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Church Mouse
Pastor’s Message

Summer Reading
Many of us look forward to summer as an opportunity to enjoy the upstate weather, beautiful in a different way than the
chill of the past several months. During the summer months we make the time to reconnect with family and friends at reunions, at weddings, and at graduation parties, grounding ourselves and sending the roots of our shared loved deep into
our hearts. Some ground themselves more literally by tending gardens that explode with color and fragrance…and asparagus and tomatoes and zucchini (and more zucchini). No matter what plans await you, the coming summer is delicious with
the anticipated joy of some of God's most cherished blessings: of time, of affection shared together, and of life itself – all
especially precious after what seems to have been a long, cold, lonely, winter.
You may find during the next few months that you have more time than you usually do to sit on your porch or on a beach
and read. The New Y ork Times, NPR, and other news sources frequently offer suggested books for this new summer reading season – and their choices provide excellent options. I would encourage you this summer also to include in your summer reading some selections that nurture your faith and stretch your thinking about the God we love and serve. Below are
some suggestions for where you might begin your summer faith reading: some long, others shorter; some funny, others
less so. And if you have books that you have found interesting and helpful, please pass the titles on to me so that I can
share them with the congregation. Together, let's continue to grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ throughout
the coming summer!
In Christ,
Pastor Nancy
For daily devotional reading:
Seeds of Hope, by Henri Nouwen
A collection of short meditations and readings taken from Nouwen’s other books. A great devotional text on its own,
this book can serve as a springboard to further reading from the pen of this influential 20th c. Christian thinker.
The Monastic Heart: 50 Simple Practices for a Contemplative and Fulfilling Life, by Joan Chittister
Fifty practices that can help deepen your awareness of God’s goodness and cultivate patience and generosity of spirit,
by well-known and respected American nun, activist, Christian leader.
Fiction and Nonfiction:
The Space Trilogy, by C. S. Lewis
The writer of The Chronicles of Narnia took a step further into fantasy with a theological message with this three-book
series about one resident of Earth that was kidnapped and taken to Mars and then was called to a holy mission on Venus. Finally, the fate of Earth itself hangs in the balance.
Gilead, by Marilynne Robinson
A winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for fiction, this classic, compelling story about fathers and sons
touches on some of our deepest feelings about life and relationships.
Searching for Sunday, by Rachel Held Evans
Have you, at times, questioned your direction in your journey or faith or your relationship with the organized church?
Evans’s description of her life of faith, short though it was (she died in 2019 at age 37), may touch your heart.
Sisters of the Sinai: How Two Lady Adventurers Discovered the Hidden Gospels, by Janet Soskice
The remarkable and true story of self-taught sisters Agnes and Margaret Smith, who were pioneers in early gospel
scholarship and, in the nineteenth century, discovered some of the most important New Testament manuscripts known.
Theology
Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense, by N. T. Wright
“This book will confirm, challenge, and deepen your grasp of Christian faith and practice” (Christianity Today) If
you’ve been waiting for a Mere Christianity (C. S. Lewis) for the 21st century, this is the book.
Encountering God: Christian Faith in Turbulent Times, by Andrew Purves and Charles Partee
An accessible yet rich discussion of some of the basic beliefs of Reformed Theology, presented through engaging stories and everyday examples that help us better understand what we as Presbyterians hold to be true.
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In Our Prayers
Healing and Health
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, receiving oral chemotherapy for cancer)
+ Chelsea Ellis (continues to need our prayers to face her constant pain)
+ Dana Stein (Harry and Barb Hellwig’s sister-in-law, suffering from long-term vertigo and tachycardia)
+ David Derring (Beth Wallace’s nephew, in critical condition with an abdominal aneurysm)
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving long-term treatment for cancer)
+ Joanne Gluck (Debbie Vitale’s mother, in hospice care)
+ Ken Elkin (Jill Matzek’s father, recovering from surgery)
+ Sam (teenager suffering from polycystic kidney disease)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is undergoing extensive specialized treatment following a boating accident)
+ Tony Russo (father of Emily Russo, Russell Harvey’s girlfriend; recently diagnosed with brain cancer)
Homebound
+ Marilyn Cleveland, Linda Hamilton, Beth Wallace, Edith Matthews, John Havens
Other Joys and Concerns
+ Tom Wilson and Rock Castor, who are both in Romania building refugee housing
+ Victims of shootings in Buffalo, Uvalde, and elsewhere, their families & communities
+ Those affected by the wildfires in the west and those fighting the fires & providing aid
+ The war in Ukraine, refugees, and countries who are receiving those displaced
+ Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim has moved to the Pittsburgh area and has started a church intended to reach
Arabs, especially Muslims.
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor, the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria
+ Rev. Mariam Labib in her studies at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and for her ministry working in
South Africa.

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the
Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support
you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
2
Karla Mulligan
2
Tom Wilson
3
Thomas Macauley
4 Tim Miskell
8
Troy Staley
17 Gretchen Crane
21 Alex McLean
22 Ly Tran
25 Gary Benedict
27 Julianne Sweeney
28 Elizabeth Patteson
30 Russ Harvey

JULY BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4
5
8
9
10
11
16
17
17
18

Georgia Macauley
Nicole Benedict
James Booth
Steven Parker
Norma Benedict
Jane Long
Suzanne Hillier
Marten Kimble
Sally Fox
Aimee Rose
Sharon Bolesky
Nancy Wilson

19
20
27
29
31

Cathy Janson
Barbara Crane
Susan Rawleigh
Bethany Bracchi
Glenn Staley

If we have missed your birthday and you
would like it to be included in the Church
Mouse, please email or call the Church
Office and let us know the date!
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CPC COVID-19 UPDATE (as of 5/19/2022)
According to the Livingston County Department of Health, the number of active cases of COVID-19 in the
area has continued to decrease. In light of that, your Session has continued the following policy for Central:
 Everyone is encouraged to wear a mask during worship, though masks are not required.


Although social distancing is encouraged, all pews in the main sanctuary will be available for seating. The church balcony will be reserved for those individuals who wish to maintain a greater distance
from other worshippers.



Online worship via Zoom will continue.



Church office hours will remain Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 am to noon. You are encouraged to wear
a mask while in the building.

If you have a fever or do not feel well, or if you have been in the company of someone who
has tested positive for COVID-19, please attend worship online.

Pastor Nancy will
be on vacation July
4-10. On Sunday,
July 10, CPC will
welcome Rev. Laurel Nelson (left) to
our pulpit.

The audio of CPC’s Sunday
morning
services
are
available on Central’s
website (cpcgeneseo.org).
Simply click on the “Listen to Sermons”
link found on our home page and select
the service of your choice. You can also
listen to sermons through links on our
Facebook page.

Celebrating Our 2022 CPC College Graduates
On Sunday, June 12, we recognized two college
graduates during worship and then we celebrated
their accomplishments during coffee hour.
Peter Vitello graduated cum
laude from Rochester Institute
of Technology in May with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Game
Design and Development.
Russell Harvey graduated
summa cum laude from Rochester Institute of Technology in
May with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Computing Security. Russell
plans to continue working at
Peter (L), Russell (R)
Security Risk Advisors as a
Consultant in their cybersecurity operations center (CSOC).
L to R: Peter, Pastor Nancy, Russell)
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Summer Sermon Series – Your Favorite Hymns
We have already begun our summer sermon series focusing on our favorite hymns.
Do you have a favorite hymn? One that brings a smile – or a tear – each time you
hear it? Just pass the name of “your hymn” on to Pastor Nancy or Andrew – you
can speak to them directly, send an email, or put a note in the offering plate (please
include your name). Even if you don’t remember the title or what hymnal to find it
in, tell Pastor Nancy or Andrew and we will try to track it down. If you’ve already

submitted one, submit another! We look forward to singing everyone’s favorite in the
coming months.

(Right) Pastor Nancy leading
worship in the Field of Dreams

Summer Worship
in the Field of Dreams

+ + +
The warmer months give us the opportunity to worship together outside, surrounded by the beautiful gifts of God’s creation, in the Field of Dreams. This summer
three services will be held in the Field of Dreams. Although these services are inperson only (no Zoom is available), we welcome all to attend!
Look ahead with us to a summer of worship together:
In the CPC Sanctuary
(and via Zoom)

In the Field of Dreams
(in-person only and
weather permitting)

June 19
July 3, 10, 17, 24
August 7, 14, 21, 28

June 26
July 31
September 4

We will all be blessed as together we sing, pray, and worship the God who made…

“All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small…”
Has the Summer Sermon Series made you want to own your own copy of the Glory to
God hymnal? Hymnals make great resources – not just for singing and playing, but also
for praying and engaging in personal devotions and meditation. New hymnals are available
for only $20. See Pastor Nancy or Amy Geiser-Getz for more information.
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Our Beautifully
Decorated Sanctuary
on

Outpouring of the
Holy Spirit
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Be a part of Central’s Mission in Geneseo!
Sign up now to volunteer at the

CPC
Chicken Barbecue
& Grill
during the

2022 Geneseo Summer Festival
Friday, July 8 & Saturday, July 9
For 37 years, Central’s Grill has been the main food event at the
festival, and this year we will continue the tradition.

WE NEED YOUR HELP.
We will be operating the Presbyterian Chicken BBQ and Grill on both Friday and Saturday, with two shifts per day. You are welcome to sign up for
both days! It’s always a fun time to spend with fellow members and
friends.
If you would like to volunteer, go to Sign Up Genius at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AA8AB2DA1FE3-sign
and sign up for a shift or two. If you aren’t comfortable signing up online,
call Craig Bolesky (314-3495) or Anne Bishop (259-8282) and we would
be delighted to help.

Come show CPC’s face to the community
and live out Central's mission statement to serve.
Geneseo
Want to make your grill experience
even
Summer
more fun? Organize a group and work toFestival
gether at the grill! Invite your friends!
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Wishing Andrew Well in Competition!
Our Director of Music, Andrew Van Varick, will be in Seattle, Washington from June 25
to July 9 as a semifinalist in the National Young Artist Competition in Organ Performance,
which is held by the American Guild of Organists at their national convention. We wish
him well and hold him in our prayers as he takes on this exciting endeavor! While Andrew
is away, we will welcome back to the organ bench our good friend, David Hurd.
Are Your Shopping Bags Wearing Out?
Reusable shopping bags with the CPC name and logo are available in royal blue, lime green, red, and orange for only $2.00. Contact the church
office to get your new bags today!

News from the
Geneseo/Groveland
Emergency Food Pantry
The demand at the Geneseo/Groveland Food
Pantry has increased more than 40% since this
time last year. With rising gas and food prices, we
expect this trend to continue over the summer.
Availability of certain items is hit or miss these
days, and our challenge now is keeping our
shelves stocked. We are hoping to reestablish our
shopping army to help with this task. If you are
available to help shop or to volunteer during Food
Pantry hours (even just filling during Food Pantry
staff vacations!), please contact Deb at the Food
Pantry (see number below). The pantry is in particular need of mac & cheese, peanut butter, cannellini beans, salad dressings, coffee, and tea.
Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Since God has so blessed you, be a blessing
to others. Thank you!

If you are able to stop by the Food Pantry
when it is open, you are invited to bring in fresh
fruits and vegetables. Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Since God has so
blessed you, be a blessing to others.
Days and Hours of operation are:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

10:00 am -2:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:30 pm
10:00 am -2:00 pm

To reach the Food Pantry directly,
call 585-991-8220

SAVE THE DATE!
Our Annual John Vonglis
CPC Dreams Golf Tournament
is scheduled for September 18
Our 27th annual John Vonglis CPC Dreams
Golf Tournament will be held Sunday, the
18th of September, following worship,
with a shotgun start at 12:30 at Old Hickory Country Club in Livonia. This is our
fourteenth year remembering John
Vonglis, a beloved member from Central,
with the tournament named in his honor
as: “The John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf
Tournament.”
If you are interested in playing, please
contact Anne Bishop at 259-8282 (cell
with messaging capability) or via email
(abishopny@gmail.com). If you have a
particular foursome in mind, please indicate. Cost for golfers this year will again
be $60, including meal. Meal only will be
$15. Hole sponsorships @ $50 are welcomed!
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the August Church
Mouse to the office no later than July 22, 2022.
Daily Bread
Devotional Guides

CHURCH MOUSE MAILING
We are happy to provide those who do not have an email address
with a hard copy of the Church Mouse. If you attend Sunday worship, please pick up your copy in the narthex; this will help to alleviate the high cost of postage. We will continue to mail copies of
the Mouse to those not able to join us for our worship services. Extra copies of the Church Mouse are always available in the narthex.

for June/July/August
are available in
the Jane Ward Room
and in the narthex
Help yourself to a free copy.

June and July

Holy Communion will be shared on

Holy Communion

Trinity Sunday, June 12
Sunday, July 3

Schedule
Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street

Geneseo, NY

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs. 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

Worshiping with thanks

+++

Serving with love

