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THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP 

SUNDAY, MAY 9, 2021 

10:00 AM 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
PRELUDE  To God Be the Glory         William H. Doane 

     Central's Carillon Choir         arr. by Bill Ingram 
 

        
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
The science lesson in the elementary school classroom that day was about magnets. Beginning with what 

she thought was a very simple question, the teacher asked: "My name starts with an 'M,' I have six letters, 

and I am always picking something up. What am I?" 
 
A hand started waving madly in the front row. The teacher gave a nod, and the answer came bursting out: 

"I know -- you're a mother!" 
 
Every part of raising children is humbling, too. Believe me, mistakes were made. They have all been 

enshrined in the "Remember When Mom Did?" Hall of Fame. The outbursts, the temper tantrums, the bad 

language -- mine, not theirs. The times the baby fell off the bed. The times I arrived late for preschool 

pickup. The nightmare sleepover. The horrible summer camp.... 
 
But the biggest mistake I made is the one that most of us make while doing this. I did not live in the moment 

enough. This is particularly clear now that the moment is gone, captured only in photographs. There is one 

picture of the three of them sitting in the grass on a quilt in the shadow of the swing set on a summer day, 

ages six, four and one. And I wish I could remember what we ate, what we talked about, how they sounded 

and how they looked when they slept that night. I wish I had not been in such a hurry to get on to the next 

thing: dinner, bath, book, bed. I wish I had treasured the doing a little more and the getting it done a little 

less. 

~Anna Quindlen, Loud and Clear (Random House, 2005), 10-11. 

 
 
 WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD  

  
*Indicates where those who are able may stand. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

Lector:    People of faith, we are God's children. 

People:  We are God's family, God's own flesh and blood. 

Lector: We are God's heirs, God's legacy. 

People: We are beloved and redeemed, chosen and called. 

Lector: We have nothing to fear, for in Christ, God's love is poured out upon us. 

People: It is our joy to bear the family resemblance of Christ to the world. 

Lector: Let our lives proclaim the truth that God is love and perfect love casts out fear.   

 Let us worship God! 
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* HYMN We Praise You, O God (see page 6)    Kremser 
 

You know the tune for this hymn. You will recognize it as the great Thanksgiving Hymn, “We Gather 

Together” with words more fitting this morning for our celebration of The Festival of the Christian 

Home and Mothers’ Day. 
 

 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) 

Great and gracious God, on this Lord's day we gather to offer joyful worship, for we serve a risen 

Lord! You did not leave Jesus in the tomb, but as the sun appears to die and then to rise again, so 

Christ who was crucified, was raised from death.  On this "sun day" we give you thanks for him who 

is alive and present in our midst.  We are grateful that you have called us to be a family of faith where 

although there are Mothers and Fathers among us, we are all your children.  Enable us to offer 

ourselves with the praise we sing, the prayers we bring, the reflections of our minds, and the resources 

we lay before you as an act of gratitude this day.  Amen. 
 

 * Call to Confession 
  
 * Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Faithful God, we confess that our Sunday worship does not always become an offering that flows 

into Monday living. Our ordinary days provide countless opportunities to give practical 

expression to the worship we offer in this room.  We err when we think our worship liturgy 

together is more sacred than the liturgy of daily life. We are uplifted by the word of Scripture, the 

hymns we sing and the fellowship we share.  We may make worthy determinations for behavior 

in the days to follow. But we often fail to follow through on our good intentions!  When we do 

not reflect the love we profess by the way we act in our relationships, we falsify our convictions.  

Forgive us for being people more of contradiction than affirmation of our Christian faith as we 

go about our lives that are open to the watching eyes of the world and yours.  Amen.  
Let us pause briefly to confess our personal sins. 

 
* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

From the cross, Jesus assured sinners of divine forgiveness. And in the resurrection, God gifted us also 

with the assurance of new life in Christ, even our own resurrection after earthly death. What amazing 

love! What cause for glad celebration and the dedication of ourselves in a daily outpouring of gratitude 

through living for Christ in the world. Glory be to God! 
 

* THE PEACE 

  Pastor:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Let us greet one another with signs of forgiveness and peace. 
 
  (You are invited to share words and signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
 
 * Doxology Glory Be to the Father (#581 see page 6)         Gloria Patri 
 
 

 WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
BIBLE READING ~ 1 Peter 5:1-7  
 
A MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN 
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* HYMN Faith of our Mothers (see page 7) St. Catherine 

Many will recognize this tune as “Faith of Our Fathers,” which is not in either The Presbyterian 

Hymnal or The Glory to God Hymnal.  It was No. 361 in The Worshipbook, the hymnal before The 

Presbyterian Hymnal.  You will find the tune, ST. CATHERINE as No. 366 which is the tune setting 

for “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me.”   
 
 
BIBLE READING ~ 1 Corinthians 10:7, 11-13 
 
COLLECT (responsive) 

You formed us in your image, Lord; You call us your own children. 

In you, each one is loved, adored — Unique among the millions. 

Bless, Lord, the families Who know the joy: Christ claims and frees! 

Bless, too, the ones who weep, Forgetting that you love them. 
 
You made our homes to honor you With love the strong foundation. 

In serving God and neighbor too, We find our life's vocation. 

Bless families large and small Who love and serve you when you call. 

Bless, too, the ones who fear — Whose trust and love are shattered. 
   

BIBLE READING ~ Romans 8:35-39 
 
RESPONSIVE READING 

Christ loved and honored family, Yet showed us what is greater. 

He taught a higher loyalty To God our good Creator. 

Bless, Lord, the ones who long To build up homes where faith is strong. 

Bless children, women, men Who risk to serve your kingdom.  
 
ANTHEM  A Woman and a Coin       Fred Kimball Graham 

Chancel Choir  
A woman and a coin: the coin is lost! 
How much it means to her, what time and toil, 
what part it was to play in her bright dreams! 
Am I that treasured coin worth searching for? 
I'm found, and you rejoice! What love! What love! 
 
A parent and a child: the child is lost! 
The parent feeds on memories and hope, 
the prodigal on husks and one last chance. 
Am I that treasured child worth waiting for? 
I'm home, and you rejoice! What love! What love! 
 
Dear God, you sought us when the world was lost; 
you gave your only son at what a cost; 
your Spirit welcomes home the tempest tossed; 
now we can be all you were dreaming of. 
We're safe, and you rejoice! What love! What love! 
 

SERMON Partial Truth 5 Rev. Bruce Boak 

 God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle 

 
 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
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Call for the Offering 

We note that until the threat of COVID is absent, our offering during in-person worship will NOT 

be received with ushers and congregants passing offering plates. We ask that people making an 

offering may do so when they enter the church or after they leave worship to serve Jesus Christ in 

the world.  Offering plates are provided by the doors. Those who worship from home can send their 

gifts and offerings to the church office. But, we thought that during the offertory this morning, you 

could pause and meditate on how you could offer yourself in service to Jesus Christ this coming 

week.  What might you offer of your time and service?  Is there a friend or family member you should 

call?  Is there some way you can bring hope to neighbors?   
  

Offertory  Jesus, Lover of My Soul  Aberystwyth 

   arr. James D Kimball 

* Doxology 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

    Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Offertory Prayer (unison)  
Lord Jesus, you lived your faith in total self-offering for the sake of love. We, too, would embody 

our faith in offering ourselves to you and your loving, life-saving purposes. We have been blessed 

by love within our families, especially the sacrifices made by our parents and the life that has 

come especially through our mothers.  May the world experience hope and affection through the 

practical response we bring this morning.  Amen 
 

INTIMATIONS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

  WE GO FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 
* HYMN Like a Mother Who Has Born Us  (#44 see page 8)                  Austin 

 
If you would like to hum along while wearing your mask, 

  we suggest that you permit this soloist to sing the first stanza 

  alone as this tune may be new to you.   
 
* CHARGE     

In home and church our faith is formed; We learn your love and caring. 

From here we're called to face the storm, Your love and justice bearing. 

Each day your Spirit sends! We go to strangers, neighbors, friends. 

Peace, justice, joy we bring, To all your human family. 
 
* BENEDICTION  
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* POSTLUDE  Salutation on All Hail the Power of Jesus Name             arr. Alice Jordon 
  

Silent Prayer: As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to 

pray using the music you hear or perhaps using the words of this prayer:  

In the light of your new day, Lord Jesus, I see you there − always on the path in front of me. 

Let me follow with integrity where you will lead. Give me the wisdom to know the difference 

between what is false and what is true, between what is your way for me and what is the detour 

I selfishly want for myself. Teach me to love those I happen to encounter, just as individually 

as you have loved me. Amen.  
 
 
  + + +  

 

 WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  
Pastor  Rev. Bruce G. Boak  

Director of Music   A. David Hurd  

  Lector:  Sally Fox 

  Ushers  Cathy Gardner, Ron Long, Kathy Collins 

  Vocalist   Amanda Hellwig 

   

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of beloved mother and 

grandmother Betty J. Marks, given by Jeff, Gretchen, Mallory, and Noah Crane. 

 
 

Bruce says that perkatory is the anguished prolonged period 

waiting for a cup of coffee to be ready.  You want to prepare 

yourself with an extra strong cup on a day when someone 

will say to you, “God doesn’t give you more than you can 

handle.”  You know that isn’t in the Bible, that in some 

way it isn’t true, and God often helps us handle what we 

have been given because of circumstances, others, or 

temptation.  In this regard, this Sunday he will examine why 

it is that insurance companies label events that result in 

damage to property or worse as “acts of God.”  Really?  Bruce has also uncovered some other partial truths 

that he will not explore this Sunday: 

1. Whatever hits the fan will not be evenly distributed. 

2. Most everyone has a photographic memory.  Some just forget to put in the film. 

3. Dogs have owners.  Cats have staff. 

4. A balanced diet is a cookie in each hand. 

5. Age is a high price to pay for maturity. 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 

Church telephone: 585-243-0669                               Emergency pastoral care: 585-383-8928 

                               Mobile:  585-330-5378      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                         Pastor’s email:        bgboak@gmail.com 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
   

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  
 

 



 

We Praise You, O God 

 

 

 

Glory Be to the Father (#581) 
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Faith of Our Mothers 
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Like a Mother Who Has Born Us (#44) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


