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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
One Hundred and Twelve
It was late on a Wednesday night, October 23, 2019. The Washington Nationals had just come from
behind and defeated the Houston Astros 6-2 in the seventh (and final) game of the World Series. I sighed;
it was going to be a long, cold wait until I could enjoy baseball once again. But my husband turned to me, a
big smile on his face. “Well,” he said, “In only 112 days, pitchers and catchers report to Spring Training!”
Wednesday, February 26, 2020, is Ash Wednesday: the first day of Lent. Lent sometimes seems to us to
be the long, cold wait for the joy of Easter. But Lent is so much more. Lent is a time of self-reflection: of honestly assessing the ways that we have been faithful – and not so faithful – in our journey of discipleship. It is
a time of refocusing: perhaps by sacrificially giving up a pleasure or to provide for another or by taking on
for a time a new discipleship discipline. And Lent, starting as it does in the dark stillness of winter, asks us to
be still and to know once again that God is God (Psalm 46:10).
Yet Lent – like the 112 days between the end of one baseball season and the beginning of the next season’s Spring Training – is also a time of great anticipation. It is our opportunity to look back: to see how the
hand of God has guided us through what were our most anxious and fearful times to the peace of now. Lent
is our opportunity to wonder what seeds Christ has planted in us, and to wait with eagerness for the first
sprouts of what the Spirit is growing in us. The penitence of Lent gives a way for each of us to know more
fully the joy of God’s forgiveness and renewal. Lent is a time to give thanks.
On Ash Wednesday, join us here for a
quiet worship service of Communion and reflection as we begin our observance of Lent.
Then watch the church bulletin, the MiniMouse, and the March Church Mouse for the
details of upcoming study and worship opportunities, as we walk humbly with God
during the Lenten season.

In Christ,

Pastor Nancy

Calling Disciples, by He Qi (b. 1951)
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Healing and Health
+ Brandon (Joyce and Ron Peterson’s grandson, being treated for cancer)
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, being treated for cancer in Florida)
+ Cathy Cleveland (Marilyn’s daughter, who lost everything in a house fire last week)
+ Dick Sheflin (now at Monroe Community Hospital rehab, making good progress)
+ Gene (husband of Rev. Amy Fowler, the Presbytery Head, being treated for brain cancer)
+ Janice Kaiser (Leslie McCurdy’s aunt, now home but dealing with multiple health challenges)
+ Jim D’Ambrosio (Marion Andolina’s brother, receiving treatment for cancer)
+ Kenny Bronson (Ron Long’s nephew, suffering from COPD)
+ Lois Clancey (David Hurd’s sister, rehabbing following surgery)
+ Lynn Kujawski (Janice Willer’s mother, experiencing a time of age-related transition)
+ Marilyn (Joyce Peterson’s sister, suffering from an intestinal condition)
+ Mike Peters (recovering from foot procedures)
+ Robin Wallace (at Sisters of Charity hospital in Buffalo after suffering a second stroke)
Homebound
Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Pat McFarland, Ron
Scott, Phyllis Osborne

Other Joys and Concerns
+ the young men in residence at Industry School and Rev. Karyn Carter, who serves among them
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the Church
Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support you. Please
give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
9
11
12
17
26

David Hurd
Richard Platt
Caroline Sweeney
Shane Carman
Eliza Bowes, Kathy Booth,
James Sheflin

18 Marilyn Cleveland,
Kurt Christiansen
23 Ben Fox
24 Fred MacIntyre

If we have missed your Birthday and
you would like it to be included in the
Church Mouse, please email, call, or
stop by the Church Office and let us
know the date!
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CPC HAPPENINGS
Men’s Group - February 6
All men of the church are invited to a monthly coffee
and conversation get-together. We meet at Tim Hortons at
9:00 am on the first Thursday of each month  strictly
informal  no agenda, no dues, no rules of order. The next
get-together will be on February 6.
February Family Breakfast  February 2
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for our January
Family Breakfast on Sunday, February 2, at 8:45 am!
Feel free to bring a dish to pass.
Monday Morning Bible Study
Our Bible Study is on Monday mornings at 10:30 am
in the Jane Ward Room. Each week we will examine the
lectionary texts for the week – the same texts that Rev.
Lowmaster will use as the bases for her upcoming Sunday
sermon. The discussion is always lively! Come join us for
a closer look at the Scriptures. Dates for this month are
February 3, 10, 17, 24.

From the Organ Bench
Because music plays a large and important part in our
worship, your church maintains a vocal choir and a handbell choir. The vocal group sings at every Sunday morning service, and the bells ring in worship once or twice a
month. Each of these groups would welcome additional
members. If you have any inclination to give us a try,
please talk to David Hurd or to any member of the
groups. We’d love to have you join us.
Daily Bread Devotional Guides
The Daily Bread Devotional Guides for the months of
December/January/February ar e available in the Jane
Ward Room, in the church library, and the narthex.
Please help yourself to a free copy.
Sermon Debrief on Sundays during coffee hour
(when there is no Adult Forum) Gr eet fr iends and
grab some refreshments, then gather at the table in Fellowship Hall at about 11:25 pm.

Ash Wednesday
As Lent begins, let us gather together as a community of faith that understands our deep need for God’s mercy and grace. We observe the
start of the Lenten season together with worship on Ash Wednesday
(February 26) at 7:00 pm. The service will include Holy Communion
and the optional imposition of ashes.

Come to me, all who you are weary and carry heavy burdens, an I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28
We pray God’s richest blessings on Vernice and Dick Platt as they move
into their new home:
4340 Clearview Drive Apt. 8, Geneseo, NY 14454
E-Giving in 2020
Would you like to continue e-giving in 2020? Or would you like to give the convenience of e-giving a try? If so,
please take note of the following:
CURRENT E-GIVERS: If you were making regular e-giving donations in 2019 and would like to continue making donations in 2020 via e-giving, you MUST actively make changes in the system by accessing your account online
with your personal password.
1. You MUST STOP your 2019 donation at the end of the year after your last donation is processed.
2. You MUST START a new donation for 2020 which can be done at any time setting up the appropriate parameters
in the future.
Alternatively if it is easier for you, or if you are new to e-giving, you may contact Anne Bishop, Central’s e-giving system administrator, via email (abishopny@gmail.com) and give permission for Anne to make changes to or set up an
account for you.
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Timothy, the CPC Church Mouse, visited
with church members and friends as they
celebrated the birth of Jesus. Timothy looks
forward to
visiting
even more
of you next
Christmas!

Timothy…

… hangs out with Charlotte

… visits

Marilyn
Cleveland for
tea and a
chat
(above)
… gets
around ‒
safety
first! (left)

and Alex McLean ‒ and cat
Lady ‒ in the glow of the
beautiful family Christmas
tree (above)

… played their favorite

Christmas hymns as Bill
and Georgia Csont decorated their living room with
several nativity sets and
hung their stockings above
the fireplace (left)

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
February 23

Session has set the
Annual Congregational Meeting
for February 23 in the sanctuary
immediately following worship.

The call of the meeting is to
to receive the Annual Report
(copies of the Annual Report will
be available before the meeting for
you to review).

A big heartfelt thanks goes out to Madeline &
Quinn Geiser-Getz (and their parents Amy &
Glenn) for painting the newly added wooden
Chrismons for our Fellowship Hall tree.
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Above: Good conversation over hot chocolate & tapioca pudding.
Below: Mallory & Noah Crane, Pastor Nancy, Dorothy Topping
Right corner: Singing all our favorite Christmas carols

Above: Bills vs. Steelers. Who won the 2019 game?
Below: Cookies to share and exchange!
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Our Presbyterian Church “Neighborhood Group”
is looking for volunteers to plan
neighborhood-wide activities
The 59 churches of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley
are divided into geographical neighborhood groups of
about 10 churches in order to encourage joint mission
and ministry among the group’s churches. Our group –
the Valley Neighbors – is composed of rural churches
in the area of York, Livonia, Avon, and Lima. In the
past we have joined together in activities for our youth
and in service projects; now individuals are needed
from each congregation to plan what exciting future
work we might do. The neighborhood group planning
team’s meeting would be no more than monthly; the
times of meetings would be set by the members themselves. If you are interested in learning more or becoming part of this neighborhood team, please contact Pastor Nancy.

CPC Shopping Bags
Reusable shopping bags
with the CPC name and
logo are available in royal
blue, lime green, red, and
orange for only $2.00.

Get yours today!

The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry needs your help to feed our hungry neighbors.
The demand on the food pantry continues to grow. At this time, any non-perishable food,
(canned peas, canned pears, pasta sauce), paper goods, personal
care products, dish soap, and laundry detergent are welcome. Nonperishable contributions may be placed in the basket in the narthex or in
the basket near the Church Office. Monetary donations are also needed, so
the Food Pantry volunteers can purchase the milk, eggs, and other perishaThe Geneseo/
Groveland
bles that are given to each pantry visitor. Whatever you give, give generEmergency
ously in gratitude for the blessings God has poured out on you.
Food Pantry

Please volunteer your time if you can spend an hour or two helping to
serve others.

2020 Lenten Devotional
Each Lenten season, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers a
daily devotional guide to the faith community. Quiet yourself during
Lent by reflecting on God’s word and prepare your heart to celebrate
at Easter the new life he made possible for all. Printed copies of the
devotional guide will be available in the Jane Ward Room and in the
CPC narthex.

In addition to this printed copy, you can also experience the devotionals in the following ways:
 Read and listen online. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional.
 Receive daily e-mails. Go to www.pts.edu/e-mail, click

“Devotionals.”
 Download our free Android or Apple app. Visit the app store and search for “Devotions - Advent & Lent.”
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YOUTH AND FAMILY EVENTS
February Church Family Breakfast
The next family breakfast will be held in the social hall on Sunday, February 2nd at 8:45 AM! We would love for you to join
us for a delicious breakfast and friendly conversation! Feel free to bring a
dish or beverage to share.
The Souper Bowl of
Caring is scheduled
for Sunday, February
2nd, which is an annual event to support local organizations fight hunger in the community. Our youth group will be preparing soup on Saturday, February 1st
at 4:00 PM and subs on Sunday,
February 2nd during worship in the
CPC kitchen.
Soup (chicken noodle, cream of broccoli, and chili) will be available during
coffee hour on Sunday, February
2nd for $5 each.

Adult Forum ~ February 9
On February 9 we welcome the
Rev. Derek Davenport from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, a
friend of this congregation and
co-director of the Summer Youth
Institute at PTS. Rev. Davenport will offer an
Adult Forum entitled “Herod the Great – a Villain
of the Bible”. As part of this forum, Rev. Davenport will share artifacts from the seminary’s Kelso
Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology and describe the insights these artifacts give us into the
life of Herod. Be sure to join us immediately following worship!

Young Disciple Ringers

Kids — join us to practice during Sunday
School on the Sundays in March so that you
can ring with us if you would like.

Adult Forum ~ February 16
Come hear about Livingston Cares and about
the service trips in which several members of
our congregation participated during January. Tom Matthews, Chair of the Board of Directors for Livingston Cares, and the others
will share their experiences serving in a variety of locations ravaged by hurricanes and
floods. They will also
describe how you, too,
might become involved!
Be with us immediately
following worship to
learn more about this
important work.
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If you need a ride to church – or know of someone who does – call Tim Lowmaster (2458112) or the Church Office (243-0669) and we will make arrangements for you.
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Amazon donates to CPC every time you make a
purchase through Amazon Smile
Central Presbyterian is now set up as a charitable organization on Amazon
Smile. Through the Amazon Smile program, Amazon will donate a percentage of the cost of your purchase to the notfor-profit of your choice. Just sign up on Amazon Smile and choose Central Presbyterian as your charitable organization. Ssigning up for Amazon Smile does not affect anything in your account on Amazon nor affect the price you pay
for the object that you purchase. Here’s how to do it:

1. Go to smile.amazon.com
2. You will be prompted to select an organization. Be sure to select Central Presbyterian Church GENESEO,
N.Y., as there will be other Central Presbyterian churches on the list.
3. All of your Amazon account information will be transferred to the Smile account, and each time you go to
Amazon you will be directed to that Smile account.

Geneseo Ecumenical
Book Review
On Thursday, February 6, Dr. Kurt
Fletcher will review Taming the A tom by Hans Christian Von Baeyer.

Reviews are presented on the first Thursday of every
month from September through May in the Community
Room of the Wadsworth Library on the lower level. Programs begin at 12:00 pm, preceded by a brown bag lunch
at 11:30 am. Parking is available at the Central Presbyterian and Christ Community churches. Accessible entrance located on Second Street.

Home Visitations for
Our Homebound

Items that have accumulated in our lost
and found will soon be donated to Goodwill. Please check the lost and found for
any of your missing items.

The Livingston County Center
Worship Team

Every Sunday at 1:30 pm, the Livingston
County Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation offers its residents a worship service led by various area churches. Central
is scheduled to lead the services on February 9. Please consider shar ing worship time with these homebound individuals. If you would like to be part of the
team that worships with the residents at
the Livingston County Center, contact
Rev. Lowmaster.

Central’s home visitation
program is an exciting opportunity for volunteers to
make visits to members of
our church family who are homebound. How it
works is simple: a rotating monthly schedule
matches those who are homebound with volunteers willing to make visits. We are currently in
need of additional volunteers willing to commit to 1 or 2 visits monthly. If you are interested in this program and would like to volunteer to make visits, please contact the Church
Office (cpcgeneseo.org or 243-0669).

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40)
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SERVING IN OUR CHURCH
February 2

February 9

February 16

February 23

Ushers/
Greeters

Boy Scouts

Chris & Mitzi Lynch,
Judy Claprood, Dan Young

Leslie McCurdy, Joan
Henchen, Cathy Evershed,
Mary Ann Fink

Gail Chasey, Bob &
Dorothy Topping
Tom Thompson

Lector

Boy Scouts

Rev. Derek Davenport

TBD

TBD

Acolytes

Reghan Maxwell

Emerson Meyer

Celia Rose

Blair Maxwell

Coffee
Hour

Boy Scouts

Norma Benedict, Pam Gardner

Kathy Stewart

Holly Harvey

Counters

Macauly & Topping

Macauly & Topping

Macauly & Topping

Macauly & Topping

Sunday, February 2

Sunday, February 23

Sunday, February 26

Transfiguration of the Lord

Deacons will serve

Ash Wednesday

Elders will serve
Communion
(Intinction)

Communion
(Traditional)

Worship Commission will serve
Communion
(Intinction)

Sunday morning sermons and other select services are now available on the CPC website
(cpcgeneseo.org). Simply click on the “Listen to Sermons” link found on our home page and select
the sermon(s) of your choice. You can also listen to sermons through links on our Facebook page.
CPC Coffee Hour Coordinators
(If you are interested in helping with a coffee hour, please contact one of the coordinators below.)
Month
Dec., Jan.& Feb

Name of Coordinator
Gretchen Crane

Phone Number & E-mail
243-2124
Inyoureyes94@frontiernet.net

Mar., Apr.& May

Holly Harvey

414-4845

h.h.harvey@frontiernet.net

Jun., Jul.& Aug

Janice Willer

243-3734

bjleewiller2@gmail.com

Sep., Oct.& Nov

Jane Long

243-0613

jlongand9@gmail.com

Attention Coffee Hour Volunteers:
If changes need to be made to your scheduled coffee hour day, please contact the coordinator for that month.
DATE

ATTENDANCE

PLEDGES/OFFERINGS

December 2019
Counters’ Report

December 1

63

$2,124.00

December 8

104

$4,418.00

I was glad when
they said unto
me, “Let us go into the house of
the Lord.”

December 15

100

$1,188.00

December 22

98

$1,176.00

December 24

183

$5,002.00

December 29

70

$445.00

Psalm 122:1

2019 TOTALS THRU DEC

$162,953.33

2018 TOTALS THRU DEC

$167,832.65

BUDGETED THRU DEC 2019

$170,000.00

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

10 am Worship and Sunday
School - SA
Congregational Meeting immediately following worship
11 am Coffee Hour - FH

6-9:30 Boy Scouts FH

24

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

17

6-9:30 Boy Scouts FH

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

10
8 am Teresa House - JWR

7 pm Facilities - JWR

6-9:30 Boy Scouts FH

3
10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

Mon

23 Transfiguration of the Lord

16
10 am Worship and Sunday
School - SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Adult Forum

9
10 am Worship, Installation of
Officers, and Sunday School SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Adult Forum

2
Boy Scout Sunday
8:45 am Church Family Breakfast - FH
10 am Worship and Sunday
School - SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Sermon Debrief - FH

Sun

5-5:45 Tai Chi - FH

25

5-5:45 Tai Chi - FH

18

5-5:45 Tai Chi - FH

11

7 pm Deacons- JWR

5-5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

4

Tue

Ash Wednesday

7 pm Worship SA

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH

26

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH
5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA

5-5:45 Tai Chi - FH

27

7 - 9 pm Photography group
- FH

7 pm Session - JWR

20
5-5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

5-5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH
5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA
19

13

7 - 9 pm Photography group
- FH

5-5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

6
9 am Men’s Group - Tim
Hortons

Thu

12

5
9:30 am Tai Chi - FH
5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
6:00 pm Endowment JWR
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA

Wed

FEBRUARY 2020

28

21

14

7

Fri

29

22

15

Congregational Learning
Day at Perinton Presbyterian

8

4-6 pm Make soup for
Souper Bowl of Caring K

1
8 am - 1 pm Officer Training - K,FH

Sat

11

12

Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the March Church Mouse
to the office no later than February 18, 2020.
Transfiguration of the Lord
February 23

Daily Bread
Devotional Guides

February 26

For December/
January/February
are available in the
Jane Ward Room and
in the narthex.
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING
We are happy to provide those who do not have an email address with a hard copy of the Church Mouse. If you
attend Sunday worship, please pick up your copy in the narthex; this will help to alleviate the high cost of postage. We will continue to mail copies of the Mouse to those not able to join us for our worship services.

Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street

Geneseo, NY

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs. 8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

