
  
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                    DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 
+ + +    

* Please rise in body or spirit. 
 
PRELUDE Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  Es ist ein’ Ros’ 

    arr. John Carter 
 
 Silent Prayer  adapted from a prayer by Rev. Don C. Skinner 
  

Holy God, we come today, not entirely clear about what 
motivates us, confused in our loyalties, anxious about what you 

may require of us. Still, we come, because this Child of 
Bethlehem reveals how deeply you love us. Now by the heat of 

that love melt our uncertainty and recast us as your own people. 

Fill me now with your hope and peace and draw me near to you. 
In the name of that Bethlehem Child we pray; Amen. 

  
 

—  GATHERING  — 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
  

Pastor: In our dark nights, when our cries for help echo off the walls, you hear us; 

People: you turn our tears into rivers of joy, O God who listens to our hearts.  
 
Pastor: Each day, when our fears push us closer to the edge of loneliness or apathy; 

People: you tug us back into the safety of your grace, O God who is the servant of the suffering.  
  
Pastor: Every time we stumble over our efforts to be perfect; 

People: you pull us to our feet to learn new dance steps of hope, O God who is the peace of our souls. 
 
Pastor: Come Lord Jesus! Open our lives to the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that you bring. 

People: We come to welcome and to worship you.  

  

* HYMN Comfort, Comfort You My People           Picardy  
 

 
 

 
 
 



2 
 

 

     
   

—  THE WORD  — 
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

  

FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  Isaiah 40:1-11 

  

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Mark 1:1-8 

  

SERMON The Beginning of the Good News              Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

  

ANTHEM A Prayer of Supplication       Hal Hopson 

 Chancel Choir  
  

Bare as the birch shed of autumn's majesty, stark as the corn field after the harvest.  

We come before thee. 
 

Hear us as we ask for renewal through the life and death of our Savior.  

Patient as the buried seed we wait.  
  
O Lord, we wait on thee. O heal our hearts and bind our wounds.  

Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison.  
  
Bare as the birch shed of autumn's majesty, stark as the corn field after the harvest.  

We come before Thee.  
  
Hear us as we ask for renewal through the life and death of our Savior.  

Patient as the buried seed we wait. And we praise Thee.  
  
  

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 
  
CONFESSION AND PARDON   
  

Call to Confession   
  
 Prayer of Confession  

  
People: Holy God, we confess that we do not always walk in your way of peace. We hurt one another; we neglect 

those who need our help. We frantically search for personal security and for meaning in our lives but 

are often left feeling empty.  
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(Moment of silence for personal confession) 
  

Pastor: Gracious God,  

People: forgive us. Deliver us from our restless wanderings. Turn our hearts toward you again and give us a 

new beginning empowered by your Spirit. Give us the will to show our repentance in our compassionate 

words and loving actions. In Christ’s name we pray.    
  

Response O come, thou Key of David, free thine own from sin’s dark tyranny.         Veni Emmanuel 

Before thee rulers silent fall; all people on thy mercy call. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

Assurance of Pardon  
  
Pastor: Peace is not simply the absence of violence or war. Peace is not the experience of self-satisfied contentment 

nor is peace obtained by turning our backs on the needs of the world. 

People: True peace – that is farther and deeper than all we know – is the wholeness and purpose we experience 

because God’s love never forsakes us. 
  
Pastor: Peace is the quiet courage and patient strength that comes when we seek the Lord, listen to God’s call to 

us, and follow the Spirit’s leading even when the way ahead is uncertain or difficult.  

People: True peace comes in trusting that God works all things for good for those who love God, regardless even 

of our failures.  
  
Pastor: We light this candle of peace, confident that in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

* Response Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!               Gloria (Refrain) 
   
* THE PEACE 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,…    …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

(At your place, you are invited to share with one another signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 

—  Celebration of The Eucharist  — 
  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  
   
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
  
Pastor:   We give you thanks, almighty God, through your beloved One, Christ our Lord. He is your Word, inseparable 

from you, through whom you made all things and in whom all things hold together in love. Born of Mary by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, he became flesh as Jesus, the visible image of your invisible glory.  
  
Response  Of the Father’s Love Begotten     Divinum Mysterium 
  

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,  

 He is Alpha and Omega; he the source, the ending he,  
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 

 Evermore and evermore!  
  

Pastor:  We give you thanks, merciful God, that Jesus, in perfect obedience to you and to fulfill your gracious will for 

us, stretched out his hands in suffering to release from suffering all those who place their trust in you. He freely 

accepted death in order to destroy the power of death, to overcome the darkness of sin, and to lead us into your 

light.  
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Response  Of the Father’s Love Begotten     Divinum Mysterium 

  
O ye heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts his praises sing. 

 Power, dominions, bow before him and extol our God and King.  
Let no tongue on earth be silent; every voice in concert ring, 

  Evermore and evermore!  
  

Pastor:  Remembering your victory in Jesus’ death and resurrection, we set before you this bread and cup, thankful that 

in Christ we may stand in your presence as your beloved children. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 

these gifts from vine and field, that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

By that same Spirit, make us the body of Christ for the world, serving and praying for others…     …Gather into 

one all who share these holy mysteries and strengthen our faith, that together we may praise and glorify you, 

through your son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  
Response  Of the Father’s Love Begotten     Divinum Mysterium 
  

Christ to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
 Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be:  

Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory, 

 Evermore and evermore!   
   

Pastor: Together we pray: 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION ~ BREAKING OF THE BREAD ~ COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE    

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, you have called us to trust you in all things, to be faithful through the years, and to bring hope to 

a broken world. Strengthen us with this meal and empower us with your Spirit to be your people and to live lives of 

uncommon faith and love each day. You are Lord forevermore. Amen.   
  
 

—  SENDING  — 
 

* HYMN Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice                     Aberystwyth 
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* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel       arr. Robert Powell

   
 

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray 

this prayer attributed to Clement of Rome, who died in about 100 AD.   
    

O God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, your only begotten Son, give me a pure heart, a 

watchful mind, and an upright understanding. Give me the presence of your Holy Spirit, that I may 

obtain and ever hold fast to an unshaken faith in your Truth, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord; 

through whom be glory to you in the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen. 
    

+ + + 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

Pastor  Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

Vocalist Addy Capel 
 
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in celebration of our children and grandchildren by Mike and 

Joan Henchen. 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


