
  
CELEBRATION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

CHRISTMAS EVE, 7:00 PM                  DECEMBER 24, 2020 
 

+ + + 
 

PRELUDE Alleluia! He Comes to Us           Michael R. Keller 

 Central's Carillon Choir  

 Silent prayer 
  

Fragile God, born in the night – 

 You come as a tiny light in a vast darkness, yet that delicate 
and flickering light changes the darkness completely. 

  
Fragile God, born in the night – 

 meet us here in the lighting of our small lights,  
 that we may know your power making room among us  

  as the light that shines in our darkness,  

  the growing light that the darkness cannot overpower. 
  
Fragile God – be born in our night. Amen. 
  
 

—  GATHERING  — 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP  ~  Hebrews 1:1-4 
   

Pastor: Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.  

People: He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word.  
 
Pastor: When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 

as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

People: Let us worship God! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful              Adeste Fideles 
  

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! O come, let us adore him;  

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
  
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest! O come, let us adore him;  

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
  

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! O come, let us adore him;  

O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
  

 

—  THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  — 
  

THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH  ~  PART I 
  

Luke 1:26-35, 37-38  
   
Anthem No Wind at the Window                    Columcille 

   
No wind at the window, no knock on the door;  
 no light from the lampstand, no foot on the floor; 

No dream born of tiredness, no ghost raised by fear:  

 just an angel and a woman and a voice in her ear. 
 
No payment was promised, no promises made; 
no wedding was dated, no blueprint displayed. 

Yet Mary, consenting to what none could guess, 
 replied with conviction, “Tell God I say, ‘Yes’.” 
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Matthew 1:18-24  
 

Congregational Carol What Child Is This                Greensleeves 
   

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing! 

Haste, haste, to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!” 
 

Confession and Pardon 
   
 Call to Confession 
  
 Prayer of Confession 

  
People: God-with-us, Mary and Joseph trusted you and lived relying on your goodness and faithfulness. 

We do not always look for your guiding hand in what we do. Instead of embodying your love, we 

often hurt one another, sometimes without even realizing it.  We are willing to exploit others if it 

results in our own benefit or comfort. We let resentment and unkind thoughts grow; we are stingy 

with your gifts and our forgiveness. 
   

 (Moment of silence for personal confession) 
  

Pastor: God of grace,  

People: cleanse us and heal us. Awaken us to your mercy and truth, so that we may turn to you once again 

and live faithfully by the light of your love. Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray; Amen.  
  

Response O come, thou Key of David, free thine own from sin’s dark tyranny. 

 Before Thee rulers silent fall; all people on Thy mercy call. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  
 Assurance of Pardon   

  
Pastor: Here the good news…     …let all the people say: 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 Response Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!               Gloria (Refrain) 

 
The Peace 
  

Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ…     … The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  Let us greet one another with signs of forgiveness and of peace. 
  

You are invited to share with one another words and signs  

of God’s welcome, peace and forgiveness.  
 

THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH ~  PART II 
 

Congregational Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem         St. Louis 
  

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  
   
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
  

Luke 2:1-5 
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Anthem Love Came Gently      arr. Phillip Keveren 

 Chancel Choir  
  

Love came gently, soft as a baby, born to a lowly virgin girl. 

Wrapped in rags and laid in a manger, Love came gently to our world. 

Only shepherds and the wisest found him beneath the star so bright.  
While the nations lay deep in slumber, Love came gently in the night. 

No applause, no fanfare of trumpets heralding hope had come to earth. 
For the Promise tenderly entered, choosing instead a humble birth. 

Love came gently, sweetly to save us, knowing the price he'd have to pay. 

And to all who trust in the Savior, Love comes gently still today. 
  

Luke 2:6-7 
  

  
Congregational Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem         St. Louis 

  
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! 

 So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

 where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in. 
  
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray. 

 Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

  

HOMILY  ~  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES AND THE CHRIST CANDLE  
 
THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH  ~  PART III 
  
 Luke 2:8-14 

  
  

Anthem He Is Born             Il Est Ne 

 Chancel Choir, Central's Carillon Choir               Trevor Manor  
  

He is born the divine Christ Child; play on the flute and the bagpipes merrily! 
He is born the divine Christ Child; sing we all of the Savior's birth.  

 Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming.  
 Through long ages of the past, Now the time has come at last!  

 
He is born the divine Christ Child; play on the flute and the bagpipes merrily!  

He is born the divine Christ Child; sing we all of the Savior's birth.  
 In a stable he was born, in a manger was his cradle.  

 In a stable he was born, humble babe of Bethlehem.  
  
 Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us; 
 Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heavenly peace.  
  
He is born the divine Christ Child; play on the flute and the bagpipes merrily! 

He is born the divine Christ Child; sing we all of the Savior's birth.  
  

Luke 2:15-20 
  
  

Congregational Carol Angels, from the Realms of Glory             Regent Square 
  
   Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

   You, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

   Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
  
   Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night; 

   God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 

   Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
  

   All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

   Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

   Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
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The Offering 
   
      Call for the Offering 
 
  Offertory What Child Is This         Timothy Albrecht 
 
  Response What can I give him, poor as I am?         Cranham 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
    
     Prayer of Dedication and The Lord’s Prayer   

  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever; Amen.  

 

THE STORY OF JESUS’ BIRTH  ~  PART IV 
  
 John 1, selected verses        

  
Congregational Carol Silent Night       Stille Nacht 

  
 Silent night, holy night!  

 All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child! 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild: sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight! Glories stream from heaven afar; 

 Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!” 
  
 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face,   

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth; Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
Prayer 
   
Congregational Carol Joy to the World            Antioch 

  
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King! 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and heav’n and nature sing. 
  
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders, and wonders of his love. 
  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Organ Flourish on Joy to the World           Michael G. Dell 
 

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray, perhaps 

using the words of this prayer:   
    

 Wonderful Counselor:  
  As Christmas Eve draws to an end, I ready myself to close my eyes and sleep,  

   to rest in the peace and confidence of your love.  

  May all the weary world lie down in peace, confident that your love will break the darkness 

   as surely as the sun rises each new morning.  

  Thank you for memories that warm me this night.  
   I praise you for the blessings that have sustained me throughout the day.  

  I entrust myself and those I love to your care,  

   until we wake in the morning light of Christmas joy − to greet you once again. Amen. 
 
 

+ + + 
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
  

Pastor  Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

Director of Music  A. David Hurd 

Vocalist Chandra Downs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 
Church telephone: 585-243-0669                           Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                     Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  
 

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  


