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+ + + 
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE Thanks Be To God     G. F. Handel 
 
 Silent Prayer                  Rev. Howard Thurman 
 
 In your presence, O God, I make my sacrament of thanksgiving. 
  
 I begin with the simple things of our days:  

  fresh air to breathe, cool water to drink, the taste of food,  

  the protection of houses and clothes, the comforts of home. 
 For all these I make my prayer of thanksgiving this day. 
 
 I bring to mind all the warmth of humankind that I have known:  

  my mother’s arms, the strength of my father,  
 the playmates of my childhood, the wonderful stories told to me of 

days gone by when fairies and giants and diverse kinds of 
magic held sway;  

  the tears we have shed, the tears we have seen; 

 the excitement of laughter and the twinkle in the eye with its 
reminder that life is good. 

 For all these I make my prayer of thanksgiving this day. 
 

 

 —  GATHERING  — 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP  ~  Psalm 92:1, 4-5 
  

Pastor: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

People: to declare your loving-kindness in the morning, and your faithfulness by night. 
 
Pastor: For you, O Lord, have made me glad by what you have done. 

People: I will sing for joy at the work of your hands. How great are your works, O Lord! 
 
HYMN Now Thank We All Our God                          Nun Danket Alle Gott 
  

1 Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 

 who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices; 

 who, from our mothers' arms, hath blessed us on our way 

 with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
2  O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

 with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

 and keep us in God's grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

 and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
 
3  All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, 

 to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given: 

 the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, 

 the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore. 
 
CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  
 Call to Confession  

 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Pastor: Lord God, I need you. 
 

I need your sense of time. Always I have an underlying anxiety about things. Sometimes I am in a hurry to 

achieve my ends and am completely without patience. It is hard for me to realize that some growth is slow; 

that not all processes are swift. I cannot discriminate between what takes time to develop and what can be 

rushed because my sense of time is dulled.  

People: O to understand the meaning of perspective, that I may do all things with a profound sense of your time. 
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Pastor  Lord, I need your sense of order. The confusion of the details of living is sometimes overwhelming. The 

little things keep getting in my way, providing ready-made excuses for failure to do and be what I know I 

ought to do and be. Much effort is spent on things that are not very important, while significant things are 

put in an insignificant place when I depend on my own priorities.  

People: Unscramble my thinking and bring your order to the chaos of my life, O God. 
 
Pastor: Lord, I need your sense of the future. Keep alive in me the faithful outlook, the highest hope. Let me not 

be frozen either by the past or the present.  

People: Grant me your sense of the future in which all life is made whole in your Son, Christ Jesus. 
 

Hymn  Come Ye Thankful People Come               St. George’s Windsor 
 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home. 

All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. 

God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God's own temple, come; raise the song of harvest home. 
 
2 All the world is God's own field, fruit in thankful praise to yield, 

wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 
3 For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home; 

from each field shall in that day all offenses purge away; 

give the angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast, 

but the fruitful ears to store in God's garner evermore. 
 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy final harvest home. 

Gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, 

there forever purified, in thy presence to abide: 

come, with all thine angels, come; raise the glorious harvest home! 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
  

Pastor: Hear the good news…   …In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Let all the people say:   

People: Thanks be to God!  
 
THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,…    …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 
 

—  THE WORD  —  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  Psalm 137:1-4 
 
FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
HOMILY             The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 
 
TIME OF REFLECTION AND OFFERING Children of the Heavenly Father        Edward Broughton 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 

People: God’s love is everlasting. 
 

Pastor: Come, let us praise God joyfully. 

People:  Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  
 

Merciful and generous God: for the good world you created; for beauty great and small; simple or complex – 

both in nature and in visual art and dance and music; 

People: Thank you, God. 
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Pastor: For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common hopes and hardships shared from 

birth until our dying; 

People: Thank you, God. 
 
Pastor: For work to do and strength to work; for those whose job it is to help and who therefore seldom hear a word of 

gratitude; for the companionship of labor; for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 

People: Thank you, God. 
 
Pastor: For the relationships we have with others both nearby and at a distance, for connections long-held and those that 

last only moments, and for new ways of connecting; for family; for the support they offer and the guidance they 

provide; for family amusements and family pleasures; 

People: Thank you, God. 
 
Pastor: For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and startling frankness; for their sudden 

sympathies; for young people; for their high hopes; for their irreverence toward worn-out values; for their search 

for freedom; for their solemn vows; 

People: Thank you, God. 
 
Pastor: For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest in leisure; and for time made 

precious by its passing; 

People: Thank you, God. 
 
Pastor: For the faithful example of those who no longer walk among us, who now rest forever in your care; 

People: Thank you, God. 
 
Pastor: For the church in which you have drawn us; for the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament; for our life 

together in the Lord; 

People: We praise you, God. 
 
Pastor: For your Holy Spirit, who directs our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love; who prays in us and prompts 

our grateful worship; 

People: We praise you, God. 
 
Pastor: Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives again for our salvation; for our hope 

in him; and for the joy of serving him; 

People: We thank and praise you, Eternal God, for all your goodness to us. 
 
Pastor: Together we boldly pray:  

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 
 
 

—  SENDING  — 
 

HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth          Dix 
 

1 For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
2  For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight, 

for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
4  For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
5  For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given; 

for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:  

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God                 Nun Danket Alle Gott 

        arr. Van Denman Thompson 
 

Silent Prayer: As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, perhaps 

using the words of this prayer by Rev. Howard Thurman:   
 

God of peace, the big hope that never quite deserts me is that I and my kind will study war no more and that 
compassion and tenderness and all the inner graces of your almighty love will cover the life of all your 

children as the waters cover the sea. These hopes and more than mind can think and heart can feel, 

I make as my sacrament of thanksgiving to thee, Our Father, in humbleness of mind and simplicity of heart. 
 

 

+ + + 

 

 
 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

   Pastor    Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

   Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

 

About Tonight’s Service     
Several of tonight’s prayers are taken directly from or are based on those written by Rev. Howard Thurman (1899-1981). 

For 12 years, Rev. Thurman was chaplain for Howard University and served on the faculty of the Howard University School 

of Divinity. Thurman traveled widely during this time and became involved in a number of international religious groups and 

missions around the world. It was while on one of these trips that Thurman met Mahatma Gandhi; Gandhi told Thurman that 

he regretted not having made the practice of nonviolence more well-known across the globe. Gandhi said to Thurman, “It may 

be through the Negroes that the unadulterated message of nonviolence will be delivered to the world.” 
 
Thurman left Howard University and began a church in San Francisco. In 1953, he was invited to become the Dean of 

Marsh Chapel at Boston University. It was while the chapel’s dean that Thurman mentored a young doctoral student named 

Martin Luther King, Jr. King is said to have always kept a paperback copy of Thurman’s book, Jesus and the Disinherited, in 

his suitcoat pocket. 
 
Rev. Howard Thurman has a Rochester connection: he is a graduate of Rochester Divinity School (now called Colgate 

Rochester Crozier Divinity School). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


