
 
CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                     GENESEO, NY 

SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 2021                   10:00 AM 

13TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

  

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

 
PRELUDE      Sarabande                              G. F. Handel 

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

Faith is a terribly caustic substance, a burning acid. It puts to the test every element of my life and 

society; it spares nothing. It leads me ineluctably to question my certitudes, all my moralities, beliefs 

and policies. It forbids me to attach ultimate significance to any expression of human activity. It 

detaches and delivers me from money and the family, from my job and my knowledge. It is the surest 

road to realizing that "the only thing I know is that I don't know anything." 

Jacques Ellul, Living Faith: Belief and Doubt in a Perilous World,  

trans. Peter Heinegg (Harper & Row, 1983), 111. 
 
 WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD  

 

*Indicates where all who are able may stand 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP ~ Psalm 77 

Leader:  I will call to mind the deeds of the LORD; I will remember your wonders of old. I will 

meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds.  

People:  Your way, O God, is holy. What god is so great as our God? You are the God who works 

wonders; you have displayed your might among the peoples. With your strong arm you 

redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.  

Leader: Your way was through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters; yet your footprints 

were unseen.  

People: You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.  Let us call to mind the 

deeds of the Lord and remember God’s wonders of old!  Let us meditate on all God’s work 

and muse on God’s mighty deeds. 

Leader: Let us worship God! 
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* HYMN To God Be the Glory (#634)        To God Be the Glory 

       
* PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison)  

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you and favor us with true freedom.  Keep us 

faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may fix our eyes on him 

and steadfastly follow in the paths of your kingdom. Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
 Call to Confession   
 
 Litany of Confession  

Leader: Recognizing the importance of prayer in our lives, let us take our needs to God in prayer, 

asking God for mercy and forgiveness: For all our failings and errors, Lord, we ask for 

your forgiveness. 

People:  Lord, forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
Leader:  For the needs we have in daily life — for food and shelter, for jobs and recreation — 

Lord, we ask your kindness.  

People:  Lord, give us this day our daily bread.  
Leader:  For the help we need when evil is near, Lord, we beg your protection.  

People:  Lord, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
Leader:  For our neighbors, that they may grow in stature before you, supplied with the good 

things of life. 

People: Bless them, we ask you, O Lord; give them from your abundance. 
Leader:  We beg your mercy on our failings; may we grow in union with you. 

People: Forgive us our sins, Lord, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Leader: May we grow to be more of a people, united by the bond of love, secure in the promise 

of faith. 

People: Thus do we make our prayer, Lord, looking to your mercy and love.  Amen. 

 

Let us pause briefly to confess our personal sins. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

Though our will and footsteps falter as we stumble along after Jesus, there is hope for us. God knows 

our human frailty, and in the cross of Christ has provided the assurance of forgiveness we desperately 

need to continue on the journey. We are granted the grace of a new beginning as disciples, and the 

power of the Spirit to help us be faithful. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PEACE 

  Pastor:  The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 People:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:  Let us greet one another with signs of forgiveness and peace. 
 
  (You are invited to share words and signs of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 

 

* Doxology   Glory Be to the Father (#581)          Gloria Patri 
 
 

 WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
GOD’S HISTORIC WORD ~ 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 
A MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN  
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* HYMN I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 Stanza 1 only 

 I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 
 
COLLECT (responsive) 

"For freedom, Christ has set us free!" 

What joy is ours to claim! 

No more enslaved, humanity 

Finds life in Jesus' name. 
We try, Lord, to be justified 

Through all the works we do. 

Yet you adopt us, saying, "Child, 

It's Christ who makes you new." 
 

GOD’S CREATIVE WORD ~ Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 
RESPONSE TO THE READING ~  

Now, Spirit-filled, may we be led 

From ways that would destroy. 

May we your people turn instead 

To lives of love and joy. 

May we find peace that makes us whole 

And patience everywhere. 

God, give us kindness, self-control, 

And hearts and hands that share. 

 
ANTHEM  Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said               Bourbon 

  Central’s Summer Choir 
 

Take up your cross, the Savior said, If you would My disciple be; 

Take up your cross with willing heart, And humbly follow after Me. 

 

Take up your cross, let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 

Christ’s strength shall bear your spirit up And brace your heart and nerve your arm. 

 

Take up your cross, then, in Christ’s strength, And calmly every danger brave; 

It guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o’er the grave. 
 
 

GOD’S REDEMPTIVE WORD ~ Luke 9:51-62 

* HYMN  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus  

 Stanzas 2 & 3 
 

2 The world behind me, the cross before me; 

the world behind me, the cross before me; 

the world behind me, the cross before me; 

no turning back, no turning back. 
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3 Though none go with me, I still will follow; 

though none go with me, I still will follow; 

though none go with me, I still will follow; 

no turning back, no turning back. 
 
SERMON The But-First Syndrome Rev. Bruce Boak 

 

 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
 
THE OFFERING  
 

Offertory Andante               C. W. von Gluck 
  
* Doxology  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
      * Offertory Prayer (Unison) 

In giving our time, our talent and our treasures to you, O God, we give evidence that we are 

believers in Christ who seek to express our commitment to be followers of Christ.  Accept these 

gifts and use them to minister to people we would not otherwise meet, and to bring love, joy and 

peace to places we would not otherwise go. In the name of our Lord, we pray. Amen. 
 

INTIMATIONS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE GOD 
 
* CLOSING HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised (#724)       Angel’s Story 

This hymn was written to highlight the promises made by the author’s daughter and two sons at their 

confirmation. The text equally recalls the promises of discipleship made in Baptism and the 

Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant. The tune was written for a text that is now unused.  The name 

of the tune is ANGEL’S STORY.           

 

* CHARGE       I Corinthians 16:33; II Timothy 2:1, Ephesians 6:10;  

       I Thessalonians 5:13-22; I Peter 2:17  
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for 

evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; 

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

* BENEDICTION  
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 POSTLUDE  The King of Love My Shepherd Is         St. Columba 

   Arr Charles Callahan 
  

Silent Prayer: As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to 

pray using the music you hear or perhaps using the words of this prayer:  

In the light of your new day, Lord Jesus, I see you there − always on the path in front of me. 

Let me follow with integrity where you will lead. Give me the wisdom to know the difference 

between what is false and what is true, between what is your way for me and what is the detour 

I selfishly want for myself. Teach me to love those I happen to encounter, just as individually 

as you have loved me. Amen.  

  + + +  

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP  
Pastor  Rev. Bruce G. Boak  

Director of Music   A. David Hurd  

Lector    TBD 

Ushers    Kathy Collins, Tom Thompson, Tom Wilson  

 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and with grateful appreciation for my sister, 

Nancy E. Marsh, a cancer survivor who celebrated her 80th birthday on June 15, given by Judy Claprood. 

 

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR 
  

Central Presbyterian Church  

31 Center Street          Geneseo, NY 14454 

Church telephone: 585-243-0669                               Emergency pastoral care: 585-383-8928 

                               Mobile:  585-330-5378      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org                         Pastor’s email:        bgboak@gmail.com 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
   

Worshiping with thanks   + + +  Serving with love  
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Continued on next page 
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Glory Be to the Father (#581) 
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I Have Decided to Follow Jesus  
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O Jesus, I Have Promised (#724) 

 


