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
  

Pastor: Hear the good news…   …In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Let all the people say:   

People: Thanks be to God!  
 

* Response  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing         Nettleton 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
* THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,…    …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

(At your place, you are invited to share with one another signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 

—  THE WORD  —  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

 

FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES ~ Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Matthew 22:34-46 

 

SERMON Big Kahuna Commandments                The Rev. Bruce Boak 

 
 

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 

 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH ~   taken from the creeds and confessions of the PC(USA)   
  

Leader: We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,                    Nicene Creed 

  the communionn of saints, the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.              Apostles’ Creed 

All:  We confess and acknowledge one God alone, 

distinct in three persons: 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 

to whom alone we must cleave, 

and in whom alone we put our trust.              Scots Confession 
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Leader: We believe that, we belong – body and soul, in life and in death – 

not to ourselves but to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.                  Heidelberg Catechism 

Men: We believe that, all things are governed by the Providence of God.      Second Helvetic Confession 

Women: We believe that, the Lord our God was pleased to make 

a second covenant of grace, wherein he freely offered unto  

sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ.               Westminster Confession 

Leader: We believe that, the chief end of humankind is to glorify God, 

and to enjoy God forever.                 Westminster Shorter Catechism 

All:  We believe that there is but one only, the living and true God. 

God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, 

glory, blessedness and perfection, all-sufficient, 

eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, 

everywhere present, almighty, 

knowing all things, most wise, most holy, 

most just, most merciful and gracious, 

long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.              Westminster Larger Catechism 

Leader: The church’s commission, upon which its freedom is founded, 

consists in delivering the message of the free grace of God 

to all people in Christ’s stead, and therefore in the ministry 

of his own Word and work through sermon and Sacrament.              Declaration of Barmen 

Men: We believe that, the life, death, resurrection, and promised coming  

of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the church’s mission.                     Confession of 1967 

Women: We believe that unity is both a gift and an obligation 

for the church of Jesus Christ. 

Through the work of God’s Spirit, unity is a binding force. 

At the same time, unity must be earnestly pursued and sought. 

Our unity must become visible to the world.                         Confession of Belhar 

Leader: We believe that separation and hatred between people and groups is sin, 

already conquered by Christ. Anything threatening our unity  

has no place in the church.                            Confession of Belhar 

All:  With believers in every time and place 

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 

can separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.                Brief Statement of Faith 

  

Prayer of Dedication  

 

‒ The Eucharist ‒ 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  ~  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Leader: O living God: for your blessing in creation, for your image deep within us, for your life in all its fullness,  

People: we give thanks.  
  
Leader: O Jesus our brother: for your coming to earth, and your calling of us as your friends; for your sharing of our life 

and death, and your rising in power to life eternal, 

People: we give you thanks.  
  
Leader: O living Spirit of grace and truth: for revealing yourself in community, for healing our brokenness and breathing 

in us Christ’s own courage so that we may fully live and love and share,  

People: we give you thanks.  
  
Leader: O living Trinity: for the promise of your Word that endures forever, for the vision of a new creation built on 

trust in you, for the invitation to a feast where your love is proclaimed to all,  

People: we give you thanks. 
  
Leader: God of justice and peace, you stand with those who are hurting and helpless. Now we lift to you in prayer those 

who suffer violence and want…    We pray for those who carry heavy burdens…    We remember before you 

those we love and those who love us… 
  
 O Lord, where could we go from your Spirit? Everywhere your grace surrounds us and supports us. 

People: Where could we go from your Spirit? Nothing in all creation can separate us from you. 
  
Leader: Spirit of the living God, be present with us now, breathe in us and on these gifts of bread and cup, that sharing 

your blessing and your broken life we may share in your continual presence and your resurrection life. Together, 

as your body, may we remain in your love and be guided by your compassion. In the name of Christ who taught 

us to pray:  

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

  

BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE CUP 
  

Leader:  The bread which we break, is it not our sharing in the body of Christ? 

People:  We who are many are one body, for by the Spirit we all share Christ as we eat together. 
  
Leader:  The cup for which we give thanks, is it not our sharing in the blood of Christ? 

People:  By the Sprit, the cup which we drink is our fellowship together in Christ. 

  

SHARING THE GIFTS OF BREAD AND CUP 
  

Communion Anthem Sing a New Song unto the Lord          Daniel L. Schutte 
 
Refrain: Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountain's high.  

 Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing hallelujah!  
 

Open, now, open the doorways of justice! Let us be glad as we pass through those gates. 

This is the place where the righteous may enter, singing to God with thanksgiving and praise.    Refrain 
 
I will sing praises because you have heard me, offering salvation with grace upon grace,  

turning the stone that the builders rejected into the cornerstone, rock of our faith.    Refrain  
 
It is the Lord who has done all these wonders. I have seen marvelous, marvelous things.  
This is the day that the Lord has created. Join the rejoicing as every heart sings.    Refrain  
 
Praise the Creator, the Christ, and the Spirit, from the beginning through worlds without end:  

God who is now and who evermore shall be, glory forever, amen and amen!    Refrain 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Gracious God, we give you thanks for this meal. Here, by your Spirit, you have made us one with Jesus Christ. Here, 

by your Spirit, you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. May this meal strengthen us to 

trust you in all things, sharing through our words and our deeds the joyful good news of your powerful love with 

everyone. Through Christ we pray; Amen. 
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—  SENDING  — 

 

* HYMN One Word Above All Others             Es flog ein kleins waldvögelein 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE Chorale Prelude on If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee        J. S. Bach 

           BWV 642 

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, perhaps 

using the words of this prayer: 
  

Loving God, present and near, 
you are at once infinite, boundless, timeless and eternal, 

but at the same time intimately entwined with our lives. 
You are with us no matter where we find ourselves. 

Let us know the reality and peace of your presence as we live today,  

for it is for Christ’s sake that we ask. Amen. 

 

+ + + 
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

   Pastor    Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

   Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

   Guest   Rev. Bruce Boak 

   Acolyte   Celia Rose 

   Vocalist   Theresa Kehl 

   Ushers   Ron Long, Dan Young,  

      Zach Matzek and Kathy Collins. 

 

Today we welcome Rev. Bruce Boak to our pulpit. Bruce, a retired pastor in the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, has recently 

completed his service as the Interim Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Oneida, NY.  During his called ministry he served 

four congregations:  Bessemer, PA, Downingtown, PA, Canton, OH, and Pittsford, NY.  For 46 summers he has been a 

summer pastor at Wells Memorial Presbyterian Church on the island of Avalon, NJ. Bruce is a1969 graduate of Grove City 

College and a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary. He is a cyclist, sings in a jazz quartet and has acquired an inflatable 

kayak which he has successfully capsized.  Bruce’s wife, Martha (Oerter) is a 1970 alumna of the Grove City College.  They 

are parents to two grown children, Josh and Meredith, and they enjoy their three granddaughters, Haley, Elena, and Elaine.  

 
 
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of Archie McCurdy whose birthday was in 

October by Leslie McCurdy and family. 

 

Welcome to this service of worship. Just a few reminders as we worship in this space together: 

 We will not be singing together today, even with masks on. But do hum joyfully and read along with the hymns. 

 Thank you for maintaining a safe distance from others. 

 Please keep your mask on throughout the service. 

 The offering plate will not be passed today, but there is a plate in the narthex into which you may place any financial 

gift you would like to make. 

 

Reflections on Reformation Hymnody 
 
Today we celebrate Reformation Sunday. Officially, Reformation Day is October 31. On October 31, 2017, the church 

celebrated the 500th anniversary of the day when Martin Luther tacked his 95 theses to the door of the Wittenburg Church.  

Luther had no intention of starting a new church, but issued a call for the church to focus on the Gospel. This call was also 

heard by many other reformers like John Calvin and John Knox to whom many Presbyterians trace their spiritual roots. 

Indeed, many of the changes that Luther proposed are even now being explored by the Roman Catholic Church of which 

Luther was a part. 
 
Not only was a focus on the Gospel important during the Reformation period, so was the growth of hymnody. Informed by 

the recovery of the great truths of Scripture, hymns of the Reformation were Christocentric and theologically astute. They 

not only aided in worship, but they also acted as a teaching tool. Many of us have learned our theology as much through the 

hymns and spiritual songs we have sung as through scripture. 
 
More recently a lot of hymnody has fallen on hard times. The Second Great Awakening, Pentecostalism, and the Jesus 

Movement have taken much church music in a slightly different direction. Many hymns and theological songs became far 

less theologically informed. The good news is that many of them centered upon the glory and majesty of God. At the same 

time the scriptures that moved the pens of hymnists became replaced with the quills of more romantic composers. 
 
Dr. Michael Horton, professor of theology and apologetics at Westminster Seminary California, reflects upon this transition 

in an article titled, Are Your Hymns Too Spiritual? Here's how the article begins: 

The average Christian will learn more from hymns than from any systematic theology. Hymns chart progression from 

classic hymns of the 17th and 18th centuries (especially those of Charles Wesley, Augustus Toplady, John Newton and 

William Cowper) to the Romantic "songs and choruses" of the 19th and 20th centuries.They reflect the shift from 
Reformation categories (God, sin and grace, Christ's saving work, the Word, church, sacraments, etc.) to Romantic 

individualism. Churches began to sing words like, "He touched me." The wonderful 19th century hymns that talk about 
the objective truth of Scripture, now had to coexist with an overwhelming number of spiritual songs that focus on one’s 

personal experience. It is “my heart,” not God and God’s saving work, that began to receive top billing.  
 
If that was true of the 19th century, the 20th and 21st centuries have tended to continue this emphasis. Broadway musicals 

which I enjoy are now often imitated in songs that elevate personal experience and happiness above God and God’s glory. 

Today, many entries in praise songbooks are wonderfully touching, but sometimes burdened with this self-centered and 
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Gnostic tendency, which might have, at one time, been considered outright heresy. Certainly, this is not intentional, but it 

may well have happened because there is a yearning in the human heart to have a direct and intimate relationship to God the 

creator, redeemer and sustainer. Many of our newest hymns and praise songs seek to bring together the theological and 

biblical richness of the Reformation period and harmonize it with contemporary and indigenous music styles and rhythms.  

Reformation continues within the church, including the church’s music.      

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


