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The Gift of Worship
One of the scenes that – unfortunately – seems to have become a traditional part of the
Christmas season is the long line of people waiting to return unwanted gifts. We have all had the experience of
opening a beautifully wrapped box, gently but excitedly folding back the tissue paper inside, and then lifting out
a gift that we have absolutely no use for. We smile broadly and thank the giver – it was nice of her to think of us,
after all – and then carefully close the box again. Perhaps we take a mental note of whether or not a gift receipt
was evident amongst all that tissue paper and of when we might be able to make the trip out to the store to make
an exchange. We tick through the possible regifting options. Or maybe we simply resolve that, despite the gratitude that we have toward the giver, this particular gift will never see the light of day again after it has been
placed in the darkest, dustiest corner of the attic.
This Christmas season, churches will again be filled with individuals who come to receive a gift. We experience the warmth of being with friends, the comfort of the tradition of attending church on the holiday, the joy of
seeing the beautiful decorations and hearing and singing seasonal carols. For many, even to those who don’t attend worship often during the year, it just won’t feel like Christmas if they haven’t been present at those special
services.
But be careful. Don’t mistake the wrapping for the gift. Certainly we seek to honor God through excellence in
worship. I am very grateful for those who have donated poinsettias and greens, for those who have decorated the
sanctuary and other spaces in the church building, those who have made chrismons, and those who will sing,
ring, and play to the glory of God. We will bask in the warmth and the comfort and the joy that we will experience during the service. The real gift of worship, however, is being in the presence of our holy God with other
Christians. In worship, the Holy Spirit draws us through Christ to God’s own heart. In worship, we enter into the
very life of God because we are bound by the Holy Spirit to Jesus Christ, who himself is Emmanuel God. That is
the gift with which we are blessed not just during the holiday season, but whenever we worship, no matter what
the season.
What do we do with the opportunity – the gift – of fellowship with our Lord in worship that God gives to us?
Sometimes we try to return the gift: we smile broadly and thank the giver – it is nice of God to care for us, after
all – and then carefully close the box again and live exactly as we please, heedless of God’s call to live in close fellowship with our Lord. Or we might be tempted to put that gift of worship in the darkest, dustiest corner of our
spiritual attic, and attend worship if and when it suits our schedule. Of course, it is true there are times in our
lives when we seem to more (and sometimes less) acutely feel attracted to worship. It is also true that there are
many demands and claims on our time and attention throughout the year. But know this: we were created in
God’s image to be in fellowship with God. We will find no other way to have meaning in our lives or to be fulfilled as human beings apart from a close friendship with God: the friendship made possible through God’s grace
revealed in Jesus Christ. As Jesus said to his disciples,
“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,

neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
And as Augustine famously wrote,
“You have made us for yourself, O God, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”
It is in worship, when we gather as the body of Christ to glorify God, that the Holy Spirit leads us to be one
with God’s own being. It is through worship that we are fed and led and nurtured as disciples of Jesus Christ; it
is where we learn and are challenged to live as God’s own.
Fellowship with God through worship is a precious gift that God has made possible for us through Jesus
Christ. Don’t return that gift or set it in some dusty, hard-to-reach corner. Instead, treasure that gift and use it, all
year long.
In Christ,
Pastor Nancy
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Healing and Health
+ Brandon (Joyce and Ron Peterson’s grandson, being treated for cancer)
+ Dick Sheflin (now at Monroe Community Hospital rehab.)
+ Don Howard (Bob Topping’s cousin, recovering from a heart attack)
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, being treated for cancer in Florida)
+ Gary Andolina (Marion’s husband, rehabbing at home)
+ Gene (husband of Rev. Amy Fowler, the Presbytery Head, being treated for brain cancer)
+ Jim D’Ambrosio (Marion Andolina’s brother, receiving treatment for cancer)
+ Lois Clancey (David Hurd’s sister)
+ Marilyn (Joyce Peterson’s sister, suffering from an intestinal condition)
+ Matt (friend of Tim Lowmaster, recovering from surgery)
+ Mike Peters (recovering from a recurring foot infection)
+ Rachel (former student of Gretchen Crane, recovering from surgery)
+ Rob Fuller (at home recovering from leg surgery )
+ Robin Wallace (at Sisters of Charity hospital in Buffalo after suffering a second stroke)
Homebound
+ Marilyn Cleveland, Barbara Leighton, Pat McFarland, Pat and Ron Scott, Beth and Robin Wallace, Howard Viele,
Phyllis Osborne
Other Joys and Concerns
+ the young men in residence at Industry School and Rev. Karyn Carter, who serves among them
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt
+ the safety of all those serving in the foreign service and in the armed forces
+ for peace around the world and for the victims of terrorism and war everywhere
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the Church
Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support you. Please
give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
4
5
7
8
9
11
13
17
18

Joel Staley Cripps
Jeff Rose
Kristen Kimble, Mark Kimble
Edith Matthews
Tom Matthews, Garrison Hunt
An Tran, Catherine Bennett
Kay Robinson
Janice Willer
Jeremy Glidden

21
22
24
25
28
29
30
31

Tom Thompson
Vernice Platt
Barbara Hallberg
Holly Harvey, Emily Wilson,
Ethan Bennett
Courtney Rawleigh
Victoria Bolesky
Linn Harvey
Shirley Cox

If we have missed your Birthday
and you would like it to be included in
the Church Mouse, please email, call,
or stop by the Church Office and let us
know the date!
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CPC HAPPENINGS
Men’s Group - January 2
All men of the church are invited to a monthly coffee
and conversation get-together. We meet at Tim Hortons at
9:00 am on the first Thursday of each month  strictly
informal  no agenda, no dues, no rules of order. The next
get-together will be on January 2.
January Family Breakfast  January 5
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for our January
Family Breakfast on Sunday, January 5, at 8:45 am! Feel
free to bring a dish to pass.
Monday Morning Bible Study
Our Bible Study is on Monday mornings at 10:30 am
in the Jane Ward Room. Each week we will examine the
lectionary texts for the week – the same texts that Rev.
Lowmaster will use as the bases for her upcoming Sunday
sermon. The discussion is always lively! Come join us for
a closer look at the Scriptures. Dates for this month are
January 6, 13, 20, 27.

From the Organ Bench
Because music plays a large and important part in our
worship, your church maintains a vocal choir and a handbell choir. The vocal group sings at every Sunday morning service, and the bells ring in worship once or twice a
month. Each of these groups would welcome additional
members. If you have any inclination to give us a try,
please talk to David Hurd or to any member of the
groups. We’d love to have you join us.
Daily Bread Devotional Guides
The Daily Bread Devotional Guides for the months of
December/January/February ar e available in the Jane
Ward Room, in the church library, and the narthex.
Please help yourself to a free copy.
Sermon Debrief on Sundays during coffee hour
(when there is no Adult Forum) Gr eet fr iends and
grab some refreshments, then gather at the table in Fellowship Hall at about 11:25 pm.

Turn in your completed
2020 Commitment Card to
the Church Office as soon
as possible!

See flyers in the narthex or on the bulletin board outside the
Church Office for a list of courses. More information is
available from any church officer or from Pastor Nancy.

The day is always enriching! Consider joining us!

Tai Chi for Arthritis
for Church Members and Friends
If you were interested in this fall's Tai Chi for Arthritis classes
but either couldn't get into the class or weren’t able to attend,
you have another chance! Starting on Tuesday, January 8,
there will be an 8-week, twice-weekly (Tuesday and Thursday)
class session. Classes will be held in Fellowship Hall from
5:00 - 5:45 pm, led by certified instructor Pam Maxson. Space
is limited to 15 people. To register for this session of classes,
contact Pam at 585-764-3365 or email pjmax60@gmail.com.

The Spirit has been guiding us in
exciting directions and into new
ways to share God’s Good News.
Where do you see God’s presence
at work at Central? Support for
another year this work to which
we have been called! Consider
increasing your giving this year
by 3.5% so that we can even
more fully:
“live out our faith by going where
help is needed to build, to teach,
to feed, and to care for the environment alongside sisters and
brothers across the country and
around the world”.
CPC Mission Statement
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Youth and Family Events
January Church Family Breakfast
The first family breakfast of the new year will be held in the social hall on Sunday, January 5th at 8:45 AM. We would love for you
to join us for a delicious breakfast and friendly conversation! Feel free to bring a
dish or beverage to share.

The
2020
Souper
Bowl of Caring is
scheduled for Sunday,
February 2. This annual event supports
many local organizations that fight hunger in the community. Preorders will be taken for subs in
mid-January. Our youth group will be
preparing the soup on Saturday, February
1 at 4:00 PM in the CPC kitchen.
At the December Church Family Breakfast, we shared good food, fellowship,
and fun as we built our own Advent
wreaths.
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At this year’s Hanging of the
Greens, the entire church was
decorated to the glory of God!
The children made Scripture
scrolls like the ones Jesus would
have used. In Greek, the scroll
read, “God has told you,
_______, what is good; and what
does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness, and humbly to walk with
your God? (Micah 6:8) The kids wrote their names ‒ in Greek ‒
in the blank. Then they discussed the kinds of buildings that
Mary and Joseph would have seen in their village. Together,
they constructed a model Bethlehem out of gingerbread.
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… hangs out at home with Emerson and
Declan Meyer (below)

…constructs Chrismon ornaments with Madeline & Quinn Geiser-Getz (above)

Timothy, the CPC Church Mouse, visited with
church members and friends as they prepare to
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Timothy...
… relaxes with Noah and
Celia Rose by their Christmas tree (below)

… sweeps up with Tim Lowmaster (below, left)

…helps Mallory Crane & Liam
Dingle decorate at Hanging of
the Greens (above)

December 10, 8am - 6 pm

College Student Study Day
at CPC

… watches Carys Wall write her name in
Greek and build gingerbread Bethlehem

Students from SUNY Geneseo
found a quiet, comfortable place
to study for finals . Thanks to all
of you who provided snacks and
a warm welcome.
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Christmas Play 2019
This year’s Christmas play was based on the book If Jesus Came to my House by Joan Gale Thomas. Our
kids and youth at CPC expanded upon the ideas in this book by sharing what they would like to do if Jesus
came to their house today. Will Csont, Maddie Geiser-Getz, Sarah Janson, and Noah Rose served as narrators. Avery Hepler, Shay Hepler, Peyton Hepler, Garin Kleinhans, Declan Meyer, Emerson Meyer, and Celia Rose
were actors and puppeteers in the play. Noah Crane, Evan Sorge, and Ian Sorge were part of the stage
crew. Thank you to Howard Stewart and the team of builders for our set. Thank you to Mr. Hurd for serving as our musical director, and to all of our musicians.
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2019 Poinsettia Memorials and Dedications
To the glory of God and in memory of Jack Badami, given by Linda P. Badami.
To the glory of God and in memory of Lauren, Marian and Dottie Pinkney, given by Linda P. Badami.
To the glory of God and in memory of Ray, Elaine and Fran Perry and Ida Mae Sweet, and Lynn and Harriet Scott,
given by Linda P. Badami.
To the glory of God and in memory of father and mother, Howard and Agnes Erwin, given by Michael and Anne Bishop.

To the glory of God and in memory of mother, Patricia Bishop, given by Michael and Anne Bishop.
To the glory of God and in memory of brother, Timothy Bishop, given by Michael and Anne Bishop.
To the glory of God and in memory of our uncle and aunt, Chet and Doris Otto, given by Michael and Anne Bishop.
To the glory of God and in memory of Ray and Cookie Sherman, given by Michael and Anne Bishop.
To the glory of God and in memory of loved ones, given by Danny and Jackie Carman.
To the glory of God and in celebration of our family, given by Danny and Jackie Carman.
To the glory of God and in memory of Niels and Jean Christiansen, given by Barb and Kurt Christiansen.
To the glory of God and in memory of Jake and Kay Stomierowski, given by Barb and Kurt Christiansen.
To the glory of God and in memory of loved ones, given by Roger and Kathy Collins.
To the glory of God and in loving memory of our parents, Clifford and Grace Cox and John and Roxy Sands, given by
Gary and Shirley Cox.
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Fanny Welch, given by Gary and Shirley Cox.
To the glory of God and in loving memory of David and Ann Cox, given by Gary and Shirley Cox.
To the glory of God and in memory of Winnie Holcomb, given by Jeff, Gretchen, Mallory and Noah Crane.
To the glory of God and in memory of Dort and Clif Alger, given by Jeff, Gretchen, Mallory and Noah Crane.

To the glory of God and in memory of Dane Wallace Leclair, given by Jeff, Gretchen, Mallory and Noah Crane.
To the glory of God and in memory of Norma Elam, given by Jeff, Gretchen, Mallory and Noah Crane.
To the glory of God and in memory of Norma Elam, given by the family of Norma Elam.
To the glory of God and in memory of Mabel Boyd, given by the family of Norma Elam.
To the glory of God and in memory of Jean Havens, given by the family of Norma Elam.
To the glory of God and in loving memory of our brothers, Sean and Patrick Fuller, given by Matthew and Shannon
Fuller.
To the glory of God and in loving memory of our sons, Sean and Patrick, by Rob and Jean Fuller.
To the glory of God and in memory of Toni and Art Dembeck and Katherine and Donald Hatheway, given by Linda and
Dick Hatheway.
To the glory of God and in celebration of our children and grandchildren, given by Linda and Dick Hatheway.
To the glory of God and in memory of Bill and JoAn Stein, given by the Hellwig family.
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To the glory of God and in memory of John Herlihy, given by Myra Herlihy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Brigid Herlihy, given by Myra Herlihy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Helen Herlihy, given by Myra Herlihy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Florence and William Tate, given by Myra Herlihy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Dean and Connie Johnston, given by the Johnston children and grandchildren.
To the glory of God and in appreciation of the past and present saints of Central Presbyterian Church, given by
Timothy and Pastor Nancy Lowmaster.
To the glory of God and in memory of loved ones, given by Mr. and Mrs. Fred MacIntyre.

To the glory of God and in memory of Archie and Evelyn McCurdy, given by Leslie McCurdy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Wesley and Helen Kaiser, given by Leslie McCurdy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Randy Richards and Sean Fuller, given by Leslie McCurdy.
To the glory of God and in memory of Bob and Erika Greene and Bob and Claudia Stata, given by Akira Stata.
To the glory of God and in memory of LaVerne and Maybelle Spring, given by Margery Wilkie.
To the glory of God and in memory of Charles D. Wilkie, given by Margery Wilkie.
To the glory of God and in celebration and loving memory of Wesley A. Kujawski’s life, Janice’s father and in
memory of all the Kujawski family loved ones who have left this space before us, given by Janice Willer.
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Donald and Barbara Willer and in loving memory of all the loved ones
in the Willer family who have left this space before us, given by Janice Willer.
To the glory of God and in celebration and loving memory of William C. “Bill” Willer, a loving husband and friend,
given by his wife of 35 years, Janice Willer.

2019 Memorial Wreaths, Luminaria, and Greenery
The wreaths on the front doors of the sanctuary and some of the evergreen branches are in loving memory of Bill and
Betty Marks whose lives will be for “ever green” in our hearts, given by Pegi Warner, and Jeff, Gretchen, Mallory
and Noah Crane.
The holly branches are given in loving memory of mother, grandmother, and great grandmother, Elizabeth Harvey, by
the Harvey family.
The real evergreen branches are given in celebration of our grandchildren by Holly and Russ Harvey
The luminaries on Christmas Eve are given in loving memory of all who perished on September 11, 2001 and to all
who have kept the love light shining through the Rescue & Support and Care Mission [May we never forget], from
Janice Willer and Bill’s spirit.
The wreath in our C. Fred Yoos Memorial Garden is given in memory of all who rest there, given by the Director of
the Memorial Garden and church gardener, Janice L. Willer.
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SERVING IN OUR CHURCH
January 5

January 12

January 19

January 28

Ryan & Maggie
Schuyler,

Ushers/
Greeters

The Sorge Family

Lector

The Rose Family

Sally Fox

Linnette Maxson

Cheryl Maxwell

Acolytes

Emerson Meyer

Noah Rose

Reghan Maxwell

Seneca Harvey

Coffee
Hour

Sharon Presutti &

Jane Long

Kathy Stewart

Holly Harvey

Counters

Torres & C. Bolesky

Torres & C. Bolesky

Torres & C. Bolesky

Torres & C. Bolesky

TBD

The Harvey Family

Zach & Jill Matzek

Sunday, January 5

Sunday, January 19

Celebration of Epiphany of the Lord

Baptism of the Lord

Elders will serve Communion

Deacons will serve Communion

Traditional

Intinction

Sunday morning sermons and other select services are now available on the CPC website
(cpcgeneseo.org). Simply click on the “Listen to Sermons” link found on our home page
and select the sermon(s) of your choice. You can also listen to sermons through links on
our Facebook page.
CPC Coffee Hour Coordinators
(If you are interested in helping with a coffee hour, please contact one of the coordinators below.)

Month

Name of Coordinator

Phone Number & E-mail

Dec., Jan.& Feb

Gretchen Crane

243-2124

Inyoureyes94@frontiernet.net

Mar., Apr.& May

Holly Harvey

414-4845

h.h.harvey@frontiernet.net

Jun., Jul.& Aug

Janice Willer

243-3734

bjleewiller2@gmail.com

Sep., Oct.& Nov

Jane Long

243-0613

jlongand9@gmail.com

Attention Coffee Hour Volunteers:
If changes need to be made to your scheduled coffee hour day, please contact the coordinator for that month.

The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry needs your help to feed our hungry neighbors.
The pre-Christmas demand on the food pantry has left its shelves depleted. At this time,
any non-perishable food, paper goods, personal care products, dish soap, and
laundry detergent are w elcome. Non-perishable contributions may be
placed in the basket in the narthex or in the basket near the Church Office.
Monetary donations are also needed, so the Food P antry volunteers
can purchase the milk, eggs, and other perishables that are given to each
The Geneseo/
pantry visitor. Whatever you give, give generously in gratitude for the
Groveland
blessings God has poured out on you.
Emergency
Food Pantry
Please volunteer your time if you can spend an hour or two helping to serve
others.

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

28

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

27

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

10 am Worship & Sunday
School - SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Sermon Debrief FH

26

10 am Worship & Sunday
School - SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Sermon Debrief FH

6-9:30 Boy Scouts FH

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

21

20

19 Baptism of the Lord

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

14

6-9:30 pm Boy Scouts FH

13
8 am Teresa House Board
Mtg - JWR

7 pm Deacons - JWR

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

7

Tue

10 am Worship & Sunday
School - SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Sermon Debrief FH

12

10:30 am Bible Study - JWR

8:45 am Church Family
Breakfast
10 am Worship & Sunday
School - SA
11 am Coffee Hour - FH
11:20 am Sermon Debrief FH

6-9:30 pm Boy Scouts FH
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Mon

5 Epiphany of the Lord

Sun
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH

29

5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH

22

5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH

15

5:45 pm Central’s Carillon
Choir - SA
7:00 pm Chancel Choir - MR
& SA

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH
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1

Wed

Thu

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

30

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

23

7 pm Session - JWR

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

16

5 - 5:45 pm Tai Chi - FH

9:30 am Tai Chi - FH

9

7 pm Commissions

9 am Men’s Group - Tim
Hortons
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31

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

11

4

Sat

11

12

Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the February Church
Mouse to the office no later than January 20, 2020.
CHURCH MOUSE
MAILING
We are happy to provide those
who do not have an email address with a hard copy of the
Church Mouse. If you attend
Sunday worship, please pick
up your copy in the narthex;
this will help to alleviate the
high cost of postage. We will
continue to mail copies of the
Mouse to those not able to join
us for our worship services.

Celebration of Epiphany
JANUARY 5

Daily Bread Devotional Guides for December/January/February are available in
the Jane Ward Room, the church library,
and the narthex. Pick up a free copy!

Baptism of the Lord
JANUARY 12

Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street

Geneseo, NY

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs. 8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

