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 The Church at Worship 
Sunday, April 4, 2021   10:00 a.m. 

 
PREPARATION FOR 

WORSHIP 

It had been a long week in 

Jerusalem. The praises of Sunday’s 

Palm procession still echoed in the 

hearts of believers.  Jesus had come 

to Jerusalem amid the cheers of 

those expectant for a new order.  He 

taught with authority in the temple, 

visited with friends in Bethany, 

challenged religious leadership and 

the abuse of piety, and celebrated 

the Passover with his disciples.  

After the meal together, he spent an 

evening of distressing prayer in the garden of Gethsemane where he was captured by the 

temple guard.  The capture was followed by an illegal trial by the Sanhedrin, the demands 

of an instigated crowd before Pilate, the public humiliation of mockery and derision, and 

the crucifixion at Golgotha.  While nailed to the cross, he said simple, agonizing things.  

“I thirst,” “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me,” “Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they are doing,” “It is finished,” “Into Your hands I commend my 

spirit.”  A centurion standing by said of him, “Surely this man was the son of God.”  It 

seemed to many like the light of hope had gone out. What followed was a time of 

reflection and memory. 

 

THE FRUIT OF SILENCE IS PRAYER 

 

  EASTER PRELUDE              Alleluia, The Strife Is O'er  arr. Kevin McChesney 

Central's Carillon Choir 

   

  NEWS FROM THE TOMB   Mark 16:1-8 

 

  INTROIT Tis' the Spring of Souls Today  St. Kevin 

    Arthur Sullivan 

   



  CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)  

Leader: Come join the women at the tomb of Jesus. 

PEOPLE:  We come to honor the Lord. 

Leader:   The stone is rolled away.  The tomb is empty, and an angel 

          speaks amazing words! 

PEOPLE:   “He has been raised; he is not here!” 

Leader:   Christ is risen from the dead! Amazing news! 

PEOPLE:  What a story we have to tell! What good news!     

    What hope to live!  What love to share! 

What freedom to hear forgiveness!  Hallelujah!  

Leader:   Let us worship God! 

 

  HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today No. 232 

  

  PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) 

Hallelujah, Lord Jesus! We do not find you among the dead but among the living! 

Not in a grave in some distant garden, nor entombed or enshrined anywhere, but 

resurrected, alive, and with us as we gather. What a gift to feel your presence in 

this sanctuary and within our hearts as we seek to follow the example of your life.  

Risen Lord, victorious over sin and death, as you come to seek and meet us, please 

prepare us to be sent into the world with the wondrous news that beyond 

ordinary dying is extraordinary living, for us and for all creation. Help us to 

absorb the truth of this hope as we worship and praise you, this morning.  Amen. 

 

  CALL TO CONFESSION    
The proof of God’s amazing love is this:  while we were sinners Christ died for us.  

Because we have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God with confidence.  Let us 

admit our sins before God.  (Romans 5:8 and Hebrews 4:16) 

    

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin   

and death.  We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the 

ways that lead to death.  We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those 

who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for 

peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made.  Forgive us, God of 

mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we 

may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

  WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live" (John 11:25). Fifty days later Peter said on Pentecost, “All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.”  This Easter Day we celebrate the assurance of forgiveness that 

is God's resurrection gift. Glory be to God! 

 



  PASSING OF THE PEACE 

When the leader says, “The Lord is risen!”  All should respond by saying, “He is risen 

indeed!   Then turn to one another and greet each other saying, “The Lord is risen!”  

The response is, “He is risen indeed!” 

 

The Lord is risen 

He is risen, Indeed!   

 

  GLORIA PATRI Glory Be to the Father No. 581 

 

   THE FRUIT OF PRAYER IS FAITH 

 

  OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 25:6-9 

 

  MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN 

 

  HYMN In the Bulb There Is a Flower No. 250 

  

   THE FRUIT OF FAITH IS LOVE 

 

  EPISTLE READING    Acts 10:34-43 

  COLLECT (responsive) 
O God, in raising Jesus that Resurrection Day, 

You showed us you are with us and will not go away. 

You give us bright tomorrows and free us from our sin; 

You're with us in our sorrows and show us love will win. 

You give us hope of heaven and life to live in you. 

The promise you have given is wonderful and true! 

Yet resurrection glory is more than hope you give. 

For this amazing story can change the way we live. 

 

  GOSPEL READING    John 20:1-18 

 

  CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

Through Jesus' resurrection, we find our courage grow 

To risk and serve your kingdom, to go where some won't go. 

Through Jesus' resurrection, we find we're called to be 

A new and hopeful people who help set others free. 

So send us to the places where troubles still abound, 

Where people face injustice, where grief and pain are found. 

We pray we'll go with courage for we have peace to share; 

Now help us live your message of new life everywhere. 

Biblical References: Isaiah 65:17-25; Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 



   

  ANTHEM             Christ the Lord is Risen Again                       Orientis Partibus 

Chancel Choir with Central's Carillon Choir            arr. Hal Hopson 

       and Tim Lowmaster, Percussion 

Christ the Lord is risen again!  

Christ hath broken every chain! 

Hark, the angels shout for joy,  

Singing ever more on high,  

Alleluia, Christ is risen. Alleluia!  

He who gave for us His life,  

Who for us endured the strife,  

Is our Pascal Lamb today!  

We too, sing for joy, and say Alleluia.  

He who bore all pain and loss 

Comfortless upon the cross,  

Lives in glory now on high,  

Pleads for us, and hears our cry.  

Now He bids us tell abroad how the lost may be restored,  

How the penitent forgiven,  

How we, too, may enter heaven.  

Alleluia! Christ the Lord is risen again!  

Christ hath broken every chain!  

Hark, the angels shout for joy,  

Singing ever more on high, Alleluia! 

  

   

  SERMON A POST BEREAVEMENT BASH 

  

  THE FRUIT OF LOVE IS SERVICE 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

Today we suggest that you prayerfully consider what gift of yourself you will make to 

God who in Christ Jesus has overcome the grave and death.  Your gift might be the use 

of your time, a special talent, a commitment of your behavior, something financial, or 

some mission project or task you will seek to do.  In addition to prayerfully 

considering this, you might use the bulletin you have to write it down during this 

offertory as a reminder to yourself.   

 

         Offertory I Know That My Redeemer Lives  Antioch   

   arr. George Shearing 

        

         Doxology   -LASST UNS ERFREUEN

    



Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Today you will recognize the words that are traditionally sung for the Doxology 

at Central Presbyterian Church. But, on this Easter Day we have added the great 

word for Easter, “Alleluia!” by singing them to the hymn tune, LASST UNS 

ERFREUEN, which is the tune for No. 15 “All Creatures of our God and King” 

and several other hymns in our hymnal. 

   

         Offertory Prayer (unison) 

Gracious God, the awesome gift of Easter is beyond our fathoming.  It 

is your gift to be received by faith, a faith that you enable in us.  In 

thanksgiving for your gracious love and message of hope in Christ, we 

make this offering today.  Please use it to continue your activity of 

resurrecting and making new.  May people be renewed, especially 

where there is suffering in circumstance, body, mind, or spirit, that 

people may experience victory and new life.  In the name of our risen 

Lord, we pray.  Amen. 

 

       INTIMATIONS 

 

       PRAYER FOR EASTER 

 

       THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

    THE FRUIT OF SERVICE IS PEACE 

 

 HYMN  The Day of Resurrection No. 233 

   

 

    CHARGE (Responsive) 

May God bless us with discomfort … at easy answers, half-truths and superficial 

relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts. 

May God bless us with anger … at injustice, oppression and exploitation of 

people, so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

May God bless us with tears … to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, and 

homelessness so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and to turn their 

pain into joy. 

May God bless us with foolishness … to believe that we can make a difference in 



this world so that we can do what others say cannot be done, for we are people of 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead! 

 Let us go in peace!1 

Amen. 

 

  BENEDICTION 

 

  POSTLUDE                           Fantasia for Easter Morning               Medley of Easter Hymns  

   arr. Albin C. Whitworth 

  

                                                 
1 This charge and closing prayer is the reworking of thoughts long ago by the order of Franciscan friars.  We thought that it 

connected with our thoughts for today. Bgboak found the ancient prayer quoted in Phillip Yancey’s book, Prayer: Does It Make 

Any Difference?. 


