
 
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                 NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
 
As we come together for worship, you are invited to reflect on 

your week, to read through today’s Scripture texts, or to pray 

silently using these words from a prayer by Christine Sine: 
  
Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming, 
  
We wait filled with hope, 

knowing your light will shine in the darkness. 

We wait anticipating your peace,  

trusting that one day it will fill our world. 

We wait embracing your love; 

may we reach out to share it with our neighbors. 

We wait with joy,  

living each moment in thanks for your many blessings. 
  
Lord we wait; come and fill us with your life.   

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(* Please rise in body or spirit.) 
 

+ + + 
 

—  GOD GATHERS US IN GOD’S PRESENCE   — 
  

PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come         Nun komm, der heiden heiland  

 Central's Carillon Choir     arr. John A. Behnke  

  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE             The Rose Family 
              

Leader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. 
  
  (First candle is lighted.) 
  
 Hope is our assurance that God will finish all God has started. 

People: Hope is our confidence that God will do all God has promised.     
Leader: Hear these words from Psalm 33,   

  
Our soul waits for the LORD; God is our help and shield. 

Our heart is glad in the LORD, because we trust in God’s holy name. 

Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.  
  

 All the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  
  

People: He is our hope, today and forever!   

  

* HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus         Hyfrydol 
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MESSAGE FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
              

(After the Message for Young Disciples, children preschool through grade five are excused downstairs for 

Sunday School and child care. Older children are encouraged to remain and worship.) 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 
   

Prayer of Confession 
  

People: O Lord our Righteousness, we confess that our minds have grown dull with comfort, yet our 

hearts are heavy with worry. We have allowed our hope to wither, our faith to wander, and our 

love to grow cold.  

(Moment of silence for personal confession) 
  
Pastor: Gracious God,  

People: in your mercy, forgive us. Lift us up and renew our hope. Restore us to your holy paths of 

steadfast love and faithfulness.   
  

Response  O come, thou Key of David, free thine own from sin’s dark tyranny.        Veni Emmanuel 

   Before Thee rulers silent fall; all people on Thy mercy call. 

   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

Assurance of Pardon  
  

Pastor:  Hear the good news…   …let all the people say: 

People: Thanks be to God!  
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* Response Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!        Gloria (Refrain) 

  

* THE  PEACE  
  
Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,...        ...The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us greet one another with words and signs of forgiveness and of Christ’s peace. 
  

(You are invited to share words and signs of  

God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
  
  

—  GOD SPEAKS GOD’S WORD  — 

  

* HYMN The Days Are Surely Coming    Llangloffan 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                               The Rose Family 

 

FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

  

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Romans 5:1-11 

               

SERMON Songs of the Nativity: Hannah’s Song      The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

  
  

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 
  

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ~  taken from A Brief Confession of Faith 
  

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage  

 to pray without ceasing,  

 to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,  

 to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,   

 to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,    

 and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.   

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,  

 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  

 and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for  

  God's new heaven and new earth, praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

ANTHEM  Arise, the Kingdom is at Hand        Gilbert M. Martin 

   Chancel Choir             
  

Arise, the kingdom is at hand; the King is drawing nigh; 

 Arise with joy, thou faithful band, to meet the Lord most high!  

Look up ye souls weighed down with care, the Sovereign is not far; 

 Look up, faint hearts, from your despair, behold the Morning Star!  

Look up ye hearts today; the King is very near;  

 O cast your fears away, for lo, your help is here!  

Hope on, ye broken hearts, at last the King comes in his might;  

 He loved us in the ages past, when we lay wrapped in night.  

O rich the gifts thou bringest us, thyself made poor and weak;  

 O love beyond compare that thus can foes and sinners seek!  

For this we raise a gladsome noise on high to thee alone,  

 And ever more with thanks rejoice before thy glorious throne. Amen  

  

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
  
Offertory O Come, O Come Emmanuel      John Carter  
  
* Response    All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,              Nun Danket 

 To Father and to Son and Spirit now be given. 

 The one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, 

 The God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.     
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  * Prayer of Dedication  
  
  

—  SENDING  — 
  

* HYMN My Life Flows On           How Can I Keep from Singing 
  
 

 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
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POSTLUDE  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come       Johann Pachelbel   
  

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to 

pray, perhaps using the words of this prayer: 
  

Holy God, rekindle among us the good news that in Christ  

 the desert can blossom, the lost are found, and young and old are reborn.  

Give us new hope, new strength, and a new song.   

Grow in our hearts the confident hope of new life, before and after death,  

 in your new creation.  

We ask it in your Son’s name; Amen. 

  

+ + +  
  

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
  

During the Pastoral Prayer, we will lift each of these individuals and groups in prayer. Have your bulletin 

open and, during the appropriate time in the prayer, silently read through the names corresponding to 

where you are sitting today in the sanctuary. Then keep all the joys and concerns in your prayers throughout 

the week. 
 
Healing and Health     

(If you are sitting on the pulpit side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer when, in the Pastoral 

Prayer, we pray for those who are sick:) 

+ Amy (Pastor Nancy’s cousin, moved to rehab following COVID) 

+ Ashley (brother-in-law of Mike Peters’s daughter, suffering from colon cancer) 

+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, receiving oral chemotherapy for cancer) 

+ Chelsea Ellis (in Buffalo) 

+ Dean Macauley and the entire Macauley family (diagnosed with COVID) 
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving long-term treatment for cancer) 
  

(If you are sitting on the piano side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Gary Benedict (in rehab at Mt. Morris facing surgery in early December) 

+ Ken Elkin (Jill Matzek’s father, recently facing chemotherapy and eventual surgery) 

+ Kent (Julie Brocklehurst-Woods’s brother, sustained several injuries due to a fall from his roof) 

+ Kim (friend of Cathy Evershed, in severe pain from degenerative disc disease) 

+ Laurie Tollefsen (sister of Deb McLean, diagnosed with ovarian cancer) 
  
(If you are sitting with the choir or worshiping remotely, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Linda Hamilton (recovering following a fall) 

+ Meyer family (suffering from COVID) 

+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease) 

+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is still facing significant challenges following 

a boating accident, but is making small gains) 

+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, 

physically, or spiritually 
 

Homebound    
(If you are sitting on the pulpit side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer when, in the Pastoral 

Prayer, we pray for those who are homebound:) 

+ Beth Wallace 
  

(If you are sitting on the piano side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Howard Viele 
  
(If you are sitting with the choir or worshiping remotely, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Marilyn Cleveland 
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Other Joys and Concerns 
  

(If you are sitting on the pulpit side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer, when in the Pastoral 

Prayer, we pray about other joys and concerns:) 

+ The Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim has moved to the Pittsburgh area and has started a church intended to reach 

Arabs. 

+ We pray for the people of Waukesha as they grieve. 
  

(If you are sitting on the piano side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria 

+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country  
 

(If you are sitting with the choir or worshiping remotely, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

 + Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor, the Very Rev. Ishmael 

Ghansah 

+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, medical technicians, EMTs, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those 

working in the mental health field during this time of the coronavirus resurgence 
  

  
  

TODAY IN OUR CHURCH 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 
Director of Music   A. David Hurd  

Lector  The Rose Family 

Greeters/Ushers  Joan Henchen, Ron Long and Tom Wilson   
    
  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

Announcements may be called in to the church office at 243-0669 or emailed to  

office@cpcgeneseo.org by Wednesday morning for inclusion in Sunday’s bulletin. 
  

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and thankfulness for our God’s gifts of family and 

friends by Timothy and Nancy Lowmaster. 
  
Advent Calendars – available now 

Each family is welcome to pick up an Advent calendar in the Narthex! 
  

Congregational Meeting  – December 12 
Your Session has called a Congregational Meeting for December 12 both in-person and via Zoom* 

immediately following worship. The stated call of the meeting is: 
  

 To receive a report from the Nominating Committee 

 To elect officers 

 To vote on the pastor’s terms of call 

 To review the  2022 CPC budget 

*Simply stay on Zoom following the worship service or join us at 11:00 am by clicking on the following link 

or pasting it into your computer web browser: 

https:us02web.zoom.usj/97305921768pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09 . 

Materials relevant to the Congregational Meeting will be available before the meeting. 
  

Christmas Poinsettias 
If you wish to have a poinsettia in the Sanctuary as a memorial during the Christmas season, please return a 

completed form with $7.00 to the church office by December 12. Forms can be found in the narthex and will be 

available in the December Church Mouse. Checks should be made payable to Central Presbyterian Church (write 

Christmas memorials on the memo line). Please designate whether you wish to have the Deacons deliver it to a sick 

or homebound person, or if you plan to pick it up after the Christmas Eve service. Please PRINT! 
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Advent Devotionals from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary – available now 

Free Advent Devotionals from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary are now available. You can pick up one in the 

narthex. The devotionals may also be accessed by reading them online at www.pts.edu/devotional, receiving daily 

e-mails www.pts.edu/mail (click “Sign up for Seminary News” and then click on “Devotionals”), following along 

on Facebook, Twitter, and Google+, or downloading the free Android or Apple app (visit the store and search for 

“Devotions -Advent & Lent”). 
  
Christmas Baskets for Those in Need 
       Thank you to the congregation for your ongoing support of our efforts to provide for local families in need. This 

holiday season, we are once again assisting 5 families with gifts, food items, and $25 Aldi gift cards. There are 

colored tags in baskets in the narthex, which have the names of items needed.  If you are attending in-person 

services, simply pick up one or more of these tags on Sunday morning. If you are attending worship via Zoom these 

days and would like to donate, please contact Tracy Byrd (585-750-3192, text or call) to find out what items are 

needed. Wrapped gifts and nonperishable items (along with corresponding tags) can be brought to worship and 

placed in the boxes in the narthex by December 12. Please bring perishables (along with corresponding tags) to the 

church on Sunday, December 19. Please tape colored tag on to the item prior to dropping off. Volunteers will 

collect perishables from 9:00-10:00 am on Sunday, December 19, at the kitchen door. We will also be looking for 

people to deliver the items on that Sunday after worship. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tracy Byrd. Thank you for helping to make this Christmas a blessed 

holiday for these families.  
  

100 Hats (during the 100 days before the first day of winter!) 

We have met our goal of collecting 100 new hats, gloves, mittens, or scarves by the first day of winter (December 

21) to benefit needy school children in the Geneseo area, but let’s keep going! As of November 23, we have received 

111 hats in 72 days! Both adult and children sizes are needed. Questions? Contact Cathy Gardner at 

cthgardner@gmail.com. Your donations can be placed in the collection box located near the lift at the base of the 

parking lot steps. 
  
The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry continues to serve our food-insecure neighbors ‒ but only with your 

help! There is a particular need for cold cereal, spaghetti sauce, coffee, tea, and ramen noodles.  If you are able 

to stop by the Food Pantry when it is open, you are invited to bring in fresh fruits and vegetables. Of course, 

monetary donations are always welcome. 
  
E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone   

You can give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR code (shown at 

right). Other e-giving options are also available that don't require use of a smart phone − it’s as 

easy as making an online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org for more information. 
  

 

 

 

 


