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What a Difference a Day Makes
Yesterday morning I was thinking ahead to Holy Week and Easter, and to the array of special opportunities for prayer and worship that would be available at Central at the beginning of April. The beautiful banners,
the flowers, and the music filling the sanctuary are always so meaningful to me and, I know, to many of you. I
was eagerly looking forward to them.
Today, following last evening’s Session meeting (see below), I am working with some sadness, with some anxiety, but also with some excitement as David, Aimee, and I plan what these last days of Lent will look like in
the shadow of COVID-19.
We will not be gathering in person as the body of Christ for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
or for Easter. It is a loss for us. We will miss being together, but given the virus ravaging the world and our desire to protect one another, it is the right thing to do.
Easter will be different this year. But it will still be Easter: the day when God demonstrated that his mercy
has no bounds. The day when Christ’s love exhausted the power of death. The day when a new chapter of life
and hope began for all creation. What a difference a day – that day – makes to all of us.
We will observe Holy Week differently than originally planned – be watching upcoming Mini Mouse issues
for the details. And we will be celebrating, celebrating joyously, on Easter Day in a way that will be differently
glorious, differently meaningful, differently Spirit-filled.
Recently we have known real worry and uncertainty. I pray that this Easter season brings you the kind of
comfort and peace only possible when we trust ourselves to a God who has the power and the love to create, to
sacrifice, and to rescue...us. Praise God!

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)
In Christ,
Pastor Nancy
Dear Friends in Christ,
Your Session met virtually on Thursday evening, March 26, and after careful and thorough discussion decided to continue
the current church policies with respect to the coronavirus emergency. Our desire is to follow the way of Christ by caring for
one another while helping to do our part to stop the spread of the virus. Therefore, the Session took the following actions:
 In-person worship at Central Presbyterian Church has been suspended through April 23. Prior to each Sunday, a







bulletin for the upcoming service will be emailed to everyone who receives the Church Mouse online. A recording of the
worship service will be available online on the church's website (www.cpcgeneseo.org) on Sunday. If you would like a CD
of the service, we would be happy to mail one to you. On Sunday afternoon, copies of the sermon will be emailed to the
entire congregation (and mailed to those who normally have the Church Mouse mailed to them).
In-person meetings/gatherings in the church building have been suspended through April 23. Meetings will take
place virtually as needed.
Staff is being encouraged to work from home. If you need to contact Pastor Nancy, David, Marion, Aimee, Renee, or
Georgia, please email them directly or call the church office (585-243-0669).
Access to the church building is being limited. If you need access to the church building, please email Marion
(office@cpcgeneseo.org) or Pastor Nancy (pastor@cpcgeneseo.org) or call us at 585-243-0669. Even if you have a church
key, please refrain from being in the building.
Pastoral care and other support will continue. We want to journey with you during this difficult time. Please contact
your group shepherd or Pastor Nancy (pastor@cpcgeneseo.org or 585-208-7606) with your prayer concerns or pastoral
needs. We can decide together the best way to offer support.
We will help one another. There are many people in our congregation who have offered to help with special needs as
they arise. Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you have such a need or if you are available to help.

We will continue to monitor the situation to pay attention to how God will use us to be the healing and caring hands and
feet of Christ during this crisis.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Healing and Health
+ Prayers those suffering from addiction who remain in denial and prayers of hope for the desire to shift toward recovery one day.
+ John Fremming (Janice Willer’s fiancé’s brother, in ICU suffering from COVID-19)
+ Joyce Peterson (recovering from hand surgery)
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, recovering from COVID-19)
+ Dick Sheflin (now rehabbing at home)
+ Rev. Gene Fowler (in hospice care) and for his wife, Presbytery Head Rev. Amy Fowler
+ Kenny Bronson (Ron Long’s nephew, suffering from COPD)
+ Lyle Lehman (home recovering from shingles)
+ Mary Thompson (Tom’s mother, facing several serious health challenges)
Homebound
Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott, Phyllis Osborne
Other Joys and Concerns
+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, teachers, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those working in the mental health
field at this difficult, difficult time
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or
encountering other challenges, please let
Rev. Lowmaster, the Church Office, or your
Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would
like to pray for you and to assist and support
you. Please give us the opportunity to be a
blessing to you.

Central Presbyterian
Church’s

2020
Organ Recital Series

CPC APRIL BIRTHDAYS
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15
16
21
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26
28
29
30

Sandra Macauley, Linda Badami
Gary Cox
Cindy Sheflin
Kristen Lynch Hubacher,
Thomas Sheflin
Jane VanAlstyne
Sarah McLean, Bob Topping
RJ Harvey, Tyler Carman
Stephanie Abel
Jon Rouleau, Bill Lofquist
Sheila Cripps
Celia Rose
Mike Bishop
Joyce Peterson
Ray Robinson, Pastor Nancy

If we have missed your birthday and you
would like it to be included in the Church
Mouse, please email, call, or stop by the Church
Office and let us know the date!

New Schedule
featuring organists
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Judy Congdon
Samuel Kuffuor-Afriyire
Timothy Smith
Malcolm Matthews

Each recital commences at noon and lasts about 45 minutes.
We hope you’ll attend as many of the Tuesday programs as
your schedule will allow. In addition, you can help at the recitals by welcoming visitors and handing out printed programs. Your financial support can be made either at the recitals or by directing a check to the church office and writing
“Organ Recital Series” on the memo line.
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The Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry is maintaining
its normal hours of operation at the present time.
The food pantry is in need of donations of all kinds, especially canned veggies, canned fruits,
spaghetti sauce, Mac & Cheese, spaghetti, cereal, bread, vegetable soup, tomato soup, tuna,
peanut butter, beef stew, black beans, chick peas, dry peas/lentils, toilet paper, paper towels,
and bar soap.
If you are healthy and are able to stop by the food pantry when it is open, you are invited to
bring in fresh fruits and vegetables. ALSO consider donating children’s books, jigsaw puzzles, and coloring books for the
children of patron families. There are lots of kids home from school now! Contributions may be left outside the parking lot
door at the top of the stairs after hours. Monetary donations are also needed, so the Food Pantry volunteers can purchase the milk, eggs, and other perishables that are given to each pantry visitor. Make checks payable to “The Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry” and mail them to the church. If you are willing to volunteer at the pantry, please
call the food pantry at 585-991-8220.

Message from the Stewardship and Finance Commission
Our habits in and out of church are changing amidst the COVID-19 emergency. For the next month we will continue
to pause in-person worship and other church activities and gatherings. We know that helping Central is important to
you. Our work supporting our church family and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge.
This is a friendly reminder that there are a number of ways you can continue your financial support of Central’s work:
 US Mail: Please be assured that if you mail in your donation, we will make certain that is counted properly and
deposited in our bank account in a timely way.
 E-Giving on CPC’s website: Central has been offering e-giving for the past five years and has a well-established
process to enable members to give online.
 If you currently donate via e-giving, no change is needed at this time.
 If you have not used e-giving in the past but would like to try it now, it is easy to initiate by clicking on the
e-giving icon on our website. Donations are made via your banking account or a credit card. Ongoing or
one-time options are available.
 If you need help in setting up your account, please contact me at abishopny@gmail.com or 585-259-8282.
I would be happy to call you and help walk you through the process.
 Online Banking Bill Pay: You can also work directly with your bank to make donations online in the
same way that you might pay a utility bill or make some other payment.
 QR Code: You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR
code (shown at right).
Central is a strong church family. We will weather this together, even if we’re not together in our worship services.
Your giving matters. Our church does important work sustained by your generosity. As we alter the way we operate
during this unknown period of time, please consider how best to continue your gifts. It may be that you and your
family are facing financial hardship during this period. If you need to make adjustments to your 2020 pledge, do so
knowing we are not fearful of scarcity at this time but are reassured by God’s sufficiency in our lives every day.
God’s peace and blessings to all,
Anne Bishop
Chair, Stewardship & Finance Commission

The Service of Witness to the Resurrection for

Patricia McFarland
originally scheduled for April 13 has been postponed.
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the May Church Mouse to
the office no later than April 20, 2020.
2020 Lenten Devotional
Each Lenten season, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers a daily devotional
guide to the faith community. Quiet yourself during Lent by reflecting on God’s word
and prepare your heart to celebrate at Easter the new life he made possible for all.
You can experience the devotionals in the following ways:
 Read and listen online. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional.
 Receive daily e-mails. Go to www.pts.edu/e-mail, click “Devotionals.”
 Download our free Android or Apple app. Visit the app store and search for “Devotions - Advent & Lent.”

CHURCH MOUSE MAILING
We are happy to provide those who do not have an email address with
a hard copy of the Church Mouse. Just contact the church office (2430669 or office@cpcgeneseo.org) and give us your name and address.

Palm Sunday

April 5

Easter Sunday

Central Presbyterian Church

31 Center Street

April 12

Geneseo, NY

Church telephone: 585-243-0669
Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606
Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org

Worshiping with thanks + + + Serving with love

