
  

SERVICE FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE 

SPRING PARTIAL TRUTH SERIES 

 
 

THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 

10:00 AM 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
PRELUDE    Christ Lag in Todesbanden        Johann Pachelbel 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  
In a "Jaywalking" sketch on The Tonight Show, comedian 

host Jay Leno asked random people on the street to name one 

of the Ten Commandments. The most popular response given 

was "God helps those who help themselves." Political 

commentator Bill O'Reilly employed the phrase, in responding 

to Jim McDermott who argued, "This is Christmas time. We 

talk about Good Samaritans, the poor, the little baby Jesus in 

the cradle and all this stuff. And then we say to the unemployed 

we won't give you a check to feed your family." O'Reilly argued for the importance of individual 

responsibility, concluding "while Jesus promoted charity at the highest level, he was not self-destructive. 

The Lord helps those who help themselves, does he not?”  
 
Woodrow M. Kroll, Taking Back the Good Book: How America Forgot the Bible and Why It Matters to 

You, Crossway Books, 2007. 
 
 
 WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD  

  
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: The doors are open; the good shepherd calls. Come in to find a place of comfort and safety. 

People: We turn away from our weariness and fear; We leave behind our anxiety and cares. 
  

Pastor: There is bread here to feed our every need; There are still waters to refresh our souls. 

People: We would devote ourselves to learning and praying. We seek to live in genuine community.  
Pastor: There are tasks for all of glad and generous heart. Find strength in this hour to follow Jesus’ 

steps. 

People: Praise God for this time apart; Praise God for refreshment and renewal. 

Pastor: Let us worship God! 
 

HYMN  The King of Love, My Shepherd Is (#802)             St. Columbia 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) 
God of signs and wonders, open our eyes to the marvelous evidence of your care for us. Open our 

ears to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd calling us by name.  Link us with one another in a true 

community of caring in which the needs of each are the concern of all.  Shower your goodness and 

mercy on all who gather to worship around the world today and equip your saints to share your 

blessings now and in the days to come.  Amen. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Tonight_Show_with_Jay_Leno_sketches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tonight_Show
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jay_Leno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_O%27Reilly_(political_commentator)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_McDermott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable_of_the_Good_Samaritan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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 Call to Confession 
  
 Prayer of Confession (unison) 

O God, it is so easy to stray from the best we know.  Before we realize it, we are lost in our fears, 

dominated by life’s shadows and preoccupied with our own wanderings, hungers, and 

importance.  We complain a lot, even though our cups overflow with your goodness and mercy.  

We are convinced that if we first prepare and help ourselves, you will step in and carry us over 

any finish line we pursue.  But, we now admit, that sometimes our temptations and hopes are 

such that we cannot help ourselves.  We are reluctant givers and ineffective followers.  Turn us 

around, O Lord, for we want to be faithful disciples.   
 

Let us pause briefly to confess our personal sins. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE         

With a steady rod and staff, God comforts and leads.  The table of forgiveness and blessing is already 

spread before us this morning.  Christ bore our sins that we might die to sin and live in righteousness.  

In ways we struggle to fathom by ourselves, Christ’s grace and generosity has extended to heal and 

restore us once again.  As forgiven people, may God help us to forgive. 
  

THE PEACE 
  Pastor:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Let us greet one another with signs of forgiveness and peace. 
 
  (You are invited to share words and signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 Doxology Glory Be to the Father (#581)          Gloria Patri 
 
 

 WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

BIBLE READING ~ Leviticus 23:1-3, 9-14, 22  
 

A MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN 
 
HYMN  I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry (#799)                        I Love the Lord 

This is an African-American spiritual with words by Isaac Watts. 

Although the words date back as far as 1719, this arrangement of the spiritual goes back only to 1975. 
 

EPISTLE READING ~ Romans 8:18-30 
 
COLLECT (responsive) 

God, we walk through death's deep valley, where such grief and hurt abound. 

In the midst of daily trouble, “Where?” we ask, “can you be found?” 
 
Where are trust and reassurance? And deep love that faith compels?  

God, at last we must confess that we cannot now help ourselves.   
 

BIBLE READING ~ 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5, 10-12 

RESPONSIVE READING 
As an ordinary pebble tossed upon a quiet pond 

Sends out rings of rippling waters, moving waters far beyond — 
 
So we touch the lives of others; We are moved by how they live. 

Help us, in our joy, remember; help us, in our love, forgive. 
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ANTHEM Grateful       Tom Tomaszek

  

Refrain:  Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy Son,  

joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.  

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy Word,  

joyful in your mercy flowing we will praise you.  
  

You are more than we imagine Ancient Holy, Living Lord.  

 Even when we doubt your presence you are faithful to your Word. Refrain 
  
 May our lives proclaim your justice, may our voices sing your praise.  

 May our hands work in your service to the glory of your name. Refrain  
 
A BIBLE LITANY OF VERSES 

Psalm 121:1-2, Psalm 10:14, Psalm 10:17-18, James 1:27, 

Proverbs 10:4, 19:17, 22:9, Hosea 6:6 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 

My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

The helpless commit themselves to you; you have been the helper of the orphan. 
 
O LORD, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen their heart, you will incline your 

ear to do justice for the orphan and the oppressed, 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  
A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich. 

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and will be repaid in full. 
 
Happy are generous people, because they give some of their food to the poor. 

I desire faithful love and not sacrifice. 

 

SERMON Partial Truth 2 

 God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 
 
 
 

  WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
 
 Offertory  Christ Lag in Todesbanden        Johann Krebs          
        

Doxology Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

     Offertory Prayer (unison) 

O Guardian of our souls, we give thanks for our watchful care.  We are grateful for the ways you 

offer healing and renewal.  We are delighted with the opportunity to return, with thankful hearts, 

the love you have given to us.  We praise you with our offerings and by rededicating our time, 

talents, and treasure for your ministry of healing hope.  Amen. 
 

INTIMATIONS 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

  WE GO FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 
HYMN    Help Us Accept Each Other (#754)           Baranita 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION    I Corinthians 16:33; II Timothy 2:1, Ephesians 6:10;  

 I Thessalonians 5:13-22; I Peter 2:17 
 

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve 

the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

POSTLUDE  Christ Lag in Todesbanden               J. S. Bach 
 
Silent Prayer: As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to 

pray using the music you hear or perhaps using the words of this prayer:  

In the light of your new day, Lord Jesus, I see you there − always on the path in front of 

me. Let me follow with integrity where you will lead. Give me the wisdom to know the 

difference between what is false and what is true, between what is your way for me and 

what is the detour I selfishly want for myself. Teach me to love those I happen to encounter, 

just as individually as you have loved me. Amen.  

 

  + + +  

 

 

 WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  
Pastor  Rev. Bruce G. Boak  

Director of Music   A. David Hurd  

  Vocalist   Chandra Downs 

 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of Maybelle and LaVerne 

Spring by Margery Wilkie. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 

Church telephone: 585-243-0669                               Emergency pastoral care: 585-383-8928 

                               Mobile:  585-330-5378      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                         Pastor’s email:        bgboak@gmail.com 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
   

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  
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Glory Be to the Father (#581) 
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I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry (#799)  
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 Help Us Accept Each Other (#754) 

 


