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Church Mouse
Pastor’s Message

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Many of you have asked me about my activities during my renewal leave, so I want to take this opportunity to share
with you some of the ways I have spent this past February through July.
First, I want to thank you for the rare and generous gift that you have given me. Through the generous financial support, encouragement, and prayers of the congregation, I was able to study, rest, and enjoy my family in ways that my usual
schedule make difficult. When circumstances prevented me from following the planned design for the leave, God provided richer blessings than I could have foreseen.

Study
One of the major goals of this renewal time was for me to complete my Doctor of Ministry degree at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. That I was able to do, graduating in May 2021. The project was entitled Squinting Through a Dusty
Lens: Archaeology as a Window to Cultural Context in Preaching and examined the inclusion of archaeological news,
cultural insights arising from archaeological discoveries, and my experiences in Israel in my sermons.
Unfortunately, both the COVID-19 crisis and the violence throughout the country prevented me from working and
studying in Israel this summer. But the excavation project director, Dr. Ron Tappy, and I remain optimistic that we will
again be able to continue our work in the Holy Land.

Personal Enrichment

This period of renewal gave me the opportunity to pursue some personal objectives as well. I traveled to Charlottesville, VA and Ithaca, NY – each for a month-long stay – as well as some other locations for shorter times so that I
might study, engage in spiritual growth, enjoy the surroundings (hiking, sightseeing), and simply retreat. During those
times, I worshiped in new churches, met wonderful new people, and experienced new places and perspectives. Also, I took
an online course through the Cornell School of Ornithology in order to learn how to identify backyard birds in our area.
And just for fun, I learned to crochet! Though I have been a knitter for some time, I had never learned this sister skill.
My goal was to make matching hats for my daughter, her husband, and their new daughter, which I did.

Family
The renewal leave was, early on in the planning, envisioned as a time for me to reconnect with family and to strengthen the bonds with those most important in my life. The pandemic, again, made those plans more difficult. Yet I was still
able to enjoy time with my immediate family all together and individually. In most cases, that meant family members
joining me for a few days in Charlottesville, Ithaca, or in one of my other places away. Those visits were precious to me: the
leisure of deep conversations, the excitement of new experiences together, the laughter of shared love.

These months also saw the birth of our grandchild, Leah Vera. The renewal leave allowed me the flexibility to be
with my daughter and her family during this important milestone. We are thankful to the congregation for their prayers,
particularly during Leah’s days in the Neo-natal Intensive Care Unit.
The renewal gift for which I am particularly thankful is the gift of time. Time to see the beauty and rhythms of people
and of God’s world. Time to notice compassion, creativity, and wonder. Time to absorb lively commotion and still silence.
Time to be spontaneous. During this renewal, I stepped away from the crisis of the immediate and reflected on where God
has brought me and where God and I – and you – are going together.
I am especially grateful to the Renewal Team and the Session for their wisdom and encouragement in planning and
executing this leave. I am profoundly thankful to them and to all the saints of Central Presbyterian Church.
I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6)
In Christ,

Pastor Nancy
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Healing and Health
+ Betsy Matthews (undergoing knee replacement surgery)
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, diagnosed with liver cancer and is receiving oral chemotherapy)
+ Chelsea Ellis (now home in Buffalo, experiencing considerable pain)
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving long-term treatment for cancer)
+ Gordon Webster (honorably retired pastor in our presbytery, who has been hospitalized with COVID for
over a year, now in rehab with hope of going home soon)
+ Laurie Tollefsen (sister of Deb McLean diagnosed with ovarian cancer)
+ Lisa (Gary and Marion Andolina’s niece, receiving chemotherapy for breast cancer)
+ Maggie & Ryan Schuyler (both ill with COVID: Maggie mildly, Ryan more seriously)
+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is still facing significant challenges following
a boating accident, but is making small gains)
+ Prayers for those suffering at this time: from addiction, depression, financial and employment worry, health
concerns for themselves and for their families.
+ Prayers for those for whom these anxious and uncertain times are difficult emotionally, mentally, physically, or spiritually
Homebound
+ Beth and Robin Wallace, Howard Viele, Marilyn Cleveland, Ron Scott
Other Joys and Concerns
+ Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim has moved to the Pittsburgh area and has started a church intended to reach Arabs,
especially Muslims.
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor the Very Rev. Ishmael
Ghansah
+ In gratitude for all the nurses, doctors, medical technicians, EMTs, spiritual leaders, therapists, all of those
working in the mental health field during this time of the coronavirus resurgence
+ For healing and reconciliation and repentance in our country
+ We pray for peace and reconciliation in communities and the police and firefighters who protect us

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the
Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support
you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
9

Charlotte McLean
Noah Crane
Amanda Bowes
Gail Chasey

11
16
20
21

Ewan Maxwell
Jillian Staudinger
Marlene Hamilton
Noah Rose

25 Eric Graham
30 Dorothy Stapley

IF WE HAVE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY
and you would l ike it to be included in the Church Mouse, please email, call, or stop by the Church Office and let us know the date!

COVID-19 UPDATE
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Sunday Worship at Central
Dear Friends in Christ,
According to the Livingston County Department of Health, the county has now reached a
substantial level of risk of transmission of coronavirus. In light of that, your Session has put
into place the following policy for Central:
Worship will continue to take place in person; all are welcome, regardless of vaccination
status.


Everyone, regardless of vaccination status, is recommended to wear a mask at all
times when inside the church building, including when you are seated in the sanctuary and when you are singing. Masks will be provided for those who do not bring their
own.


Online worship via Zoom will continue. If you feel that it is unwise for you to attend
worship at this time, you will still be able to watch the live worship service online at 10 AM
Sunday morning or listen to the recording after worship has been concluded by going to
the church’s website: www.cpcgeneseo.org.


As we gather in worship, we will be observing the following precautions:
1. If you have a fever or do not feel well, or if you have been in the company of someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19, please do not attend worship.

2. When you arrive, enter either through the Center Street double doors or through the Second
Street (“Food Pantry”) door . The lift, of course, will still be available for your use.
3. Clean your hands with hand sanitizer as soon as you enter the building. Keep your mask on while
in the church building.
4. The ushers will direct you so that you are seated a safe distance from others during worship.
5. Please avoid using the office hallway on Sunday or anytime during the week.
Access to the church building is being limited. If you need access to the church office during normal office hours (Tuesday and Thursday 9:00 am to noon)., please call the office when you arrive at
the church (243-0669) and Marion will admit you to the building.

Pastoral care and other support will continue. We want to journey with you during this difficult
time. Please contact your group shepherd or Pastor Nancy (pastor@cpcgeneseo.org or 585-2087606) with your prayer concerns or pastoral needs..
We will continue to monitor the situation to pay attention to how God will use us to be the
healing and caring hands and feet of Christ during this crisis.

September Holy Communion Schedule
+ Sunday, September 5 (in person and via Zoom)
For those attending worship via Zoom, you will pr ovide your own bread and cup:
the physical elements. Simply have at hand during worship any bread that you commonly
enjoy and wine or grape juice.
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Christian Education at Central Presbyterian Church

Kicking off

a new season of learning
and growing in Christ

Beginning Sunday, September 12, all children ages Pre-K through Grade 5 are welcome to Sunday School after the Children’s Sermon. Join us for stories, puzzles,
crafts, and FUN!
Presbytery of Genesee Valley Fall Family Outing

From the Organ Bench
Singers and ringers! Another year of praising
God with our voices and bells will
begin on September 8 with ringers
meeting at 5:45 pm (in the sanctuary) and singers at 7:00 pm (in the
choir room). Each rehearsal will last
about one hour. New singers and ringers are

You and your family are invited to a day of fun, food, and fellowship at
Stokoe Farms Pumpkin Patch and Harvest Fest on Saturday, September 25.
This is the first of a series of occasional gatherings for presbyters and
families focusing on fellowship, mission and fun. Thanks to the generosity of the Stokoe family you can access the grounds and activities
without charge anytime from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Be sure to join in the
worship service at 11:30 and sandwich buffet meal at 12:15
(reservations for lunch are required).
Fun — A day at the farm is a matchless experience! For 209 years,
the Stokoe Family has been cultivating a sustainable and regenerative
farming heritage. They are dedicated to sharing their traditions with
you. Stokoe Farms Pumpkin Patch & Harvest Fest offers unique and
wholesome family entertainment with 35+ activities: hayrides, pumpkins, farm animals, and special events.
Worship & Mission
Special guests at 11:30 Worship Celebration, Sara Lisherness and
Rosemary Mitchell, from the PCUSA in Louisville will lead a service
focusing on the upcoming Peace & Global Witness Offering.
Food
We’ll have a delicious sandwich buffet from Sticky Lips BBQ at 12:15.
There is a vegetarian option.
Reservations Reservations for lunch are required by Thursday, September 16: $5 per adult, FREE for kids under 18. You may request
tickets for the activities without reserving lunch but must also register
by September 16.
For lunch reservations and/or event registration follow the link below.
Fall Family Outing: a Harvest of Righteousness and Peace - Presbytery of
Genesee Valley (pbygenval.org)

welcome!

Men’s Group – September 2
All men of the church are invited to a monthly
coffee
and
conversation
gettogether. We meet at Tim Hortons
at 9:00 am on the first Thursday of
each month, strictly informal, no
agenda, no dues, no rules of order.
Our next get-together will be on September 2.

Reusable shopping bags
with the CPC name and
logo are available in royal
blue, lime green, red, and
orange for only $2.00. Contact the church
office to get yours today!
Sanctuary Flower Donations
We have openings for flower donations for October and November 2021 Sunday services. If you would like to donate
sanctuary flowers in memory of loved ones or in honor of
someone, please contact our flower Deacon, Leslie McCurdy
at 346-2630 or pestylesty11@yahoo.com. Thank you.
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Scripture calls followers of Jesus disciples. Disciples are learners who seek to learn and grow in their understanding of Christ Jesus and his teachings. WE are disciples!
This Fall, we will have the opportunity to learn together as we consider the letters – the epistles – that the apostle
Paul wrote to the early churches. These churches, and the faithful Christians in them, faced some of the same
challenges we still do today:
 What will the future look like?
 How do we handle conflicts and controversies – some small and some so large that they shake the very
heart of our faith?
 What does our Christian faith have to say about the issues that face us personally and the ones that
confront us as a culture and as a world?
 How are we to live and find purpose?
Each class will be a discussion-based overview of one epistle. Join us to learn more about the history of the individual church to which Paul was writing and the particular reason for each letter. Each letter will be paired with
the Gospel text that will serve as the preaching text for the upcoming Sunday.
Below is the schedule for these studies, which will be held from 8:15-9:30 pm on Wednesday evenings on Zoom.
You are encouraged to read through the entire epistle (perhaps more than once!) before we meet. The link to each
Zoom meeting is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86967257980?pwd=eERTTm03eXNsZHJsNkw5L2hZa3BoZz09
Date
(Wednesday, 8:15-9:30 pm)

Letter of Paul

9/8

Colossians

9/12

Mark 8:27-38

9/15

Philemon

9/19

Mark 9:30-37

9/22

Romans

9/26

Mark 9:38-50

9/29

No class

10/3

Guest Preacher

10/6

Romans

10/10

Mark 10:17-31

10/13

Corinthians

10/17

Mark 10:35-45

10/20

Galatians

10/24

Mark 10:46-52

10/27

No class

10/31

Guest Preacher

11/3

Philippians

11/7

Mark 12:38-44

11/10

Thessalonians

11/14

Mark 13:1-8

11/17

Ephesians

11/21

John 18:33-37

May God go with us on our visits to these churches!

Sunday’s Gospel Text
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Our Annual John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament
Returns on Sunday, September 12
Our 26th annual John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament will be held
Sunday, the 12th of September, following worship, with a shotgun start
at 12:30 at Old Hickory Country Club in Livonia. A simplified awards
ceremony (including a 50/50 and raffles) will be held immediately following golf. This year, a take-out chicken barbecue will be provided to
all participants. Additional to-go barbecues will also be available to take
home! This is our thirteenth year remembering John Vonglis, a beloved
member from Central, with the tournament named in his honor as:
“The John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament.”
If you are interested in playing, please contact Anne Bishop at 2598282
(cell
with
messaging
capability)
or
via
email
(abishopny@gmail.com). If you have a particular foursome in mind,
please indicate. Cost for golfers this year will again be $60, including
cart and barbecue. Additional take-out chicken barbecues will be $10.
Hole sponsorships @ $50 are welcomed!

News from the Geneseo/Groveland Emergency Food Pantry
The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry has been par ticular ly busy because of their recent switch back from drive-thru to in-person service. The
pantry is in particular need of laundry detergent, dish soap, personal hyThe Geneseo/
Groveland

Emergency
Food Pantry

giene products (shampoo, conditioner, lotion, deodorant, toothpaste, hand sanitizer,
hand soap and feminine products).

If you are able to stop by the Food Pantry when it is open, you are invited to
bring in fresh fruits and vegetables. Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Since God has so blessed you, be a blessing to others.
To contact the Food Pantry directly, please call 585-991-8220. Thank you!
.
LECTORS NEEDED!

As we wave goodbye to summer and say hello to fall, it is time to revisit our needs for Sunday morning worship. The Worship Commission is looking for church members and friends to serve as Sunday
morning lectors. Experienced and new readers are welcome - this is a wonderful way to participate
in our church service. When you volunteer, the texts and bulletin will be provided to you with plenty
of time to prepare for worship. Please contact Catherine Evershed (glendevon@msn.com) or Amy
Geiser-Getz (amyglenn4@msn.com) if you are interested or would like more information.
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Thank you to the
families who joined us
for our one-day VBS
event in August! Our
theme was “You are
the light of the world” from Matthew 5:14-16. During our time together, we decorated and filled
kids’ bags for the GeneseoGroveland Food Pantry, wrote cards
of encouragement to CPC members,
played games (including the Invisible Maze and Apples to Apples, Bible Edition). We also estimated the number of
pounds of pop tabs to support the Ronald McDonald house (which totaled up to 31
pounds, or about
$15.50)!

Thank You for a Successful Back to School Supply Drive!
Thank you for the backpacks, notebooks, pens, paper,
index cards, pencils, highlighters, crayons, colored pencils, folders, rulers, glue sticks, scissors, and other
school supplies (pictured above) that you donated to
the children of Livingston County through CPC’s
partnership with Catholic Charities.
E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone

You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR code (shown
at right). Other e-giving options are also available that don't require use of a smart phone − it’s
as easy as making an online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org for more information .
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the next Church Mouse
to the office no later than September 20, 2021.

Rev. Lowmaster will be on vacation from August 29—September 5. We will welcome as guest preacher on September 5 the Rev. Laurel Nelson. If you have pastoral care needs, please call the emergency pastoral care number: 208-7606.
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING

Daily Bread Devotional Guides

We are happy to provide those who do not have an
email address with a printed copy of the Church
Mouse. Just contact the church office at office@cpcgeneseo.org or 243-0669 and give us
your name and address.

Daily Bread Devotional Guides for September/October/November are available in the narthex. If
you would like one mailed to you, please contact the
church office. You can also read the Daily Devotionals
online by going to https://odb.org/ and clicking on Today’s Devotional (Read Now).

Central Presbyterian Church

31 Center Street

Geneseo, NY 14454

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs. 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

