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THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP 
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10:00 AM 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
PRELUDE Christ Is Risen, Alleluia             arr. Albin C. Whitworth 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  
Let’s begin with those who say “no.” Nicholas Clairmont entitled his post: 

“No, Everything Does Not Happen for a Reason. Thank God for that.” He 

wrote: “‘Everything happens for a reason’ is my very least favorite thing for someone to say. It is bad 

philosophy, bad theology, bad thinking, and bad advice. It manages to combine the maximum of ignorance 

with the maximum of arrogance.” Veronica Neffinger, writing from a Christian perspective, quotes John 

Pavlovitz, who “explains that while God certainly gives our lives meaning, the idea that everything we 

suffer, all the horrible experiences we’ve ever endured, have a purpose and meaning is actually harmful to 

our Christian walk.” - Paul Baxter, Reaching the World Through Mission Georgia, May12, 2016 at 

https://christianindex.org  
 
 
 WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD  

  
CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the Easter event, God unveiled a glorious truth and a new world for all people.  

Death has no power over us, for since Jesus is risen we, too, can be raised from the  

graves in our lives. As Christ was changed, so can we be changed.  

What a wondrous promise of potential!  

Let us worship the God of new creation with joy and thanksgiving. 

 

HYMN  Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain (# 234)                               St.Kevin 

 An Easter hymn for this 2nd Sunday of Eastertide. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) 
Life-giving God, we praise you that the time of resurrection is now, the promise of eternal life is now 

- a promise given to be received, and a future to be claimed, now. We come before you, needing and 

longing to shake off the grave-clothes of doubts and fears, failures and losses, sins and sorrows, 

trusting in your desire and power to make us and the whole world an Easter creation. Help us to be 

open to your resurrecting, life-changing presence and action in our midst. 
 
 Call to Confession 
  
 Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Re-creating God, only last Sunday we sang Easter hymns and heard the Easter story, but already, 

just a few days later, the news of resurrection still seems to have only shallow roots in our lives. 

Desires to be made new have turned lukewarm. We say things we don’t understand like, 
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“Everything happens for a reason.” We are really trying to be compassionate, but sometimes our 

understanding of your perspective is insufficient for our rhetoric. Some days we simply succumb 

to the sin of self-satisfaction which refuses to recognize how much we need to be changed. In 

truth, we feel entombed by lustful passions, enslaved by addictive behaviors, imprisoned by 

painful memories, and bound by depression or despair. Forgive us please, for the ways we 

distance ourselves from your power to be made new. Forgive our lack of openness, faith, and 

trust, whereby we deny ourselves your blessing.  Amen.   
Let us pause briefly to confess our personal sins. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE           Acts 13:38-39 

Let it be known to you therefore, my brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 

to you; by this Jesus everyone who believes is set free from all those sins from which you could not be 

freed by the law of Moses. Therefore, rejoice!  In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Amen! 
  

THE PEACE 
  Pastor:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Let us greet one another with signs of forgiveness and peace. 
 
  (You are invited to share words and signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 Doxology Glory Be to the Father (#581) 

  Gloria Patri 
 
 

 WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
 

A MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN 
 
HYMN  Let Us Build a House (#301)              Two Oaks 
 

Yes, this is a very new hymn for folks here in Geneseo. 

But the tune and the message will tell about the hopes of this congregation. 
 

EPISTLE READING ~ Romans 8:18-30 
 
COLLECT (responsive) 

Sing with joy, for on a Sunday friends of Jesus went to grieve. 

Soon they found his tomb was empty; telling others, they believed. 
 
God of miracle and wonder, Jesus died and lives again. 

Death has lost, for you are stronger; all creation sings, "Amen!" 
 

GOSPEL READING ~ Acts 13:16-40 
 

RESPONSIVE READING 
God, we pray, for there is nothing that can keep your love away — 
 
Not oppression, hardship, famine, things to come or things today. 

Heights and depths cannot defeat us; death will never be the same. 

Christ is risen! So you promise: we have life in Jesus' name. 
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ANTHEM Christ Is Coming                 Unser Herrscher  

                               Joachim Neander 

Christ is coming! Let creation from its groans and labor cease;  

let the glorious proclamation hope restore and faith increase:  

Christ is coming! Christ is coming! Come, O blessed Prince of peace. 
 
Earth can now but tell the story of your bitter cross and pain; we shall yet behold 

your glory, Lord, when you return to reign:  

Christ is coming! Christ is coming! Let each heart repeat the strain.  
 
With that blessed hope before us, flutes are tuned and harps are strung; let the 

mighty advent chorus onward roll from tongue to tongue: Christ is coming!  

Christ is coming! Let each heart repeat the song. 
 
SERMON Partial Truth 1 

 Everything Happens for a Reason 
 

Texts:  Jesus answered, you do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.  

(John 13:7) 
 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose.  (Romans 8:38) 
 
 

  WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
 
 Offertory  Rejoice Ye Pure In Heart                   James D. Kimball 
        

Doxology Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

     Offertory Prayer (unison) 

God of promise, this season of Easter gives us confidence and hope that you are changing us and 

the world into a new creation with Christ. We make this offering to symbolize our commitment to 

participate in your intention for our lives, the church, and the world beyond these doors. Please 

bless these gifts and use them for your transformative purposes, we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

  WE GO FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
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HYMN    Lord, Make Us More Holy (#313)        Lord, Make Us More Holy 

 Stanzas 1 & 4 

 We could add lots of our own words to this African-American spiritual. 

 Lord make us more loving, caring, patient, trusting, hopeful, gentle. 

 It is a song to sing with children and grandchildren.   

 Ask them what words should be added. 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    I Corinthians 16:33; II Timothy 2:1, Ephesians 6:10;  

 I Thessalonians 5;13-22; I Peter 2:17 
 

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve 

the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

POSTLUDE  My Faith Looks Up to Thee        Seth Bingham 
 

Silent Prayer: As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and 

to pray using the music you hear or perhaps using the words of this prayer:  

In the light of your new day, Lord Jesus, I see you there − always on the path in front of 

me. Let me follow with integrity where you will lead. Give me the wisdom to know the 

difference between what is false and what is true, between what is your way for me and 

what is the detour I selfishly want for myself. Teach me to love those I happen to encounter, 

just as individually as you have loved me. Amen.  

 

  + + +  

 

 

 WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  
Pastor  Rev. Bruce G. Boak  

Director of Music   A. David Hurd  

  Vocalist   Allyson Kehl-Wierzbowski 

 

 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of sister, Dottie Pinkney by 

Linda P. Badami 

  

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 

Church telephone: 585-243-0669                               Emergency pastoral care: 585-383-8928 

                               Mobile:  585-330-5378      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                         Pastor’s email:        bgboak@gmail.com 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
   

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  
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Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (#234)  
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Glory Be to the Father (#581) 
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Let Us Build a House (#301) 
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Lord, Make Us More Holy (# 313) 

 


