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2021

Church Mouse
Pastor’s Message

“When are we going to get back to normal?”
Many of you have asked that question lately, as you put on your mask one more time to go into a busy grocery store or
as you look around at the bottles of hand sanitizer still placed around our sanctuary.
“When are we going to get back to normal?”
On the surface, someone asking this question might simply want to know when this pandemic will be behind us and we
can freely enjoy our favorite activities – and enjoy one another – with the untroubled and cheerful freedom we knew
before COVID became an acronym familiar to everyone. Spontaneous hugs and the hands of friends clasped in prayer,
unrestricted travel, face-to-face gatherings that allow us to catch nuances in meaning and emotion – we all long for
those good old days.
“When,” we ask, “Can we get back to our old routine, back to our old habits?”
Well, maybe we shouldn’t. Maybe we shouldn’t just fall mindlessly and unreflectively back
into the patterns of thought and action that we followed before coronavirus swept the globe.
The brightening colors of the arriving fall season and the crispness that is creeping into the
evening air awakens us once again to the many ways God calls us to new life – and new liveliness – in our thanks to the
Lord and in our love for one another.
Developing a new, enlivening practice of faith can turn you from wishing for a blessing of the past (as wonderful as that
blessing may have been) to recognizing the blessing God has awaiting you now. Here are some suggestions:



Make talking to God as real during your day as texting your best friend.
Try talking to God in short, sentence-long prayers many times throughout the day. Do you hear news about an
individual in trouble or suffering? In that moment, whisper to yourself, “God, have mercy on her,” or Lord,
please help!” Have you just had an unexpected moment of delight? Offer a silent, “God, thanks for that!”



Read or listen to one psalm – or just one verse of the Bible – every morning or lunch or evening.
Make this fun…and a time you really listen for the Spirit! If you start now and read a psalm a day (all 150 of
them), when will you finish? Have a celebration on that day! Or subscribe to a Verse-a-Day app on your phone
(both the Google Play Store and the Apple Store have such apps available).



Each day, think of one person who makes (or has made) your life easier, safer, or more pleasant.
Make a point to say “thank you” to that person. Or – following their example – make someone else’s day a little
easier.

Read through this Church Mouse; you will find plenty more ideas for living your faith in the weeks and months ahead.
“When are we going to get back to normal?”
Let’s not! As individuals, as a church, as a community, let’s instead craft a new normal in which we are more compassionate, more patient, and more grateful than we
ever have been before.
This one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize
of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 3:13-14)

In Christ,

Pastor Nancy
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Healing and Health
+ Betsy Matthews (recovering from knee replacement surgery)
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, receiving oral chemotherapy for cancer)
+ Chelsea Ellis (now home in Buffalo, experiencing considerable pain)
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving long-term treatment for cancer)
+ Ken Elkin (Jill Matzek’s father, recently diagnosed with stomach cancer)
+ Laurie Tollefsen (sister of Deb McLean diagnosed with ovarian cancer)
+ Lisa (Gary and Marion Andolina’s niece, receiving chemotherapy for breast cancer)
+ Rev. Roula Alkhouri (pastor at Batavia First Presbyterian Church), whose mother, brother, and sister are all
facing serious health challenges
+ Ryan Schuyler (home recovering from COVID)
+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is still facing significant challenges following
a boating accident, but is making small gains)
+ Tom Wilson (now working with Hope Force International teams in Louisiana doing hurricane repairs)
+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, physically, or spiritually
Homebound
+ Beth and Robin Wallace, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott
Other Joys and Concerns
+ Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim has moved to the Pittsburgh area and has started a church intended to reach Arabs,
especially Muslims.
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor, the Very Rev. Ishmael
Ghansah
+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, medical technicians, EMTs, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those
working in the mental health field during this time of the coronavirus resurgence
+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country
+ We pray for peace and reconciliation in communities and police and firefighters who protect us.

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the
Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support
you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
2
4
5
10

Marion Andolina
Aysia Bolesky
Tom Whitmore, Eleanor Schuyler
Thomas Benedict

11
14
19
22

Dan Carman, James McLean
Jack Benedict, Bruce Rawleigh
Linda Hatheway, Howard Viele
Leslie McCurdy, Jeff Crane

23 Amanda Hellwig, Laura Hellwig
24 Stephanie Crissman, Lyle Lehman
Dick Hatheway
28 Judy Claprood

IF WE HAVE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY
and you would like it to be included in the Church Mouse, please email, call, or stop by the Church Office and let us know the date!

COVID-19 UPDATE
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Sunday Worship at Central
Dear Friends in Christ,
According to the Livingston County Department of Health, the county has now reached a high level of risk of transmission of coronavirus. In light of that, your Session has put into place the following policy for Central:
 Worship will continue to take place in person; all are welcome, regardless of vaccination status.
 Everyone, regardless of vaccination status, is recommended to wear a mask at all
times when inside the church building, including when you are seated in the sanctuary
and when you are singing. Masks will be provided for those who do not bring their own.
 Online worship via Zoom will continue. If you feel that it is unwise for you to attend worship at
this time, you will still be able to watch the live worship service online at 10 AM Sunday morning or listen to the recording after worship has been concluded by going to the church’s website: www.cpcgeneseo.org.
As we gather in worship, we will be observing the following precautions:
1. If you have a fever or do not feel well, or if you have been in the company of someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19, please do not attend worship.
2. When you arrive, enter either through the Center Street double doors or through the Second
Street (“Food Pantry”) door . The lift, of course, will still be available for your use.
3. Clean your hands with hand sanitizer as soon as you enter the building. Keep your mask on while
in the church building.
4. The ushers will direct you so that you are seated a safe distance from others during worship.
5. Please avoid using the office hallway on Sunday or anytime during the week.
Access to the church building is being limited. If you need access to the church office during normal office hours (Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 am to noon)., please call the office when you arrive at
the church (243-0669) and Marion will admit you to the building.
Pastoral care and other support will continue. We want to journey with you during this difficult
time. Please contact your group shepherd or Pastor Nancy (pastor@cpcgeneseo.org or 585-2087606) with your prayer concerns or pastoral needs..
We will continue to monitor the situation to pay attention to how God will use us to be the
healing and caring hands and feet of Christ during this crisis.

October Holy Communion Schedule
World Communion Sunday, October 3 (in person and via Zoom)
Reformation Sunday, October 31 (in person and via Zoom)
For those attending worship via Zoom, you will pr ovide your own br ead and cup: the physical elements used in the Eucharist. Simply have at hand during worship any bread that you commonly enjoy and
wine or grape juice.

Christian Education at Central Presbyterian Church
Fall 2021
Sunday School
Our Fall Sunday School has started, and we look forward to seeing
children ages Pre-K through
Grade 5 for Sunday School after
the Children’s Sermon! .

2021 Knights First Day of Service
Thank you to the college students who on September 11 volunteered with church gardener
Catherine Otis and the members
of the Facilities Commission to
spread mulch around CPC’s
beautiful gardens.

Congratulations to the 2021
Central Presbyterian Church Scholarship Recipients
Jamie Carman

Emma Janson

Alfred State
(Surveying and Engineering Geomatics)

University of Massachusetts - Boston
(Psychology)

Noah Crane

Sarah Janson

SUNY Albany
(Graduate program, Social Work)

University of Maine, School of Marine Sciences
(Marine Biology)

Ethan Matzek
Clarkson University
(Computer Science)

Men’s Group – October 7

From the Organ Bench

All men of the church are invited
to a monthly coffee and conversation get-together. We meet at
Tim Hortons at 9:00 am on the
first Thursday of each month,
strictly informal, no agenda, no dues, no rules
of order. Our next get-together will be on
October 7.

Singers and ringers! Another year
of praising God with our voices and
bells has begun! On Wednesday evenings ringers meet at 5:45 pm (in
the sanctuary) and singers at 7:00
pm (in the choir room). Each rehearsal will last
about one hour. New singers and ringers are
welcome!

Sanctuary Flower Donations

Reusable shopping bags
with the CPC name and
logo are available in royal
blue, lime green, red,
and orange for only $2.00. Contact the
church office to get yours today!

We have openings for flower donations for November and
December Sunday services. If you would like to donate
sanctuary flowers in memory of loved ones or in honor of
someone, please contact our flower Deacon, Leslie McCurdy
at 346-2630 or pestylesty11@yahoo.com. Thank you.
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Scripture calls followers of Jesus disciples. Disciples are learners who seek to learn and grow in their understanding of Christ Jesus and his teachings. WE are disciples!
This Fall, we will have the opportunity to learn together as we consider the letters – the epistles – that the apostle
Paul wrote to the early churches. These churches, and the faithful Christians in them, faced some of the same
challenges we still do today:
 What will the future look like?
 How do we handle conflicts and controversies – some small and some so large that they shake the very
heart of our faith?
 What does our Christian faith have to say about the issues that face us personally and the ones that
confront us as a culture and as a world?
 How are we to live and find purpose?
Each class will be a discussion-based overview of one epistle. Join us to learn more about the history of the individual church to which Paul was writing and the particular reason for each letter. Each letter will be paired with
the Gospel text that will serve as the preaching text for the upcoming Sunday.
Below is the schedule for these studies, which will be held from 8:15-9:30 pm on Wednesday evenings on Zoom.
You are encouraged to read through the entire epistle (perhaps more than once!) before we meet. The link to each
Zoom meeting is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86967257980?pwd=eERTTm03eXNsZHJsNkw5L2hZa3BoZz09
Date
(Wednesday, 8:15-9:30 pm)

Letter of Paul

Sunday’s Gospel Text

9/29

No class

10/3

Guest Preacher

10/6

Romans

10/10

Mark 10:17-31

10/13

Corinthians

10/17

Mark 10:35-45

10/20

Galatians

10/24

Mark 10:46-52

10/27

No class

10/31

Guest Preacher

11/3

Philippians

11/7

Mark 12:38-44

11/10

Thessalonians

11/14

Mark 13:1-8

11/17

Ephesians

11/21

John 18:33-37

May God go with us on our visits to these churches!

Celebrate the Reformation with us on
October 31
In our worship on October 25 we will celebrate
our commitment to being “Reformed and always being reformed by the Holy Spirit”.

Salvation
in Christ alone
according to Scripture alone
by faith alone
through grace alone
for the glory of God alone
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The John Vonglis CPC Dreams (26th Annual) Golf Tournament
After a year off due to COVID-19, the John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf
Tournament returned (yay!) for the 26th time. Thanks to all who participated in the tournament held Sunday, September 12th at Old Hickory Country Club in Livonia. This was the fourteenth year that the tournament has been named in John’s honor, and its proceeds –$3060 – will be
used to support two purposes important to him noted below as well as
for other mission purposes:
 $500 will be used for the upkeep of our “Field of Dreams,” our outdoor pavilion area that John was instrumental in helping to build. (Our
golf tournament has supported the FOD since its inception and the fund
remains the sole source of funding for the Field of Dreams.)
 The balance of $2560 will be used for furtherance of the endowment in
John’s name to support a scholarship for a CPC student in the agriculture
area or to support a CPC mission trip, reflecting two other areas that
were important to John.
Fifty-four (54) golfers and additional diners joined in the
was very successful in bringing us together to remember
monies in his honor. Pastor Nancy was present to welcome everyone on
share all the good uses supported by the monies raised, and pray for
you!). Team, individual, and many raffle prizes were awarded.

fun! The event
John and raise
behalf of CPC,
no rain (thank

Thanks to Bill, Andrew, James, Tom, and all the Vonglis family members and friends for
their help in making our tournament in John’s honor the most successful ever! Thanks to
all of our hole sponsors and raffle prize donors: Andrew & Tammy Vonglis, Anne & Michael
Bishop, Avon Pumper Company, Bill & Loraine Vonglis, Chris & Mitzi Lynch, Jo Ann Morreale, Mike Guenther Performance, NAPA, Old Hickory Country Club, Roy White Enterprises, Smith Lumber & Hardware Center, Power & Construction Group, Inc., and Tom
Vonglis.
Thanks to Craig and Sharon for preparing a hot dog lunch before teeing off and a delicious
chicken barbecue following golf!! Thanks to Cathy Janson and Tommy Thompson for their
help in pulling the dinners together in to-go containers! Special thanks to James at Old
Hickory for his flexibility on the golf course and providing clubhouse privileges.

Again...thanks to everyone for a great day of fellowship and giving!
Anne Bishop

E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone

You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR code (shown
at right). Other e-giving options are also available that don't require use of a smart phone − it’s
as easy as making an online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org for more information .
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100 Hats in 100 Days
We are on our way to reaching our goal of collecting 100 new
hats, gloves, mittens, or scarves by the first day of winter
(December 21st) to be donated to needy school children in the
Geneseo area. In 11 days, we have received 14 Hats!
Join our Deacons in knitting, crocheting, or purchasing any of these items! We suggest you use
washable yarn for your project (acrylic, if possible). Adult and children sizes are both needed!

What a great time to dust off your knitting needles or learn a new skill!
Need some easy, free patterns? See tincanknits.com or bhookedcrochet.com. If you have questions, contact Cathy Gardner at cthgardner@gmail.com.
A collection box will be placed near the lift at the base of the parking
lot steps.

News from the Geneseo/
Groveland Emergency Food
Pantry
The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry has
been particularly busy because of their reGroveland
cent switch back from drive-thru to inEmergency
person service. The pantry is in particular
Food Pantry
need of chunky soups with 7+ grams of protein, cake mixes (yellow or chocolate), and
cereal. If you are able to stop by the Food Pantry when it
is open, you are invited to bring in fresh fruits and vegetables. Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Since God has so blessed you, be a blessing to others.

The Geneseo/

To reach the Food Pantry directly call 585-991-8220

Food Pantry in Need of Volunteers
The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry is looking for
volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays (10 am -12 pm
and 12 pm -2 pm). Volunteers are also needed to help
with occasional Foodlink deliveries. If you are interested or would like more information, please contact
the Food Pantry directly at 585-991-8220. Thank you!

LECTORS NEEDED!
As we welcome
the fall season, it
is time to revisit
our needs for
Sunday morning
worship.
The
Worship
Commission is looking for church
members and friends to serve as
Sunday morning lectors. Experienced and new readers are welcome - this is a wonderful way to
participate in our church service.
When you volunteer, the texts
and bulletin will be provided to
you with plenty of time to prepare for worship.
Please contact Catherine Evershed (glendevon@msn.com) or
Amy
Geiser-Getz
(amyglenn4@msn.com) if you
are interested or would like
more information.
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Wunderbar! It’s Oktoberfest!
Sehr gut! It’s October already, meaning it’s time for our Annual Oktoberfest!
Wann: 5 pm Saturday, October 23
Wo:
62 Second Street, Geneseo
Warum: Because this traditional German festival is about coming together
for conversation, fun, and fellowship
Dishes to be shared: Bring an appetizer or dessert (if you are able)
Make reservations by October 18 with Jeff & Gretchen Crane (243-2124 or cranefamily94@gmail.com)
Let us know what you will be bringing (an appetizer or dessert) when you RSVP. Would you like
to attend but need a ride to this celebration? Please contact the church office.

2022 Service Trips with Livingston CARES
Do you wonder how you can serve those most affected by recent
storms and flooding? Be part of a Livingston CARES service trip!
Over the years, a number of members of CPC have been a part
of this important work. For more information, contact Tom
Matthews (matthews@geneseo.edu) or go to the Livingston
CARES website (geneseo.edu/livingston-cares).
2022 trips include:
Puerto Rico: January 15-22
Trip Leader: Holly Harvey
May 2021 service trip to Louisiana
with team members Bill Csont (far L),
Tom Wilson &Tim Lowmaster (far R).

Louisiana: January 16-22
Trip Leader: Tim Lowmaster
Sign-up begins October 4.

Find more trips on the Livingston CARES website! Trips
are open to SUNY Geneseo college students, faculty and
staff, alumni and community volunteers.
Glenn Geiser-Getz,

Member of Florida January 2019 service trip.

From Our Choirs
We received news over the summer that our music director, David Hurd, will be retiring at the end of December.
While we're sad to see him go, his retirement is well-deserved, and we want to congratulate and honor him for his
many years of service to our church. One way to do that would be to join one of the church's musical groups, such
as the choir. The choir is pretty much a skeleton crew currently, and we could use more singers on each part.
Then David wouldn't have to worry about having enough singers or making changes in the planned anthem.
We are a friendly group, and we have a lot of fun together. Choir rehearsals are only one hour long at 7pm on
Wednesdays, and we come in at 9:15 Sunday mornings to put final touches on our music. Dave will go over any
part you need and answer questions. He is kind, gentle, funny, and tremendously talented. Please join the singers
and ringers in honoring David Hurd and worshiping God.
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Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness (Peacemaking) Offering − October 3
On Sunday, October 3, we will be receiving the
annual Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness
Offering (formerly known as the Peacemaking
Offering) as a way of continuing the ancient
Christian practice of sharing what we have
with brothers and sisters in need.
The Peace and Global Witness Offering supports the efforts of Presbyterians through
their congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the denominational Presbyterian Mission Agency to work
for peace by assisting to transform cultures of violence into communities of peace. If you would like to
contribute, please place your offering in the special envelopes (found in the narthex), write a check
(indicate “Peacemaking” on the memo line), or give online. A full 25% of the offering you give stays at
CPC to support peacemaking ministries; in the past these funds have been used to underwrite our
classes to learn more about Islam, and our youth’s service in the community.

Pastor Nancy will be on
Study Leave from September 27—October 3 and on
Vacation from October 25 –
31. If you have pastoral
care needs, please call Rev.
Laurel Nelson at 585-7271687.

Welcome!
We give thanks to God for
the birth of

McKenna Anneliese
to Jim and Taylor Sheflin
on September 7. McKenna
joins big brother Owen.
McKenna’s joyful grandparents
are Dick and Cindy Sheflin.

Visiting Pastors in October
During October, two inspiring pastors will be
leading us in worship while Pastor Nancy is on
vacation. On October 3, the Rev. Bruce
Boak, a retired pastor in the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, will be with us. You may remember Bruce: he was our worship leader during
Pastor Nancy’s renewal leave.
On October 31, the CPC pulpit will be filled by
a dear friend of our congregation: the Rev. Jeff
Rev. Bruce Boak
Falter. Rev. Falter is currently a member-atlarge of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley, and is serving as supply preacher at
the Presbyterian churches in Sparta and Ossian.
Be here in person or online to hear God’s word preached in grace and truth!

Rev. Jeff Falter
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The Advocacy and Action commission is spearheading the collection of pop tabs (those little
tabs that are pulled to open soda, soup and
other aluminum cans) in our congregation. The
funds generated help to support the Ronald
McDonald House Charities of Rochester.
Tabs may now be dropped off at CPC! A collection box labeled Pop Tabs is located in the
narthex.
Thanks to CPC’s youth group for helping us to
get started on this important project!
Other collection sights are located at Nickel
Back Redemption Center on Court Street in Geneseo, the Livonia Redemption Center in Lakeville,
the Town of Geneseo Transfer Station, and the
Geneseo Town Hall on Millennium Drive.

Valley Neighbors
CROP Hunger Walk
Please mark your
calendars for the
Valley
Neighbors
CROP Hunger Walk
on Sunday, October
17 in Mumford. The
CROP Hunger Walk
is
a
nationwide
movement sponsored
by Church World
Service
to
raise
funds to end hunger
and poverty. More
details will be shared
soon!
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Amazon donates to CPC every
time you make a purchase
through Amazon Smile
Central Presbyterian is now set up
as a charitable organization on Amazon Smile. Through the Amazon
Smile program, Amazon will donate
a percentage of the cost of your
purchase to the not-for-profit of
your choice. Don’t know how to participate? Just sign up on Amazon
Smile and choose Central Presbyterian as your charitable organization (signing up for Amazon Smile
does not affect anything in your account on Amazon nor affect the
price you pay for the object that you
purchase).
Here’s how to do it:

1.Go to smile.amazon.com
2.You will be prompted to select
an organization. Be sure to select Central Presbyterian Church
Geneseo, NY as there will be
other
Central
Presbyterian
churches on the list.
3. All of your Amazon account information will be transferred to
the Smile account, and each
time you go to Amazon you will
be directed to that Smile account.

Presbyterian disaster assistance (PDA)
Your gifts provide core funding for the work of PDA, enabling immediate response to national and international disasters and strengthening ongoing
work such as training and development, refugee ministry, and response to
disasters that do not receive media attention.
You can give online through the CPC website, online through the PDA website (pda.pcusa.org) or by writing a check to CPC and indicate PDA on the
memo line.
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the next Church Mouse
to the office no later than October 20, 2021.
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING

We are happy to provide those who do not have an
email address with a printed copy of the Church
Mouse. Just contact the church office at office@cpcgeneseo.org or 243-0669 and give us
your name and address.
OCTOBER 3

Daily Bread Devotional Guides

October 31

OCTOBER 3

Daily Bread Devotional Guides for September/October/November are available in the narthex.
If you would like one mailed to you, please contact
the church office. You can also read the Daily Devotionals online by going to https://odb.org/ and
clicking on Today’s Devotional (Read Now).

Central Presbyterian Church

31 Center Street

Geneseo, NY 14454

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs. 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

