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Pastor’s Message
A Month of Celebration
Did you know that in the United States there is a National Honesty Day?
Given that we are at the end of a long and contentious presidential selection process, you might guess – cynically –
that National Honesty Day is not celebrated any time near Election Day. And, actually, you’d be right. Since its creation in the early 1990s, National Honesty Day has been observed on April 30. Perhaps that date, the last day of
April, was selected as a counterbalance to our unofficial national day of trickery and deception: April Fools’ Day
(April 1).
In the church, the month of November is bookended by celebrations – celebrations that we sometimes overlook.
The month begins with All Saints’ Day (November 1), when we not only r emember
the faithful who have died but also rejoice together that – because of Christ’s saving
work of forgiveness – we all are saints who are being made holy in head, heart, and will
to be like Jesus Christ. And November ends with the first Sunday of Advent (November
29), the season of quiet preparation for the celebration both of Jesus coming among us at
Christmas and that he is coming again to bring God’s kingdom in
all its fullness.

Red is used in the church
to represent the Holy Spirit
at work (Reformation Day,
All Saints, Pentecost, Confirmation).

With this season of Advent a new church year begins: in our worship during that church year, we will live out the rhythm of God’s
work among us through Christ. In our lives during that church year, we will do God’s work
among those around us through the power of the Spirit.
Purple (and more
recently blue) symbolize
repentance
and hope (used in
church during Advent

So what does the November liturgical calendar of our church and its celebrations have to do
with honesty? Just this: especially during November, we who claim the name of Jesus are
asked to be honest about who we are and who Jesus is. Our Scripture text for November 1
(All Saints’ Day) records the words Jesus spoke to those who believed in him,
“If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” John 8:31-32

What is the truth that will make us free? That truth is the truth we celebrate with yet one more holiday during November: Christ the King Sunday. The truth that, as Paul writes,
God highly exalted Jesus and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11
White is the color
that
celebrates
the victory & Lordship of Jesus
Christ
(Easter,
Christ the King
Sunday, and memorial services).

+ The truth that we are not saints because of what we can do for ourselves – it’s not because of
our own goodness that we celebrate All Saints’ Day. We are saints because Christ Jesus
came and was holy.
+ The truth that we don’t observe Advent and prepare for Christmas because we are faithful,
but because Jesus came and was faithful.
Let’s be honest about that.

During November, we will celebrate each of these holidays in its turn – we will celebrate with
special music and with color, in Word and in Sacrament. Join us as we rejoice together in the truth that God loves us
enough to free us from all that would keep us from being less than holy; that God loves us enough to be among us
and in us. Come join us and celebrate the truth: God loves us!
In Christ,
Pastor Nancy
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In Our Prayers
Healing and Health
+ Prayers for those suffering at this time: from addiction, depression, financial and employment worry, health concerns for themselves and for their families.
+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, physically, or
spiritually
+ Rev. Beth Rosler (the Rouleau’s daughter, for safety and energy as she deals with personal health challenges
while pastoring her congregation)
+ Chelsea Ellis (now in spinal rehab in Colorado)
+ Cindy (friend of Judy Claprood for more than 65 years, diagnosed with pancreatic cancer)
+ Dr. David Manly (Cheryl Maxwell’s uncle, rehabbing after suffering a stroke)
+ Doug Kelly (Julie Brocklehurst-Woods’s brother-in-law, being treated for prostate cancer)
+ Ed (Marion Andolina’s brother-in-law, recovering at home after suffering a stroke)
+ Edith Matthews (recovering from cataract surgery and at Morgan Estates)
+ Family and friends living in areas where COVID-19 is surging
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, beginning treatment for cancer)
+ Rev. Gene Fowler (in hospice care) and for his wife, Rev. Amy Fowler (Gene is now entering the final stages of
life)
+ Judy Claprood’s son (for his safety as he travels for work during this pandemic) and for others who must travel at
this time
+ Lisa Lindsay (the Rouleau’s niece) and all those who, because of underlying risk factors, must be especially careful during this time of coronavirus
+ Mary Thompson (Tom’s mother, now in hospice care)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s husband, son, and grandson all were seriously injured in a
boating accident)
+ Ward & Dorie (dear friends of the Rouleaus and for families everywhere whose lives are changed by Alzheimers
and other dementias)
Homebound
+ Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott, Phyllis Osborne
Other Joys and Concerns
+ For Jeremy and Nicole: both live in the south and are now experiencing their fourth hurricane of the season
+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, teachers, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those working in the mental
health field, police, firefighters, EMTs, and all other essential workers at this difficult, difficult time
+ For teachers, administrators, and staff who are energetically and creatively designing and delivering instruction
in our schools
+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor, the Very Rev. Ishmael
Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the
Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support
you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
4
12
17
20
21
26
29

Ray Maxwell, Alexander Whitmore
Cathryn Bracchi, Hannah Roth
Charlie Harvey
Liz Thompson
Stacy Bailor, John Havens, Rebecca Taylor
Phillip Bracchi
Patrick Robinson

IF WE HAVE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY and you would
like it to be included in the Church Mouse, please email, call, or
stop by the Church Office and let us know the date!
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CPC HAPPENINGS
Options for Worship at Central Church
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

(Psalm 95:6)

It is a joy once again to have the opportunity to gather in our sanctuary to worship our creating,
redeeming, and sustaining God.
As we gather in worship, we will be observing the following precautions:
1. If you have a fever or do not feel well, or if you have been in the company of someone
who has tested positive for COVID-19, please do not attend worship.
2. The bulletin will be emailed to you prior to worship. Please print out a copy of the bulletin and bring it with you to worship.
3. When you arrive, follow the signage concerning which doors to use. The lift, of course,
will still be available for your use.
4. Please wear your mask and clean your hands with hand sanitizer as soon as you enter
the building. Keep your mask on while in the church building.
5. The ushers will direct you so that you are seated a safe distance from others during
worship. Please do not use pews that have their pew cushions flipped on their sides.
6. For the safety of our staff, please do not enter the office hallway, the breezeway on the
pulpit side of the chancel, or the chancel area.
If you feel that it is unwise for you to attend worship at this time, you can still watch the live
worship service online at 10 AM Sunday morning via Zoom. Check the Mini Mouse for instructions on how to access Zoom using an internet connection or by telephone.
To listen to a recording of the worship service anytime (or to listen to a past service), browse on
your smart device to the church’s website: www.cpcgeneseo.org. Then click on “Listen to Past
Sermons”.

Thanksgiving Worship at Central – online or by phone
Take an hour out from the busy-ness of your day to praise God for God’s faithfulness and
love that surrounds us always. Gather with us for a service of thanks on Tuesday, November
24, at 7 pm via Zoom.
To join the service online, just copy and paste the following link into your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85264329844?pwd=Y0R6SDJzaU9HekM5U0p5MHkrnJDUT09

You can also phone in (no computer needed!) if you live in New York by calling:
1-929-205-6099
Meeting ID: 852 6432 9844, Passcode: 047546
Praise the LORD! O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever. (Psalm 106:1)

Worshiping with thanks + + + Serving with love
Join us online (or by telephone) for a time of fellowship & celebration!
Sunday, November 15 at 12:00 noon
Just cut and paste the following link into your browser:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09

or call 1 929 205 6099 (Meeting ID: 973 0592 1768, Passcode: 558424)

2020 has been a one-of-a-kind year; it indeed has been a challenging one for all of us. As a church we
have learned new ways to remain a strong community, supporting each other in our spiritual lives and
maintaining fellowship together. We learned to worship and hold meetings online. We studied together online. And as some of us returned to in-church worship in September, we learned to hum our anthems as we socially distanced and wore our masks. Our children learned new ways to stay active in
our church events. We found new ways to support our greater community as well, continuing to host
the food pantry when the need has never been greater, engaging with the college, and supporting local, national and international programs. During the past six months, we have grown stronger in our
faith as a church family and we have demonstrated our beliefs through our actions. We have lived out
our faith in spite of the challenges.

Celebrating our joys and giving thanks
We are planning an online, church-wide gathering to celebrate the many joys we have experienced and
to give thanks to God that we are sisters and brothers of Christ and members of Central’s church
family. We will be hosting a Zoom time of fellowship on Sunday, November 15 at 12:00 noon
(allowing those who attend church in person to return to their homes in time to join us). We will
share with each other our stories of life together at Central: moments that have brought abundant joy
into our lives and events that helped us remember the deep gratitude we have for our shared journey
of faith at Central.

RSVP is necessary
We hope you will join us! We will be sharing more details in upcoming Mini-Mouses. But in the
meantime, we do need to know whether you will be participating, because we plan to deliver in advance a small keepsake and a delicious treat to those who will be attending (even to those who live
out-of-town). Please RSVP right now (or by November 10 at the latest) to the church office at office@cpcgeneseo.org or 243-0669 (feel free to leave a message) Be sure to tell us how many people
are in your household and whether you are gluten-free.

Renewing our financial commitment to the work of
Jesus Christ through Central
Later in the month, we will be sending out our normal (some things do indeed stay the same!) pledge
cards so that you will be able to make your annual financial commitment. Your pledge will enable the
Session to plan for 2021 so that we can continue to serve God by serving one another and the wider
community. Help will be available if you would like to set up new or continuing online giving!
Stay tuned for more information about our celebration on November 15, but RSVP now!
Blessings, Stewardship and Finance Commission

Upcoming Important Dates to Mark on Your Calendar
November 1

Sunday

10:00 am

All Saints’ Sunday Worship

November 2

Monday

10:30 am

Bible Study

November 3

Tuesday

7:00 pm

Deacons’ meeting – Elder Tom Matthews

November 8

Sunday

10:00 am

Worship

November 9
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NO Bible Study

November 11

Wednesday

7:30 pm

Congregational Discussion of White
Awake led by Rev. Dr. John Welch

November 15

Sunday

10:00 am

Worship

November 16

Monday

10:30 am

Bible Study

November 18

Wednesday

7:30 pm

Congregational Discussion of White
Awake led by Rev. Dr. John Welch

November 19

Thursday

7:00 pm

Session meeting

November 22

Sunday

10:00 am

Christ the King Worship

November 23

Monday

10:30 am

Bible Study

November 24

Tuesday

7:00 pm

Thanksgiving Worship via Zoom

November 29

Sunday

10:00 am

First Sunday of Advent

November 30

Monday

10:30 am

Bible Study

Central Presbyterian Church

is set up as a charitable organization on Amazon
Smile. Through this program, Amazon will donate a percentage of the cost of your purchase to the not-for-profit of your choice. Just sign up on Amazon Smile and choose Central Presbyterian as your charitable organization (signing up for Amazon Smile does not
affect anything in your account on Amazon nor affect the price of your purchase).
Here’s how to do it:
1. Go to www.smile.amazon.com
2. You will be prompted to select an organization. Be sure to select Central Presbyterian Church GENESEO,
N.Y., as there will be other Central Presbyterian churches on the list.
3. All of your Amazon account information will be transferred to the Smile account, and each time you go to
Amazon you will be directed to that Smile account.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is offering a free
Advent Devotional again this year.


Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
Luke 2:10-11







Advent Devotional 2020

Devotionals can be accessed by:
Picking up a free copy at the church
Reading online at www.pts.edu/devotional or printing
and sharing
Receiving daily emails . Go to www.pts.edu/mail, click
“Sign up for Seminary News”, and then click on
“Devotionals”
Following along on Facebook, Twitter, and Google+
Downloading the free Android or Apple app. Visit the
store and search for “Devotions -Advent & Lent”
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Join us to discuss W hite Awake by Rev. Daniel Hill
November 11 and 18 at 7:30 pm
Zoom link (simply copy and paste the following link into your browser):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85699757465pwd=TS9XdjV4UVBNV2I4RzZxOWpHWEY4QT09
Daniel Hill will never forget the day he heard these words:
"Daniel, you may be white, but don't let that lull you into thinking you have no
culture. White culture is very real. In fact, when white culture comes in contact
with other cultures, it almost always wins. So it would be a really good idea for
you to learn about your culture."
Confused and unsettled by this encounter, Hill began a journey of understanding his
own white identity. Today he is an active participant in addressing and confronting racial and systemic injustices. And in this compelling and timely book, he shows you the
seven stages to expect on your own path to cultural awakening. It's crucial to understand both personal and social realities in the areas of race, culture, and identity. This
book will give you a new perspective on being white and also empower you to be an
agent of reconciliation in our increasingly diverse and divided world.
~ back cover of White Awake by Rev. Daniel Hill

Christ has called us to be peacemakers.
How can we become anti-racists in a deeply divided world?
Two opportunities for Central members and friends:

•

First, read W hite A wake. obtain your free copy by calling the church office (2430069).

•

Then, join us at 7:30 pm on November 11 and 18 to discuss the book under the
guidance of Rev. Dr. John Welch: a pastor and bioethicist who has preached at
Central in the past. In an engaging way, Dr. Welch will help us reflect on our experience of race and the challenges of reconciliation in our divided culture.

“In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith… There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
Galatians 3:26, 28

Rev. Dr. John Welch
Zoom Telephone-in and Login Instructions
Topic: Discussing "White Awake" by Rev. Daniel Hill
Time: Nov. 11, 2020 07:30 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Every week on Wed., until Nov. 18, 2020, 2 occurrence(s)
Nov. 11, 2020 07:30 pm
Nov. 18, 2020 07:30 pm
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
When asked, dial in: Meeting ID: 856 9975 7465
When asked, dial in: Passcode: 775610
Live somewhere else? Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbR4q4mHFQ
Join Zoom Meeting online by pasting the following link in your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85699757465?pwd=TS9XdjV4UVBNV2I4RzZxOWpHWEY4QT09
Meeting ID: 856 9975 7465
Passcode: 775610
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Your Mission Dollars at Work
The Advocacy & Action Commission (formerly known as the Mission Commission) carefully
considers local, regional, national, and international needs and prayerfully discerns wise
ways to use the resources of the congregation to meet these needs. Often this includes
providing financial resources to support and relief agency partners. Over the coming
months, the Advocacy & Action Commission will feature Central’s agency partners in issues of the Church Mouse.

Since 1995, Catholic Charities of Livingston County has served individuals and families residing in Livingston County, NY by providing direct assistance, advocacy,
and promoting self-sufficiency through education and support to build a just and
compassionate society rooted in the dignity of all people. Catholic Charities of Livingston County is committed to working with area organizations and the faith community to meet the needs of all people.
In its first year of operation, Catholic Charities of Livingston County served 55 people. Today, its programs collectively serve nearly 9,000 people living in poverty throughout Livingston County. All services are provided free of
charge on a non-discriminatory, non-sectarian basis. You do not have to be Catholic to receive CCLC services.

Rev. Lowmaster will be on vacation from November 2 –15. We will welcome as
guest preachers the Rev. Bruce Boak on November 8 and the Rev. Jeff Falter on
November 15. If you have pastoral care needs, please call the emergency pastoral
care number: 208-7606.

49 Hats in 48 days on our way
to a goal of 100 Hats in 100 Days!
We are well on our way to reaching our goal of collecting 100
new hats, gloves, mittens, or scarves by the first day of winter (December 21st) to be donated to the Veterans Outreach Center of Rochester and our local VFW for benefit of veterans and their families.
Knit, crochet, or purchase any of these items using washable yarn for your project (acrylic,
if possible). Adult and child sizes are both needed!
Need some easy, free patterns? See tincanknits.com or bhookedcrochet.com (also has super easy knitting patterns). If you have question, contact Mitzi Lynch (danch78@gmail.com) or Peggy Rouleau
(pegrouleau@gmail.com). Put your donations in the collection box located near the lift at the base of the parking lot steps.
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Christian Education at Central Presbyterian Church

Sunday School
All children ages Pre-K through Grade 5 are welcome to join us for
Sunday School in Fellowship hall. We will practice social distancing
and find creative ways to learn and grow together! Please wear a
mask and bring your Bible!

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Join us for Bible Study on Monday mornings in November ( except November 9) at
10:30 am, socially-distanced in Fellowship Hall. Each week we will examine the text
that Pastor Nancy will use as the basis for her next Sunday sermon. The discussion is
always lively! For a closer look at the Scriptures, join us in one of the following ways:
In person: Bring a mask, and enter Fellowship Hall through the Kitchen door or by using the lift.

On your computer or smart device: Join us virtually via Zoom! Simply copy and paste
the following link into your browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82394821627?pwd=cWR3OWl1NFlFQTU4a3MxdGJlRlUr
UT09
You can also dial in to the Bible Study on any telephone! Dial 1-929-205-6099.
When asked for the meeting ID, enter 823 9482 1627, and when asked for the
passcode, enter 655220.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets

Joan Reeves enjoys flowers from a recent worship service.

On Saturday, November 23, our youth will
be assisting the Food Pantry with preparing
Thanksgiving Food Baskets. We will meet in
Fellowship hall in the
morning
(specific
time
TBD).
Both
youth and adults are
encouraged to join us
as we support local
families.
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October 2020 Drive-thru Food Drive, Pantry Fundraiser,
and Veterans Presentation

On Sunday, October 18, our Youth Group and kids collected non-perishables and raised $130 dollars for the Geneseo-Groveland Emergency Food Pantry. Thank you to all of the families who donated (and we hope you enjoyed your cookies from Finger Lakes Cookie Company)!

During Sunday School, Ron Long, Dennis Staley, and Ryan Schuyler shared their experiences as
veterans with the children and youth at CPC. Thank you to Ron, Dennis, and Ryan, and to all veterans for your service!
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook
Check out the changes on our Facebook page!
Events, pictures, and sermon audio files updated regularly
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Thanksgiving Pantry Baskets for Those in Need
The Deacons are once again collecting pantry goods, as well as $25 Aldi
gift cards, to provide 5 families in our community the items needed to make
a Thanksgiving meal. For those attending in-person worship, tags for
needed items will be spread out on the bell table in the back of the sanctuary starting Sunday, November 1. The Deacons will call other members and friends of the
congregation for additional donations.
Donations will be collected at the church kitchen door (drive through) on Sunday, November 15, between 9:00 -10:00 am and 11:00 am -12:00 pm. A volunteer will collect your
donations there. Nonperishable items from tags picked up in worship (with their tags!) can
be brought to worship and placed in the boxes in the narthex by November 15.
Volunteers will collect perishables from 9:00-10:00am on Sunday, November 22, at the
kitchen door.
We are also looking for people to deliver the items on Sunday, November 22, after worship. If you have any questions, please contact Mitzi Lynch (585-243-5148). Thank you
for helping to make this Thanksgiving a blessed holiday for these families.

News from the
Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry
The coronavirus pandemic has placed an extraordinary economic burden on our neighbors, and many who were never in need before are
finding that they are now food-insecure. The needs of more and more
of the members of our community are being met through your generosity
at this difficult time. In October, about 130 families visited the Food Pantry. Please continue your support by doing the following:
1. Pray for the helpers at the food pantry and for the food pantry clients. Pray that all remain
healthy and well. Pray that God graciously eases and resolves the hardship being experienced
by each individual and family.
2. Spread the word that the food pantry is open! Not all pantries are able to remain open at this
time. The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry is welcoming all in particular need.
3. Donate food: the pantry is in particular need of cold cereal, tuna, and jelly.
To contact the Food Pantry directly, please call 585-991-8220. Thank you all!

E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone
You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR
code (shown at right). Other e-giving options are also available that don't require use
of a smart phone − it’s as easy as making an online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org
for more information.
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One in Christ
Every year, CPC provides scholarship assistance to an international Doctor of Ministry student attending Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. For a second year, we are supporting Father
Maximos Nnachette from Nigeria. We recently received this
note from Father Maximos.
Hello Pastor Nancy!
I have to apologize for my incommunicado since my
arrival in [back in the U.S.] in January 2020, no thanks
Father Maximos Nnachette
to COVID-19. I aske for your indulgence and all the esteemed members of the Central Presbyterian Church of Geneseo, N.Y. I will always cherish the memory of my visit last year.
Reverend Denise [Director of the Doctor od Ministry Program,] told me about your
generous gesture from your Church to award me another scholarship. I am short of
words to express my humble gratitude for this noble act. Please extend my warmest
greetings and appreciation to each and every one of your lovely congregation.
I hope and pray that this pandemic will finally slow down as I look forward to another wonderful visit.
God bless you for all you!
Father Maximos

From the Deacons
Because of remote learning and the changes in college schedules, we will be unable to
provide Care Packages for our college students this semester. So please pray for all
post-secondary students, instructors, staff, and administration as they seek to facilitate learning while staying safe and well.

Leaf Raking/Clean Up Services
Volunteers from The Center for Community
at SUNY Geneseo will be offering leaf raking/
clean up services this fall for those in the
community that may not be able to complete
these tasks on their own. If you or someone
you know are interested in these services,
contact the church office (243-0669).
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the next Church Mouse
to the office no later than November 21, 2020.
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING

Turn your clocks back one hour
on November 1

We are happy to provide those who
do not have an email address with a
hard copy of the Church Mouse. If
you attend Sunday worship, please
pick up your copy in the narthex; this
will help to alleviate the high cost of
postage. We will continue to mail
copies of the Mouse to those not able
to join us for our worship services.

November 26

Daily Bread Devotional Guides
The Daily Bread Devotional Guides for September/October/November are available in the Jane Ward Room, in the
church library, and the narthex. Please help yourself to a free copy.

Central Presbyterian Church

31 Center Street

Geneseo, NY 14454

Church Office: Tues., Thurs. 9:00 am to noon
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

