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Church Mouse
Pastor’s Message

Blest Be the Tie that Binds
As this summer comes to an end, so does our summer sermon series based on your favorite hymns.
Throughout the weeks, we sang about 30 different hymns that you requested. Some of you found it impossible to choose just one hymn as your favorite and so submitted more than one title; I tried to honor as many
of those requests as possible. All the suggested hymns – some old and some relatively new – remind us that
we have a great legacy of faith that has been handed down from generation to generation, and yet that
speaks as clearly and compellingly now as it did in the past. And together we discovered that hymns themselves often have moving origin stories: stories of people of great faith who used the gifts God had given
them – music and poetry – to speak to the world of their day… and to the world today. I particularly enjoyed getting to know all you better by learning the hymns that speak to your hearts. I treasured hearing the
stories of why these hymns were meaningful to you.
A few of you have very kindly asked what my favorite hymn might be. It is hard for me to choose only
one, just as it was hard for some of you. I am drawn to the music of the old German chorales; I shared with
Erika Greene a love of “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee.” But my spirit soars when I hear the joyous
romp of “Hosanna Hey Sanna Sanna Ho” from Jesus Christ Superstar. I remember turning thirteen and
being shocked(!) when my conservative Lutheran father, son of an even more conservative Lutheran pastor,
excitedly played that “Hosanna” for some dinner guests when the rock opera’s cast album was first released.
Music of faith truly can draw us together in joy and worship in new and deep and wonderful ways.

But if I had to choose just
one favorite, I would pick “Pán
Bůh jest má sila” (“God, My
Lord, My Strength, My Place of
Hiding”). It is an ancient hymn
that was written for Slovak
Christians in 1636 by Jiří
Tranovský – a pastor who, during the days of the plague, had to serve his congregation in secret in order to avoid persecution. My grandmother Kolárik learned “Pán Bůh” in Czechoslovakia in the early 1900s; I sang that same ancient hymn in
the bilingual Slovak-English church I attended with my parents in Ohio. I, however, didn’t speak Slovak.
While I listened with awe to the rich voices of the elders in the church singing in their native Slovak, I sang
an English version translated by a local pastor: Rev. Jaroslav Vajda (author of “God of the Sparrow,”
“Where Angels Lately Knelt,” and other hymns in our Glory to God hymnal). All of us – no matter what our
age and no matter what our gift – are called to share our trust in God to others who will then, in turn, pass
the good news of Christ Jesus on in their own way.
My favorite hymn – and all the hymns that we have enjoyed singing this summer – are our assurance
that we are all bound together by the Holy Spirit in our love and our service to God and to one another. As
we at Central begin another season of our journey of faith together, join us to share this legacy of faith and
trust in our great and loving God as we walk into the future God is preparing.

[Live] with humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. (Eph. 4:2-6)
In Christ,

Pastor Nancy
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In Our Prayers
Healing and Health
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, receiving a new treatment for cancer)
+ Chelsea Ellis (continues to need our prayers to face her constant pain)
+ Dana Stein (Harry and Barb Hellwig’s sister-in-law, who has experienced some improvement in
her condition)
+ David Baszto (recovering at home from a fractured pelvis)
+ Gary (Marion Andolina’s husband, receiving long-term treatment for cancer)
+ Gary Benedict (recovering from cataract surgery)
+ Russ Harvey (recovering from a gall bladder infection and awaiting further surgery)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is undergoing extensive specialized
treatment following a boating accident)
+ Tony Russo (father of Emily Russo, Russell Harvey’s fiancé; has completed his cancer treatment
and is awaiting test results)
Homebound
+ Marilyn Cleveland, Linda Hamilton, Beth Wallace, Edith Matthews and John Havens
Other Joys and Concerns
+ Those affected by the recent high temperature, wildfires, droughts, and flooding
+ The Methodist missionaries kidnapped in Haiti
+ The war in Ukraine, refugees, and countries who are receiving those displaced, especially the orphans and their caregivers now in Romania
+ Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim and his new church in Pittsburgh
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor, the Very Rev.
Ishmael Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria
+ Rev. Mariam Labib in her studies at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and for her ministry working
in South Africa.

The joy of the congregation is extended to Bob and Dorothy Topping on the birth of a new greatgrandson: Cooper James Topping was born on July 22 in Bradenton, Florida, Cooper’s parents
are Chris & Taylor Topping; grandparents are Greg & Mimi Topping.

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to
assist and support you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Charlotte McLean

16 Jillian Staudinger

2 Noah Crane

20 Marlene Hamilton

4 Amanda Bowes

21 Noah Rose

9 Gail Chasey

25 Eric Graham

11 Ewan Maxwell

30 Dorothy Stapley

IF WE HAVE MISSED
YOUR BIRTHDAY
and you would l like it to be included
in the Church Mouse, please email,
call, or stop by the Church Office and
let us know the date!

CPC COVID-19 UPDATE (as of 8/18/2022)
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According to the Livingston County Department of Health, the number of active cases of COVID-19 in the
area has stabilized. In light of that, your Session has continued the following policy for Central:
 Everyone is encouraged to wear a mask during worship, though masks are not required.


Although social distancing is encouraged, all pews in the main sanctuary will be available for seating. The
church balcony will be reserved for those individuals who wish to maintain a greater distance from other
worshippers.



Online worship via Zoom will continue.



Church office hours will remain Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 am to noon. You are encouraged, though not
required, to wear a mask while in the building.

If you have a fever or do not feel well, or if you have been in the company of someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19, please attend worship online.

… for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3:28)
Structural racism is an ongoing challenge in our culture. In each
month’s Church Mouse, the Advocacy & Action Commission will
include short articles and videos to help all of us learn to work
against racism. This month, the commission invites you to watch
this TED Talk by economist and author Heather C. McGhee.
Heather C. McGhee TED Talk
Want to discuss this video in a group? Contact Tom Matthews
(Matthews@geneseo.edu).

100 Hats in 100 Days (before December 21)
Join our Deacons in knitting, crocheting, or purchasing
100 hats, gloves, mittens, or scarves by the first day of
winter (December 21st).
The summer has flown by! And already we are thinking about back-to-school,
football season, and cooler weather. But for many in our community, the
coming fall and winter is a worry: their budget may not stretch far enough
to provide for warm clothes for everyone in the family.

Again this year, the Deacons will be collecting homemade and new hats,
gloves, mittens, and scarves to donate to individuals in need in our community.
What a great time to dust off your knitting needles or learn a new skill! Adult and
children sizes are both needed. Want some easy, free patterns? See tincanknits.com or
bhookedcrochet.com. We suggest you use washable yarn for your project (acrylic, if possible).
If you have questions, contact Cathy Gardner at cthgardner@ gmail.com.

A collection box will be placed near the lift at the base of the
parking lot steps.
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Congratulations to the 2022
Central Presbyterian Church
Scholarship Recipients
James Carman

Alfred State University
(Surveying and Geomatic Engineering)

Sarah Janson
University of Maine
(Marine Science)

Noah Crane

University at Albany
(Graduate Program - Master of Social Work)

Alexander McLean
Clarkson University
(Engineering)

Emma Janson

University of Massachusetts at Boston
(Psychology)

Has the Summer Sermon Series made you want to own your own copy of the Glory to God
hymnal? Hymnals make gr eat r esour ces – not just for singing and playing, but also for praying
and engaging in personal devotions and meditation. New hymnals are available for only $20. See
Pastor Nancy or Amy Geiser-Getz for more information.

Summer Worship in the Field of Dreams
+ + +
Summer worship in the Field of Dreams during 2022 has
been Spirit-filled and Creator-blessed. So many of you have
joined us in this beautiful garden setting. Our final outside
service for this season will take place on Sunday, September
4 (weather permitting).

Pastor Nancy will be on study
leave August 28 – September
4. On Sunday, September 4,
CPC will welcome Rev. Val
Fowler (left) to our pulpit.
Pastoral care will be provided
by Rev. Christine James (585
-584-8165).

“All things bright and

beautiful, all creatures
great and small, all things
wise and wonderful, the
Lord God made them all.”

E-Giving Using Your Smart Phone
You can now give your offering or make a donation using your smart phone; use the QR code (shown at right).
Other e-giving options are also available that don't require use of a smart phone − it’s as easy as making an
online purchase! Just go to cpcgeneseo.org for more information.
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Christian Education at Central Presbyterian Church

a new season of learning
and growing in Christ

Kicking off

CPC Homecoming Sunday ~ September 11
Church Family
Breakfast

Worship and
Sunday School

Join us for
the beginning of our
new year of
programming at Central! On Sunday morning, September
11, at 8:45 am, our popular Church Family Breakfasts will resume. Bring a
breakfast dish to pass (if
you are able), then come
enjoy good food and fellowship with other sisters
and brothers in God’s family at CPC.

Following the Church
Family Breakfast, we
will worship together
(10:00 am) and launch
our Sunday School for
grades K-5. Come praise
God and pray with us
as we commission the
2022-23 Sunday School
teachers.

Sensing a call
to serve the church in a
new way?
Consider serving as an usher or lector!
Be the one who welcomes visitors and embraces CPC friends on Sunday morning, or
who shares God’s word by reading Scripture.
Additional ushers and lectors are always needed and appreciated.

To inquire about ushering,
call or email Cathy Gardner
(c thga rd ner@ gm ai l. com,
455-1699).
To obtain more information
about serving as lector, contact Amy Geiser-Getz (5194368, amy.geisergetz@gmail.
com).

Coffee Hour
Finally, after worship, greet
one another for a time of
conversation and games at
Coffee Hour downstairs in
Fellowship Hall.

From the Organ Bench
Singers and ringers! Join us this fall praising God
with our voices and bells!
Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 7:
• ringers meet at 6:00 pm (in sanctuary)
• singers at 7:30 pm (in the choir room).
Each rehearsal will last about one hour.
New singers and ringers are welcome!
Men’s Group
Tim Hortons ~ September 1
All men of the church are invited to a
monthly coffee and conversation gettogether. We meet at Tim Hortons at
9:00 am on the first Thursday of each month, strictly
informal, no agenda, no dues, no rules of order. Our
next Men’s Group get together will be on September 1.
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Summer Youth Projects
Our youth were busy in August decorating and filling
24 kid’s bags for the Food Pantry, designing a banner
for the SUNY Geneseo Volunteer Fair, watering the
community garden, and mulching. Thank you to our
youth for dedicating their time to these projects and
for all of their hard work and creativity!

Partnering with Catholic Charities of Livingston County

Thank You for a Successful Back to School Supply Drive!
Thank you donating the more than 4 bins of backpacks, notebooks, pens and pencils, paper, index cards, highlighters, crayons and colored pencils, folders, rulers, glue sticks, scissors, and other school supplies to the children of Livingston County through CPC’s partnership with Catholic Charities.
“Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV)
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SAVE THE DATE!
Our Annual John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament
is scheduled for September 18
Our 27th annual John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament will be held Sunday, the
18th of September, following worship, with a shotgun start at 12:30 at Old Hickory Country Club in Livonia. This is our fourteenth year remembering John Vonglis, a
beloved member from Central, with the tournament named in his honor as: “The
John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament.”
If you are interested in playing, please contact Anne Bishop at 259-8282 (cell
with messaging capability) or via email (abishopny@gmail.com). If you have a particular foursome in mind, please indicate. Cost for golfers this year will again be $60,
including meal. Meal only will be $15. Hole sponsorships @ $50 are welcomed!

News from the
Geneseo/Groveland
Emergency Food Pantry
In July, the Food Pantry served 128 households, consisting of 215 adults, 106 children and 51 seniors. So
far, demand is up over 40% compared to last year. With
rising gas and food prices, we expect this trend to continue. The pantry is in particular need of canned chicken,
cannellini beans, chicken noodle soup, spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, cereal, and personal care items. If you
are able to stop by the Food Pantry when it is open, you
are invited to bring in fresh fruits and vegetables. Of
course, monetary donations are always welcome. Since
God has so blessed you, be a blessing to others. Thank
you!
If you are available to help shop or to volunteer during Food Pantry hours (even just filling in during Food
Pantry staff vacations!), please contact Deb directly, at
585-991-8220.

Days and Hours of operation are:
Tuesday:
10:00 am -2:00 pm
Wednesday: 4:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Thursday: 10:00 am -2:00 pm
To reach the Food Pantry directly, call 585-991-8220

Dear CPC Members and friends,
As you may have heard, I will be retiring from my position as CPC’s Administrative Assistant at the end of September. Although this has not been an easy decision, I believe it is the right step for me given my upcoming hip and
knee replacement surgeries. Once healed from those, I am
looking forward to spending more quality time with my husband Gary and our ever growing family! As the expression
goes, “parting is such sweet sorrow.”
I have so enjoyed my many years of service (just one
month shy of 11 years) at CPC! I value the many friendships I have made and appreciate the guidance, kindness
and support of Pastor Nancy and so many of you over the
years. I am truly blessed to have been part of such a wonderful church family and I will miss you all so very much.
CPC will forever have a special place in my heart!
If you would like to keep in touch, my personal email
address is marionandolina@gmail.com. I would love to hear
from you!
With blessings and love,
Marion
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the October Church Mouse
to the office no later than September 18, 2022.
Daily Bread
Devotional Guides

CHURCH MOUSE MAILING
We are happy to provide those who do not have an email address
with a hard copy of the Church Mouse. If you attend Sunday worship, please pick up your copy in the narthex; this will help to alleviate the high cost of postage. We will continue to mail copies of
the Mouse to those not able to join us for our worship services. Extra copies of the Church Mouse are always available in the narthex.

for September/October/November
are available in
the Jane Ward Room
and in the narthex
Help yourself to a free copy.

September
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
will be shared on

Schedule

Sunday, September 11
Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs. 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Music email: cpcgeneseomusic@gmail.com

Worshiping with thanks

Geneseo, NY

Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

+++

Serving with love

