
  
 

 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
CHRISTMAS EVE, 10:00 PM     DECEMBER 24, 2020 
   

+ + + 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE Lo, How a Rose is Growing       John Leavitt 
   

Silent prayer          Anonymous, 16th c. A.D. 
    

O King of heaven, who served with such obedience, 
 you are laid in the stable who holds the world; 

You lie in a manger and reign in heaven. 

 We praise you this night and forever.  Amen. 
  

   

—  GATHERING  — 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP  ~  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES AND THE CHRIST CANDLE 
   

Pastor: Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.  

People: He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word.  
              

Pastor: Each week during this season as we prepared to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, we lighted candles 

representing the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that the Holy Spirit gives us as we live every day, trusting 

the promises of our faithful God.  

People: Tonight we light the Christ candle, signifying that our time of Advent waiting and preparation is over. 
  
Pastor: Hear these words from the prophet Isaiah,   

  
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness − on them light has shined.  

  
 The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.  

People: Alleluia! 

  

HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           Veni Emmanuel       
  

O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON   
  
Call to Confession                  
  
Prayer of Confession 
  

Pastor: Holy God of Love, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

People: We go about our lives as if Christmas is an event to be celebrated, but not lived. 
 
Pastor: In Jesus, you announced your good news of great joy for all people, but we do not heed it.  

People: We hear the pleas of families who need safe, warm places to live, but we prefer the sound of the carols. 

We see those who are in need of care and of food, but we look instead to the decorations. We hear the 

call of the angels to come and worship the newborn King, but we give our true loyalty and devotion to 

the idols of our time: financial security and fame, comfort and pleasure. 
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  (Moment of silence for personal confession) 
       
Pastor: Forgive us, we pray.  

People: Forgive us and free us for joyful obedience to you. Remove the barriers to faithfulness that we 

ourselves construct, and empower us by your Spirit to be a people who do the real, gritty, holy, grace-

filled, loving work of Christmas every day. In the name of the one whose birth we celebrate – God-

with-us – we pray. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

Pastor: Hear the good news! God who said, “Let there be light” is the same God who shows us God’s glory shining 

in the face of Jesus Christ.  

People: We are forgiven! Because to us a Child has been born; to us a Son has been given. And his name is 

Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace: Jesus the Christ.  
  

Response In the Bleak Midwinter (v. 4)        Cranham 
  

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
  
 

—  THE WORD  — 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Luke 2:1-20 

   

HOMILY             The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

  

MEDITATION The Shepherd’s Song to Mary    Bob Chilcott 
  

We stood on the hills, Lady, our day’s work done, 

Watching the frosted meadows that winter had won. 
  
The evening was calm, Lady, the air so still,  
Silence more lovely than music folded the hill. 
  
There was a star, Lady, shone in the night, 

Larger than Venus it was and bright, so bright. 
  
Oh, a voice from the sky, Lady, it seemed to us then 
Telling of God being born in the world of men. 
  
And so we have come, Lady, our day’s work done, 

Our love, our hopes, ourselves, we give to your son. 
  
 

— THE EUCHARIST —  
  
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
  
 Pastor: People of God…           … The Lord be with you.  

 People: And also with you.  
  
 Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

 People: We lift them to the Lord.  
  
 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

Pastor: Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. Out of nothing, you called all worlds into being, and still 

you draw creation to its fulfillment.  

People: Glory to you, O Lord! 
  
Pastor: In Christ, your Word became flesh, born of the Virgin Mary. He emptied himself, taking our human form, that 

through his living and his dying, through his resurrection and his ascension to glory, we might come to share in 

his very being. 

People: Glory to you, O Lord! 
  
Pastor: Now filled with the Spirit, who at the first creation moved over the face of the waters and overshadowed Mary 

at Nazareth, we await with joy the completion of your new creation. We are your beloved children: children of 

your redeeming purpose who share your healing and reconciling love with the world. 

People: Glory to you, almighty Father, and to your Son, Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever; Amen. 
 
Pastor: Lord God, pour out your Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and cup, that through them we may meet you at 

this table. Here may we taste the goodness of your love and see the overflooding of your grace. Just as rich magi 

and poor shepherds came from far and near together to worship their God alive in a manger, here may we be 

joined together with all your people and with Christ, our Savior, in whose name we are bold to pray… 
  
 The Lord’s Prayer 

  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  ~  COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE            

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  
Great God, as you came at night when all was still, so come to us at this quiet moment. Give us courage to be your 

people, each day living out your justice, mercy, and goodness. Make us co-workers with the Spirit: your agents in the 

transformation of the world, until that day when the baby whose birth we celebrate tonight comes again in peace. In 

the name of Jesus, the newborn King, we pray; Amen. 
  
  

—  SENDING  — 
  
CANDLE LIGHTING  
  

The Coming of the True Light  ~  a reading from John 1 
  

Carol Silent Night       Stille Nacht 
   
 Silent night, holy night!  

 All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child! 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight! Glories stream from heaven afar; 

 Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 
  
 Silent night, holy night!  

 Wondrous star, lend thy light! With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King! 

 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
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POSTLUDE  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child        Paul Manz   
  
 Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, perhaps 

using these words:   
  

Now in the silence, 

 whisper to us of the joy that comes into every life. 
Now in the comfort of carols, 

 sing to us of the hope that takes away the despair enveloping us. 
Now in familiar words heard anew,  

 speak to us of the grace that is born into barren lives 

  and of peace that is birthed in our hearts’ unspoken fears. 
Now gathering with those who have always been a part of us, 

  and those from whom we have been apart, 

 remind us of your heart which always accepts us, always welcomes us. 
Now in the love that is ours forever, 

 draw us closer to your heart, so we can be surprised by your wonder  
  and embraced by your tenderness. 
 
Now, Emmanuel, God-with-us, touch us once again with your holy peace. 

. 
  

+ + + 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

Pastor  Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

Vocalist Meredith Lowmaster 

Violinist Kaelyn Lowmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


