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It seems like a lot is happening in March. But as we begin the month, still deep in winter, my
thoughts at the moment are on Tootsie Rolls. What a strange thought is that! And no, it is not
because the chocolate-like treats that stick to your teeth like glue make me think that we’ve just
passed Valentines’ Day last month. Although it is perhaps because, during Lent, I am gently trying to steer clear of the sweet stuff.
To a few of us who knew him, Dr. Paul R. Coleman was known as the Tootsie Roll Minister. Paul was the founding pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church in Youngstown, Ohio. Except
for one early appointment as an associate pastor in Mt. Lebanon, PA, he spent his entire career guiding the Youngstown
congregation, and when he retired in 1986, he was named “Pastor Emeritus.” However, he preferred to be known as the
“Tootsie Roll Minister.” In fact, when he died at age 92 in 2014, his obituary included this title.
Paul seemingly had a never-ending supply of Tootsie Rolls that he handed out to everyone he met. I even got some one
time. They sort of became his calling card. When visiting in the hospital, if someone was asleep, Dr. Coleman left a pair of
Tootsie Rolls.
Why did Paul Coleman choose Tootsie Rolls instead of some generic wrapped candy? I don’t know and the reason
probably died with him. But, an NPR article on design and pop culture pointed out how packaging can be so distinctive that
it transforms what it covers from a mere consumer product to a cultural icon. The article pointed to Tootsie Roll packaging
as a prime example. Ellen Lupton, senior curator at the Smithsonian's Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum, agrees,
saying "It's a chewy, dark font that perfectly reflects the Tootsie Roll candy."
Besides Tootsie Rolls, the article mentioned the Coca-Cola glass bottle with its distinctive contoured shape, the Pringles can that keeps potato chips from breaking, the Jiffy Pop container that doubles as a tool for cooking the popcorn, the
Jif Lemon Juice plastic squeeze bottle that's shaped like a lemon, the Kikkoman Soy Sauce bottle with the dripless spout
and the Morton Salt box with the girl under the umbrella. Each has a distinctive look that helps consumers recognize what's
inside and also makes them memorable.
With this in mind, I have thought about the Apostle Paul’s words: "Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us." Without reading the context, Paul's "join in imitating me"
sounds conceited. But if you read the earlier verses it becomes clear that the imitation he seeks is for his readers to commit
themselves to "press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus." As one commentator puts
it, "Paul seems to be saying, 'Be imitators with me,' rather than 'Be imitators of me.'"
On the Web page containing Dr. Coleman's obituary, there's a guestbook entry from Kim Husk: "What a wonderful and
generous man Rev. Coleman was! I will never forget the kindness he showed me as a child in the neighborhood of Christ
Church. He was always there with a friendly smile and a Tootsie Roll in his hand when he greeted me. I am blessed to have
known him, and I know he is in God's loving arms." Kindness, of course, is not a Christians-only quality, but Ms. Husk
recognized the godliness of it as it was demonstrated by Coleman in some ordinary moments of life and cemented with
Tootsie Rolls.
British theologian Morna Hooker, writing in The New Interpreter's Bible, looks at Paul's "join in imitating me" phrase
and notes that Paul said something in 1 Corinthians 11:1 that is similar to Philippians where he wrote "Be imitators of me,
as I am of Christ." I thought, “So, if we are followers of Jesus, our behavior and actions and words
should more closely resemble his.” If a Tootsie Roll can aid us in doing so, we should have no problem
with that.
I’ve been thinking what I might begin to pass out in 2021, especially as a
reminder to imitate Christ. Candy kisses? Hershey kisses? (Now they are distinctive . . . but can melt.) Butterscotchies? I’m open to ideas. No, Fauci donuts just won’t make it in a pants pocket. If imitating Paul Coleman means that I
have a way to imitate Christ, I’m all for that. If imitating Paul means that I draw closer to Jesus, I’m
all for that, too.
ADDENDUM
Rev. Dr. Paul Coleman once said that he was once audited by the IRS, and the auditor wanted to disallow the cost of several cases of Tootsie Rolls that Coleman had listed as a business expense. When his explanation did not sway the auditor,
Coleman handed him two Tootsie Rolls and asked him to take them in to his boss, without identifying Coleman as the giver. The auditor did as asked. A moment later, the boss came out and greeted Coleman by name. "As soon as my man handed me the Tootsie Rolls," he said to Coleman, "I knew it was you." The auditor allowed the business deduction.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Healing and Health
+ Prayers for those suffering at this time: from addiction, depression, financial and employment worry, health concerns for themselves and for their families
+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, physically, or
spiritually
+ Bill and Georgia Csont, and Bill’s aunt, Elaine Csont, on the death of Bill’s Uncle Fred (Elaine also suffers with
Parkinson’s Disease)
+ Brandon Peterson (Ron and Joyce Peterson’s grandson, recovering from hip surgery )
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and is receiving oral chemotherapy)
+ Chelsea Ellis (now home in Buffalo, continuing her rehab journey)
+ Cindy (friend of Judy Claprood for more than 65 years, being treated for pancreatic cancer)
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving treatment for cancer)
+ Gordon Webster (honorably retired pastor in our presbytery, hospitalized and in serious condition with COVID)
+ Harry Hellwig (recovering from 4 broken ribs as a result of slipping and falling on ice)
+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is still facing significant challenges following a
boating accident)
+ Ward & Dorie (dear friends of the Rouleaus) and for families everywhere whose lives are changed by Alzheimer’s and other dementias
Homebound
+ Beth and Robin Wallace, Barbara Leighton, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott

Other Joys and Concerns
+ Congratulations to Fred MacIntyre who celebrated his 100th birthday on February 24. He has been a member of
CPC since September of 1944
+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, teachers, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those working in the mental
health field, police, firefighters, EMTs, and all other essential workers at this difficult, difficult time
+ For teachers, administrators, and staff who are energetically and creatively designing and delivering instruction
in our schools
+ For students, parents, and caregivers juggling all the responsibilities that have come with an ever-changing
school year
+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country
+ Rev. Redda Ibrahim and Second Evangelical Church of Assiut, Egypt
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael
Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria
The sympathy of the congregation is extended to the family and fr iends of Phyllis Osborne who died on Febr uary 22. Calling hours will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2021 from 10:00 am-11:00 am at the United Methodist
Church, 4520 Genesee St. (Route 63) in Geneseo where Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 am.
We believe that Jesus died and rose again; and so it will be for those who have died in Christ. God will raise
them to be with the Lord forever. Comfort one another with these words. (1 Thess. 4:14, 17-18)

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Laurel Nelson, the
Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support you.
Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
8

Dorothy Topping
John Bennett
13 Diane Hoener

25
26
27

Betsy Matthews
Craig Bolesky
Joseph Sheflin

If we have missed your birthday and you
would like it to be included in the Church
Mouse, please email, call, or stop by the
Church Office and let us know the date!
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Central’s COVID Response
The current severity of the pandemic in our area places all of us at risk. Therefore, the Session has taken
the following actions:


In-person worship at Central Presbyterian Church has been suspended.
Worship services may be viewed live via Zoom. Just click on the link below or paste it into your
computer web browser.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97305921768?pwd=bjg4SVcvN3VtcmZBeHBnK1VKNzRnZz09

 Access to the church building is being limited. If you need access to the church building, please
email Marion (office@cpcgeneseo.org) or Pastor Bruce (bgboak@gmail.com) or call us at 585243-0669. Even if you have a church key, please refrain from being in the building. When you are
in the building, please wear a mask at all times.
 Pastoral care and other support will continue. We want to journey with you during this difficult
time. Please contact your group shepherd or Pastor Laurel Nelson (lnelson18@stny.rr.com) or (585)
727-1687 with your prayer concerns or pastoral needs. We can decide together the best way to offer
support.

2021 Lenten Devotional
Each Lenten season, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary offers a daily
devotional guide to the faith community. Quiet yourself during Lent by
reflecting on God’s word and prepare your heart to celebrate at Easter
the new life he made possible for all. If you would like a printed copy of
the devotional guide please contact the church office.
In addition to this printed copy, you can also experience the devotionals in the following ways:
 Read and listen online. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional.

 Receive daily e-mails. Go to www.pts.edu/e-mail, click

“Devotionals.”
 Download our free Android or Apple app. Visit the app store and search for “Devotions - Advent & Lent.”
 Pick one up at church (in bin at top of parking lot stairs)

Presbyterians Today 2021
Lenten Devotional
A digital copy is available this
year for free—double click on
the link below (or copy and
paste it into your device’s
browser) and it should come
up as a PDF for you to print or
follow on your digital device.
Lenten Devotional PCUSA.pdf
If you would like a printed copy of this devotional, please let Pastor Laurel know by calling 585727-1687 or emailing lnelson18@stny.rr.com.

Praying for One Another During Lent
With the hope that Central Presbyterian can continue to
strengthen our relationships during this time of pandemic
social distancing, the Membership Commission is organizing Secret Lenten Prayer Buddies for this year’s Lenten season. The plan is to assign participants a fellow worshipper to
pray for them during Lent. The individual you are praying
for will not be the person praying for you. During Holy
week, you can reveal yourself to your “buddy”. Membership
Commission will provide some suggested prayer prompts
each week in the Mini-Mouse.
If you would like to be a Prayer Buddy, please
email Cathy Gardner at cthgardner@gmail.com.
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Our 2021 Lenten Journey with Christ
The season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 17, this past month. Lent is the 40 days of preparation (not counting Sundays) of preparation for the celebration of The Resurrection at Easter on April 4. Throughout Lent many people engage in intentional self-evaluation.
In Sacred Scripture, the number “40” signifies new life, new growth, transformation, a change from one great task to another great task, etc. For example:










The rain of the Great Flood – the Great Deluge – lasted 40 days and nights.
Moses fasted for 40 days and nights to prepare himself to receive the Law.
Moses was atop Mount Sinai for 40 days and nights receiving the Law.
The Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years after fleeing the Egyptians.
The Manna rained down on the Israelites for 40 years.
The Prophet Elijah walked 40 days and nights to reach the Mountain of God, Horeb.
Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights to prepare for His public ministry.
Jesus Ascended into Heaven 40 days after His glorious Resurrection from the dead.

During the Season of Lent a number of people at Central Presbyterian Church are utilizing one of the devotional studies
available to us:
 The Lenten Devotional prepared by Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
 The Presbyterian Outlook Lenten devotions by Rev. Dr. Roger Gench
 The reading of the book Lent of Liberation by Cheri L. Mills
 The Presbyterians Today Lenten Devotional
Last year people followed the texts and music of Handel’s Messiah to deepen their insights into the Lenten gospel texts and
there was contemplative prayer in the Jane Ward Room. During our imposed restrictions during COVID this is more difficult this year, but we hope that you will find a way to devote some special time to Bible study. You may want to choose
one of the gospels in the New Testament and read through it. The Canonical gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) contain a total of 89 chapters. You could make it through most by choosing two chapters per day. They break down this way
in the Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke): Matthew 28 chapters, Mark 16 chapters, and Luke 24 chapters. If you
want to choose the shortest gospel, go for Mark. It is also the only one that tells about the streaker in the Garden of Gethsemane. (I think that because the streaker may have been Mark himself, the author. It is perhaps why he knew about it.)
Here is a look at our Sunday services and Holy Week. At this time our current plan is to have in-person worship outdoors
for the Sunrise Service on Easter. We ask that people wear masks. All of our other services will be streamed via Zoom
(look for links in the Mini-Mouse).
Lent 1
Lent 2
Lent 3
Lent 4
Lent 5

February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21

10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am

Worship
Worship – Scout Sunday
Worship and Communion
Worship
Worship

Holy Week
Saturday

March 27

9:00 am

Palm/Passion Sunday

March 28

10:00 am

Maundy Thursday

April 1

7:00 pm

Worship and Communion

Good Friday

April 2

7:00 pm

Worship and Tenebrae

Easter

April 4

7:00 am

Sunrise Service (Memorial Garden)
with Communion
Worship with Communion

10:00 am

Drive-through pick-up Palms &
Communion for Maundy Thursday
Worship

If there are other changes, we will let you know in the Mini-Mouse
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EASTER REMEMBRANCES
If you would like a plant in the sanctuary during the Easter season, please complete the form below and return it to the church office with $7.50 cash or a
check payable to Central Presbyterian Church. If you prefer to call or email
Pam Maxson with your order please contact Pam at 585-764-3365 or pjmax60@ gmail.com (payments will still need to be sent to the church office).
Make sure to include the name(s) and spellings of the person (s) being memorialized and whether you will be picking up the flowers the day after Easter or if the deacons should deliver to a homebound person. Completed forms
are due by Friday, March 19.

PLEASE PRINT!
To the glory of God and…
In memory of:

__________________________________________________________________

In celebration of:

__________________________________________________________________

In appreciation of:

__________________________________________________________________

Given by (Please print your name as you would like it to appear in list of remembrances)

____________________________________________________________________________________
Total amount $_______________

Check one: Cash _____

Check _____

Check one:
____Pick up at the church on April 5
____Please have the Deacons deliver to a sick or shut-in person.
The Deacons will be purchasing 50 plants. If there are more than 50 remembrances, the remaining funds
will be used for Deacon community work. If you have any questions, call Pam Maxson (764- 3365).

LENTEN DEVOTIONS
Rev. Dr. Roger Gench is the current interim editor of Presbyterian Outlook
Magazine. In June of 2019 he retired from 17 years of service as pastor of The
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. Prior to that he
served for 12 years as the pastor of Brown Memorial Park Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Baltimore. The Cross Examen: A Spirituality for A ctivists is his new
book. In the book he pursues a theology of the cross with his conviction that the
cross of Jesus Christ reveals both the brokenness of our lives and the brokenness
of the world around us. It also discloses the God who is always bringing resurrection, hope and new life out of the bleakness around us.
Roger has put together Lenten devotional thoughts for this year. His Lenten reflections have been purchased as a gift
and will be available to you as an attachment to our weekly Mini-Mouse as a resource for your Lenten journey
of reflection. We see the bleakness ar ound us – people enduring the cold here in Geneseo, cold and freezing in Texas, political blaming, and of course the struggles of our current pandemic. If you don’t have a “prayer guide” for this
Lent, perhaps this will be helpful to you.
Roger and his wife Frances reside in Richmond, Virginia, where she serves on the faculty at Union Presbyterian Seminary, and where Roger teaches as adjunct faculty. In their spare time, the Gench family loves to hike.
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YOUTH AND FAMILY EVENTS
Thank you!
On February 14, we collected $305 at our Share the Love Drive to support Livingston CARES in their project to recognize local health care workers during March. Thank you for your generous contributions! If you were
unable to attend this drive-thru fundraiser and would like to contribute to
this project, feel free to send a check payable to Livingston CARES to CPC
(c/o Aimee Rose).

One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks
Thank you in advance for supporting our neighbors in need through One
Great Hour of Sharing! This program enables our church to share God’s
love with our neighbors in need around the world, which includes providing relief to those
affected by natural disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping empower the poor
and oppressed.
If you would like a fish bank, please contact Aimee Rose
(aimeejrose@gmail.com or 585-245-4575).Fish banks will be collected in early April.

News from the
Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry
The coronavirus pandemic has placed an extraordinary economic burden on
our neighbors, and many who were never in need before are finding that they
are now food-insecure. The needs of more and more of the members of our
community are being met through your generosity at this difficult time. Please
continue your support by doing the following:
1. Pray for the helpers at the Food Pantry and for the Food Pantry clients. Pray that all remain
healthy and well. Pray that God graciously eases and resolves the hardship being experienced
by each individual and family.
2. Spread the word that the Food Pantry is open! Not all pantries are able to remain open at this
time. The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry is welcoming all in particular need.
3. Donate food: the pantry always welcomes your donations of food as well as monetary donations. This week the pantry is in particular need of: rice, dried legumes, and mac &
cheese bowls and Ramen Cup of Noodles for the kid bags.
To contact the Food Pantry directly, please call 585-991-8220. Thank you all!
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook.
Check out the changes on our Facebook page!
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Presbyterians, Pollock,
and the Penny
David W. Parish, Historian for the Village of
Geneseo, has sent us information that may be
of interest to you. He labeled it: Presbyterians,
Pollock, and the Penny.
The Director of the U.S. mint in 1864 was
James Pollock. He occupied his Presbyterian
pew each Sunday in Washington, DC. When
Secretary of the Treasury Salmon Chase
asked Pollock to pursue the matter of placing
a Christian slogan on American coins during
the Civil War, Pollock suggested, “No nation could be strong except with God.” Pollock was not only Presbyterian, but a strong moralist and extremely Puritanical with
firmly conservative convictions. To him, playing cards and the human consumption of
alcohol were evil.

Pollock offered two additional suggestions:
In God Our Trust
and
Our Country . . . Our God
A compromise became In God We Trust.
This phrase first appeared in 1864, helping in the Union war effort and in April of that year
the phrase was approved by Congress.

Daylight Saving Time begins
on Sunday, March 14, 2021,
at 2 a.m. Be sure to set
your clocks ahead one hour
before bed on Saturday night!

E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone or Online
You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart
phone; use the QR code (shown at right). Other e-giving options are
also available that don't require use of a smart phone − it’s as easy as
making an online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org for more information.

CPC
Shopping
Bags
Reusable shopping
bags with the CPC
name and logo are
available in royal
blue, lime green, red,
and orange for only
$2.00.

Get yours today!
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the April Church Mouse to
the office no later than March 19, 2021.
Easter Sunday April 4

Palm Sunday March 28

Daily Bread
Devotional Guides
For March/
April/May
are available upon
request by contacting
the church office
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING
We are happy to provide those who
do not have an email address with a
hard copy of the Church Mouse

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021
We have openings for flower donations for April and May 2021 Sunday services. If
you would like to donate flowers in memory of loved ones or in honor of someone,
please contact our flower Deacon, Leslie McCurdy, at 346-2630 or
pestylesty11@yahoo.com. Thank you.

Contacting the Church and the Pastor
Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, NY 14454
Church telephone: 585-243-0669
Emergency pastoral care: 585-383-8928
Mobile: 585-330-5378
Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Pastor’s email:
bgboak@gmail.com
Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org
Worshiping with thanks + + + Serving with love

