
 
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                 DECEMBER 19, 2021 
 

As we come together for worship, you are invited to reflect on your week, 

to read through today’s Scripture texts, or to pray silently using these words 

by Claire McKeever-Burgett: 
  
God who loves love, God who is love – in the flesh, you come.  

In the midst of our lives, you enter; in the stillness of our voices, you speak;  

 in the timidity of our actions, you act;  

 in the dances of our celebrations, you dance.  

In all things, in all times – Incarnate God, Entering and Speaking God,  

 Acting God, Dancing God, Loving God, God Who Loves Love  

  at times too much to fathom, understand, accept.  

Yet, in the flesh, the entrance, the speech, the act, the dance, the love – 

 you show up, sit beside, live within, and root below.  

God who loves love, God who is love – in all things, in all times,  

 you draw near and we know Love. Amen. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+ + + 
 

—  GOD GATHERS US IN GOD’S PRESENCE   — 
  

PRELUDE Comfort, Comfort Now My People            1551 Genevan Psalter 

 Central’s Young Instrumentalists 
  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                   The McLean Family 
              

Leader: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of love. 
  

(The two purple candles that have been lit previously 

and the pink candle are all lit. Finally, the last purple candle is lit.) 
  
 Jesus came that we might know the hope, the peace, and the love of God through Jesus, the Christ. 

People: On this day we bear witness to the love of God made flesh in Christ the Lord.  
  
Leader: Hear these words of the prophet Micah: 

  
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 

forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days...And he shall 

stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth, and he shall be the one 

of peace. 
   

People: Like Micah, we await the promised salvation of the Lord, and we look for the coming of the one 

who reveals God’s great and eternal love!   

  

* HYMN Prepare the Way, O Zion         Bereden väg för Herran  
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CONFESSION AND PARDON 
   

Call to Confession 
  
 Prayer of Confession 
  

People: Merciful God, since the beginning of creation you have demonstrated your goodness and 

faithfulness. Yet we do not always look for your guiding hand in what we do. Instead of 

embodying your love, we often hurt one another, sometimes without even realizing it.  We 

are willing to exploit others if it results in our own benefit or comfort. We let resentment 

and unkind thoughts grow; we are stingy with your gifts and with our forgiveness. 
  

          (Moment of silence for personal confession) 
  
Pastor: God of grace,  

People: cleanse us and heal us. Awaken us to your generous grace and timeless truth, so that we 

may turn to you once again, dare to trust you, and live faithfully by the light of your love. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray; Amen.     
  

Response O come, thou Key of David, free thine own from sin’s dark tyranny.     Veni Emmanuel 

   Before Thee rulers silent fall; all people on Thy mercy call. 

   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

Assurance of Pardon  
  

Pastor:  Hear the good news…   …let all the people say: 

People: Thanks be to God!  
  

* Response Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!        Gloria (Refrain) 

 

* THE  PEACE  
  
Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,...        ...The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us greet one another with words and signs of forgiveness and of Christ’s peace. 
  

(You are invited to share words and signs of  

God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.) 
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—  GOD SPEAKS GOD’S WORD  — 

  

* HYMN Love Has Come              Bring a Torch 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES  ~  Ephesians 5:18-20 

 

FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES  ~  Psalm 100:1-5 

               

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD ~ Songs of the Nativity: Make a Joyful Noise!         
        

Narrator 
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All God’s Creatures Got a Place in the Choir             William Staines 

 Madeline and Quinn Geiser-Getz, ukulele 
  

 Chorus: Soloist and Congregation 
  
 (The soloist will sing through the chorus once, then the congregation 

 will join the soloist in singing the chorus the second time through.) 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Soloist: Listen to the bass, it’s the one on the bottom, 

 Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus 

 Moans and groans with a big to-do, 

 And the old cow just goes moo. 
  

The dogs and the cats they take up the middle  

 While the honey bee hums and the cricket fiddles, 

 And the donkey brays and the pony neighs, 

 And the old grey badger sighs. 
  
Chorus: Congregation 
  
Soloist: Listen to the top with the little bird singing 

 On the melodies and the high notes ringing, 

 And the hoot owl cries over everything, 

 And the blackbird disagrees. 
  
Chorus: Congregation 

  

Narrator  

  

All God’s Creatures Got a Place in the Choir           
  
Chorus: Congregation 
  
Soloist: It’s a simple song, a living song, everywhere: 

 Sounds of rain on the trees and the wind in your hair. 

 Even silent songs make a hullabaloo 

 As our lives sing God’s praise, too! 
  
Chorus: Congregation 

  
Narrator 
  
Go, Tell It on the Mountain       African American Spiritual 

 The Young Disciple Ringers    
 
Narrator 
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Now the Heavens Start to Whisper: Congregation             Jefferson 
   

   
 Narrator 
  
 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout           Star of the County Down 

 Madeline Geiser-Getz, flute         arr. Joel Cooney 
 
 Narrator 
  
 

—  GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD  — 
  
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ~  John 3:16-17 
  

Jesus answered,  

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  

  so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,  

  but in order that the world might be saved through him..” 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

Call for the Offering 
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Offertory Anthem The Call             George Herbert 

 Abigail Dove, soprano 
    

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a Way, as gives us breath; 

Such a Truth, as ends all strife; such a Life, as killeth death. 
    
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a Light, as shows a feast; 

Such a Feast, as mends in length; such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
  
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such a Joy, as none can move; 

Such a Love, as none can part; such a Heart, as joys in love. 
  

* Response    Angels from the Realms of Glory (v 4)             Regent Square 
  

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One.  

Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King. 
  

* Prayer of Dedication 
  
   

—  SENDING  — 
  

* HYMN The Snow Lay on the Ground           Venite Adoremus 
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* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne    arr. David Paxton 

 
  

Silent Prayer:  As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to 

pray, perhaps using the words of this prayer: 
  
Lord God, in Christ Jesus, love has broken upon us! Light has been given where once there was darkness 

and hope where there was only death. May we carry your hope to the weary and despairing places of our 

community. May we reflect your light beyond ourselves and into all corners of your precious creation. May 

we touch others with your love just as surely as we have been touched and made whole by Christ himself. 

In the name of our Savior King we pray; Amen. 

 

+ + +  
 
  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
  
 
During the Pastoral Prayer, we will lift each of these individuals and groups in prayer. Have your bulletin open 

and, during the appropriate time in the prayer, silently read through the names corresponding to where you are 

sitting today in the sanctuary. Then keep all the joys and concerns in your prayers throughout the week. 
 
Healing and Health   
 

(If you are sitting on the pulpit side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer when, in the Pastoral 

Prayer, we pray for those who are sick:) 

+ Laurie Tollefsen (sister of Deb MacLean, diagnosed with ovarian cancer) 

+ Linda Hamilton (recovering following surgery) 

+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease) 

+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is still facing significant challenges following 

a boating accident, but is making small gains) 
  

(If you are sitting on the piano side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Ashley (brother-in-law of Mike Peters’s daughter, suffering from colon cancer) 

+ Betsy Matthews (recovering from back surgery) 

+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, receiving oral chemotherapy for cancer) 

+ Chelsea Ellis (in Buffalo) 

+ Dean Macauley and the entire Macauley family (diagnosed with COVID) 
  

(If you are sitting with the choir or worshiping remotely, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving long-term treatment for cancer) 

+ Gary Benedict (in rehab at Mt. Morris) 

+ Joyce Peterson (recovering from a fall at home) 

+ Ken Elkin (Jill Matzek’s father, facing chemotherapy and eventual surgery) 

+ Kim (friend of Cathy Evershed, in severe pain from degenerative disc disease) 
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Homebound  
 

If you are sitting on the pulpit side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer when, in the Pastoral 

Prayer, we pray for those who are homebound:) 

+ Howard Viele 
  

(If you are sitting on the piano side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Marilyn Cleveland 
  

(If you are sitting with the choir or worshiping remotely, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Beth Wallace  +   Edith Matthews 
 

Other Joys and Concerns 
 

(If you are sitting on the pulpit side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer, when in the Pastoral 

Prayer, we pray about other joys and concerns:) 

+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah 

+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, medical technicians, EMTs, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those 

working in the mental health field during this time of the coronavirus resurgence.  
  

(If you are sitting on the piano side of the sanctuary, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ The Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim has moved to the Pittsburgh area and has started a church to reach Arabs. 
  

(If you are sitting with the choir or worshiping remotely, lift these individuals in prayer:) 

+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria 

+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country  
  

  

TODAY IN OUR CHURCH 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster 

Director of Music   A. David Hurd  

Lectors The McLean Family 
  
    
Our Advent Banners 

During this Advent, our sanctuary will be graced with a series of banners, each bearing the image of a historic 

Christian cross that symbolizes the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love that Jesus Christ brings.  
  

Advent IV: Love. The Knotted Cross (often called the Celtic Cross) seems to have 

originated in the British Isles. Pre-Christian Celtic art often used geometric 

motifs such as spirals, key patterns, and step patterns. The first interlaced patterns 

– looping, braiding, and knotting – arrived in Britain with the Romans in the third 

or fourth century AD. As England, Scotland, and Ireland became Christian, the 

artwork of these areas began to transform: these early believers saw the continuous 

line of the Celtic knot design as symbolic of the never-ending love of God. Irish 

monks in particular incorporated Celtic knot boarders and embellishments into 

their highly ornate manuscripts of the Bible.  

The Knotted Cross, which features this symbol of God’s love, emerges soon 

after both in manuscripts and architecture. The designs used for Knotted or Celtic 

crosses often themselves incorporate other common symbols, such as a heart or triquetra (a symbol of the Trinity). 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
  

  
CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

GENESEO, NY  
Church telephone: 585-243-0669          Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606      

Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org    Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org 

Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org 
  

We are people of God called by faith and empowered by the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus Christ. 


