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Church Mouse
Pastor’s Message

Growing as Disciples of Christ
On September 10, we kicked off our new fall season at Central Church with a Sunday of worship, refreshments, fellowship, and fun. While the kids challenged one another to cornhole and other games, the adults
worked in teams on a friendly round of Bible trivia (“Jacob wrestled all night with a divine being, who then
changed Jacob’s name to what?”). We told stories of our most meaningful faith experiences and laughed at
some of our silliest youth group experiences. Together we celebrated the joy and the love we share as siblings
of Christ Jesus in the family of our great God of grace.
For the days following that Sunday celebration, I couldn’t help thinking back on that warmth of that time
together and smile. And at the same time, I wondered how we find time in our busy and worried lives to
continue to learn more and more about who God is, about what God has done, and about what God is doing in
the world. We have been chosen to be disciples; the New Testament Greek word is μαθητής (maw-THAYtays). To be a disciple is to be a pupil, but the meaning of the word μαθητής is much richer than simply being
a student.


Being a disciple (μαθητής) means gaining the kind of deep learning that seeks not simply to know but rather to understand.



Being a disciple (μαθητής) carries with it the intention to accept the teaching and to incorporate it into one's life such that it becomes one's rule for behavior.



Being a disciple (μαθητής) implies a relationship – an attachment – between the teacher
and the disciple, who then seeks to follow the teacher in doctrine and to imitate the
teacher's way of life.

This kind of lifelong learning – being a disciple in the New Testament sense of μαθητής – is what Jesus Christ
is calling us to: not simply to be a member of a congregation but to be a disciple who is growing in the image
and likeness of the teacher, Jesus Christ.
CPC is now offering two new opportunities for you to grow as a disciple of Christ. Every month in the
Church Mouse, look for the Discipleship Corner. The Discipleship Corner will focus on one of the major
storylines of the Bible, beginning this month with “The Story of Creation.” Each month, Scripture readings
will be suggested (so that you can read the story for yourself), a few insights from modern biblical scholars
will be presented, and several guiding questions will be offered. Then, on the last Thursday of each month,
you can gather online with fellow CPC disciples to talk about the story and its relevance to our faith and life
today. Over the coming months (and years!), we will walk through many of the Bibles’ most important narratives.

So I hope you will be a part of one (or more) of Central’s discipleship opportunities:
#1 Wednesday Morning Bible Study ~ 10 am in person in the Jane Ward Room
An examination and discussion of the Scripture text that will serve as the basis for Pastor Nancy’s next
Sunday sermon.
#2 Discipleship Corner ~ in the monthly Church Mouse (see page 3 in this issue)
A brief introduction to one of the major storylines of Scripture.
#3 Discipleship Corner Follow-up on Zoom ~ the last Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm
An online discussion of the Discipleship Corner narrative. Every month, the Zoom link will be:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682261805?pwd=aWVmK3hmN3hQNytuZTUxU2lDcUUzQT09
And don’t overlook the Adult Forum on October 23, when you can learn more about the rich Native American history of this area and its implications for today.
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Healing and Health
+ Casey Hoover (Aimee Rose’s brother, receiving a new treatment for cancer)
+ Chelsea Ellis (continues to need our prayers to face her constant pain)
+ Dana Stein (Harry and Barb Hellwig’s sister-in-law, who has experienced some improvement in her
condition)
+ David Baszto (recovering at home from a fractured pelvis)
+ Edith Matthews (recovering from an arm broken in a fall)
+ Gary Andolina (Marion’s husband, awaiting results after finishing treatment for cancer)
+ Marion Andolina (to undergo hip replacement surgery)
+ Rachel (granddaughter of Tom and Betsy Matthews, recovering from ACL surgery)
+ Russ Harvey (recovering from gall bladder surgery)
+ Shari (friend of Julie Brocklehurst-Woods; Shari’s grandson is undergoing extensive specialized treatment following a boating accident)
+ Sharon Bolesky (will begin treatment soon for pancreatic cancer)
+ Tony Russo (father of Emily Russo, Russell Harvey’s fiancé; has completed his cancer treatment and
awaiting test results)
Homebound
+ Marilyn Cleveland, Linda Hamilton, Beth Wallace, Edith Matthews and John Havens
Other Joys and Concerns
+ Those affected by the recent high temperature, wildfires, droughts, and flooding
+ The Methodist missionaries kidnapped in Haiti
+ The war in Ukraine, refugees, and countries who are receiving those displaced, especially the orphans
and their caregivers now in Romania
+ Rev. Dr. Redda Ibrahim and his new church in Pittsburgh
+ Rev. Dr. Francis Acquah and for Trinity Church in Accra, Ghana, and their pastor, the Very Rev. Ishmael Ghansah
+ Father Maximos and his congregation in Nigeria
+ Rev. Mariam Labib in her studies at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and for her ministry working in
South Africa.

We Want to Pray with You and for You
If you are hospitalized, ill, facing surgery, or encountering other challenges, please let Rev. Lowmaster, the
Church Office, or your Deacon/Elder Shepherds know. We would like to pray for you and to assist and support
you. Please give us the opportunity to be a blessing to you.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
2
4
5
10

Marion Andolina
Aysia Bolesky
Tom Whitmore, Eleanor Schuyler
Thomas Benedict

11
14
19
22

Dan Carman, James McLean
Jack Benedict, Bruce Rawleigh
Linda Hatheway
Leslie McCurdy, Jeff Crane

23 Amanda Hellwig, Laura Hellwig
24 Stephanie Crissman, Lyle Lehman
Dick Hatheway
28 Judy Claprood

DISCIPLESHIP3

Read Genesis 1:1 – 2:3; read Genesis 2:4-25
Both the Jewish and Christian Scriptures begin with the book of
Genesis (the Hebrew name for the book is אשית
ִׁ֖  ְּב ֵר, “in the beginning,” which are the first words of the book). Tradition attributes the
authorship of Genesis to Moses, but most modern scholars agree that
the stories contained in the book were passed orally from generation
to generation until they were finally recorded in about the 6th century
BC., hundreds of years after the death of Moses.

CORNER

The Story of Creation

Genesis opens with the story of God’s work of creation. Actually, Genesis contains two creation
stories. The first, found in Genesis 1:1 – 2:3, is the familiar account of God the Spirit hovering over
the nothingness while God the Father speaks the Word that brings creation into existence over a
period of seven days. The second creation story follows immediately in Genesis 2:4-25 but is less
well known. This tells of a God who plants a garden and then uses the earth of the garden to create humans. Read each of these accounts – compare and contrast them.
The fact the that the Bible itself offers two different creation stories invites us to consider the
purpose of including those stories as Holy Scripture. The two stories differ, so they cannot both be
literally true and actually suggests that neither is. But then, the Bible was never intended to be a
science textbook. Our Scriptures are the history of a faithful God’s interactions with humankind,
told by humans with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Both creation accounts, then, as Scripture, teach us that God is the sovereign author of all there
is. God’s act of creation was an outpouring of God’s love – in a sense, the universe is God’s dynamic love condensed into physical form. God created with intention and purpose, through processes
that science can glimpse but will likely never fully understand. God created good. And God created
for good, and for community and for wholeness and for peace: what our Jewish friends call
“shalom” and our Muslim neighbors call “salaam.” God blessed creation and still blesses it. Our
Lord God of heaven and earth continues to reveal holy creativity in new and surprising ways.

To ponder

Does knowing Genesis was probably not written by Moses diminish it’s value as Scripture to
you? Why or why not?
 How do you see who God is demonstrated in creation and in the creation stories? Do the stories give us different insights into God’s nature?
 How do you understand the “seven days” of the first creation story (Genesis 1)?
 As a Christian, how do you think about faith’s relationship to modern science?


Join Us

Join us for an online discussion of the stories of creation on Thursday, October 27, at 6:00 pm.
The Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682261805?pwd=aWVmK3hmN3hQNytuZTUxU2lDcUUzQT09

World Communion Sunday (October 2) and Reformation Sunday (October 30)
For those attending worship via Zoom, please pr ovide your own br ead and cup. Simply have at hand
during worship any bread that you commonly enjoy and grape juice (or wine).
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Fall 2022 Sunday School
Our Fall Sunday School has
started, and we look forward to seeing children ages Pre-K through Grade 5 for Sunday School after the Children’s Sermon! Any older youth are more than
welcome to assist during Sunday
School with our lessons, games, and
activities!

CHURCH FAMILY BREAKFAST OCTOBER 2
Our entire church family is invited
to join the fun and fellowship as we gather in the
Social Hall PROMPTLY at 8:45 am for breakfast
on October 2. This is a wonderful way to stay in
touch and to grow together in our faith. Especially
if you have not attended a Church Family Breakfast in the past, come and discover all the excitement and savor the wonderful smells. Simply bring
a hearty appetite and a dish to share (if you are
able)! Following breakfast, we encourage families
to worship together at 10:00 am.

Coffee hours will be held immediately
following worship on October 2 and 23.
Valley Neighbors
CROP Hunger Walk – October 16
Please mark your calendars for the Valley
Neighbors CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday,
October 16! The CROP Hunger Walk is a
nationwide movement sponsored by Church World Service to
raise funds to end hunger and poverty. More details will be
shared soon (including our meeting location)!

Men’s Group – October 6
All men of the church are invited
to a monthly coffee and conversation get-together. We meet at
Tim Hortons at 9:00 am on the
first Thursday of each month,
strictly informal, no agenda, no dues, no rules
of order. Our next get-together will be on
October 6.

Sanctuary Flower Donations
We have openings for flower donations for November and
December Sunday services. If you would like to donate
sanctuary flowers in memory of loved ones or in honor of
someone, please contact our flower Deacon, Mitzi Lynch at
(243-5148 or danch78@gmail.com).Thank you.

From the Organ Bench
Singers and ringers! Another year
of praising God with our voices and
bells has begun! On Wednesday evenings ringers meet at 6:00 pm (in
the sanctuary) and singers at 7:30 pm (in the
choir room). Each rehearsal will last about one
hour. New singers and ringers are welcome!

Reusable shopping bags
with the CPC name and
logo are available in royal
blue, lime green, red,
and orange for only $2.00. Contact the
church office to get yours today!

Celebrate the Reformation with us on October 30
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In our worship on October 30, we will celebrate our commitment to be “Reformed and always being reformed by the Holy Spirit.”
In 1517, Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses – protesting the excesses of the Roman Catholic Church – onto the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther’s cry for reform was one of many that led to the
Protestant Reformation in Europe. Luther, a prolific hymn writer, penned
both the words and the music to the well-known hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is
Our God,” in 1529.
Not long after Protestant Reformation, in 1553, Mary Tudor rose to the
English throne, and the outspoken Scottish reformer John Knox felt compelled to leave the British Isles. After a time in Frankfurt, Knox joined a fellowship of religious refugees from across Europe who had thronged to Geneva. The Swiss city’s most famous resident, the French lawyer and humanist
John Calvin, was himself a Geneva immigrant. In Geneva, Calvin helped create an atmosphere welcoming to outsiders. A hospital was established for refugees, as well as an academy for their education. Knox ministered to a congregation of English-speaking refugees that met in the same auditorium
Martin Luther, preaching
where Calvin lectured, the Calvin
Auditory: a building still in use today for English worship. The bustling
mid-sixteenth century city reverberated with the multilingual theological
and political ideas of the Reformation. Knox marveled at his time in Geneva, calling it “the most perfect school of Christ that ever was in the
earth since the days of the apostles.”
Calvin’s emphasis on placing full trust in God, as opposed to any
earthly ruler, aimed to infuse Genevan life with gratitude and faith. He
hoped that the doctrine of salvation based on God’s grace would ease
the anxieties of a people living in an age of plague, war, and dislocation.
For Calvin and for Knox, growing in trust of God and love for God enJohn Calvin and John Knox, teaching
larged a community’s ability to respond to God’s call to compassion
and service. Knox returned to Scotland in 1559, preaching the Protestant ideas of the sovereignty of God, the
Lordship of Christ, and the election of believers for salvation and service.
Adult Forum – October 23 following worship in the Jane Ward Room

Michael Oberg
SUNY Geneseo Distinguished Professor of History
specializing in Native American Studies
On Sunday, October 23 at 11:15 am, Prof. Michael Oberg will give a presentation on
how the legacy of settlers’ first interactions with the indigenous peoples of this area
lives on in life and public policy today. Come enjoy Coffee Hour and participate in this learning opportunity.

If you would like to do some reading before the talk (or if you are not able to attend), take a look at this
article by Prof. Oberg: http://michaelleroyoberg.com/native-americans/treaty-day-1111/
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The John Vonglis CPC Dreams (27th Annual) Golf Tournament
The John Vonglis CPC Dreams Golf Tournament was held Sunday, September 18th at Old Hickory Country Club in Livonia. Thank you to all who
participated on and off the course! This was the fifteenth year that the
tournament has been named in John’s honor, and its proceeds –$3000 –
will be used to support two purposes important to him noted below as
well as for other mission purposes:
 $500 will be used for the upkeep of our “Field of Dreams,” our outdoor
pavilion area that John was instrumental in helping to build. (Our golf
tournament has supported the FOD since its inception and the fund remains the sole source of funding for the Field of Dreams.)
 The balance of $2500 will be used for furtherance of the endowment in
John’s name to support a scholarship for a CPC student in the area of agriculture or to support a CPC mission trip, reflecting two other areas that
were important to John.
Fifty-eight golfers and additional diners joined in the fun! The event was very successful
in bringing us together to remember John and raise monies in his honor. Pastor Nancy
was present to welcome everyone on behalf of CPC and to share all the good uses supported by the monies raised. Team, individual, and many raffle prizes were awarded.

Thanks to Bill, Andrew, James, Tom, and all the Vonglis family members and friends
for their help in making our tournament in John’s honor another great success! Thanks to
all of our hole sponsors and raffle prize donors: Andrew & Tammy Vonglis, Anne & Michael
Bishop, Avon Pumper Company, Bill & Loraine Vonglis, Chris & Mitzi Lynch, Craig & Sharon Bolesky, Mike Guenther Performance, Old Hickory Country Club, Genesee Lumber of
Lakeville (Eric Harrower), Power & Construction Group, Inc., Adria Machine and Tool, Inc.
(John Poloznik), and Tom Vonglis. Special thanks to our corporate sponsor Dixon Golf.
Special thanks to Craig Bolesky for preparing a hot dog lunch before tee-off and a delicious chicken barbecue following golf!! Thanks to Cathy Janson and Tommy Thompson for
their help in putting the dinners together in to-go containers! Finally, thanks to James
at Old Hickory for his flexibility on the golf course and providing clubhouse privileges.
Again...thanks to everyone for a great day of fellowship and giving!
Anne Bishop
Would You Like to Check Up on Your Giving?
Central is blessed by a very faithful and giving church family and is grateful for everyone’s
generous commitment. Because of your contributions, our congregation has been able to
support the work of Jesus Christ locally, regionally, and around the world. If you are interested in receiving a financial statement of your year-to-date personal giving, please
contact Anne Bishop (abishopny@gmail.com or 585-259-8282) and she will prepare it for
you. Thank you!
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100 Hats in 100 Days
We are on our way to reaching our goal of collecting 100 new
hats, gloves, mittens, or scarves by the first day of winter
(December 21st) to be donated to needy school children in the
Geneseo area. In 21 days, we have received 15 hats!
Join our Deacons in knitting, crocheting, or purchasing any of these items! We suggest you use
washable yarn for your project (acrylic, if possible). Adult and children sizes
are both needed!
What a great time to dust off your knitting needles or learn a new
skill! Need some easy, free patterns? See tincanknits.com or bhookedcrochet.com. If you have questions, contact Cathy Gardner at
cthgardner@gmail.com.
A collection box is located near the lift at the base of the parking lot steps.

The Geneseo/

News from the
Geneseo/Groveland
Emergency Food Pantry

The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry has
recently experienced its greatest demand
Food Pantry
since the worst of the pandemic – now inflation is a challenge for our neighbors most in
need. The number of individuals served by the Food Pantry has more than doubled as compared to last year. At
this time, the pantry is in particular need of chunky soups
with 7+ grams of protein, cake mixes (yellow or chocolate), and cereal. If you are able to stop by the Food Pantry when it is open, you are invited to bring in fresh fruits
and vegetables. Of course, monetary donations are always
welcome. Since God has so blessed you, be a blessing to
others.
Groveland

Emergency

To reach the Food Pantry directly call 585-991-8220.

Food Pantry in Need of Volunteers
The Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry is looking for volunteers
on Tuesdays and Thursdays (10 am -12 pm and 12 pm -2 pm).
Volunteers are also needed to help with occasional Foodlink
deliveries. If you are interested or would like more information,
please contact the Food Pantry directly at 585-991-8220. Thank
you!

LECTORS NEEDED!
As we welcome
the fall season, it
is time to revisit
our needs for
Sunday morning
worship.
The
Worship
Commission is looking for church
members and friends to serve as
Sunday morning lectors. Experienced and new readers are welcome - this is a wonderful way to
participate in our church service.
When you volunteer, the texts
and bulletin will be provided to
you with plenty of time to prepare for worship.
Please contact Amy Geiser-Getz
(amyglenn4@msn.com) if you
are interested or would like
more information.

Wunderbar! It’s Oktoberfest!
Sehr gut! It’s October already, meaning it’s time for our Annual Oktoberfest!
Wann: 5 pm Saturday, October 22
Wo:
62 Second Street, Geneseo
Warum: Because this traditional German festival is about coming together
for conversation, fun, and fellowship
Dishes to be shared: Bring an appetizer or dessert (if you are able)
RSVP by October 19 to Jeff & Gretchen Crane (243-2124, cranefamily94@gmail.com)
Let us know what you will be bringing (an appetizer or dessert) when you RSVP.
Would you like to attend but need a ride to this celebration? Please contact the church office.
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Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness
(Peacemaking) Offering − October 2
On Sunday, October 2, we will be receiving the annual
Presbyterian Peace and Global Witness Offering (formerly
known as the Peacemaking Offering) as a way of continuing the ancient Christian practice of sharing what we have with brothers & sisters in need..
The Peace and Global Witness Offering supports the efforts of Presbyterians through their congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the denominational Presbyterian Mission Agency to work for peace by assisting to transform cultures of violence into communities of peace. If you would like to contribute, please place
your offering in the special envelopes (found in the narthex), write a check (indicate “Peacemaking” on the
memo line), or give online. A full 25% of the offering you give stays at CPC to support peacemaking ministries; in the past these funds have been used to underwrite our classes to learn more about Islam and our
youth’s service in the community.

Visiting Pastors in October
Pastor Nancy will be on leave from October 9 - 16.
Emergency pastoral care will be provided by the Rev.
Carin Farmer, pastor of Avon Central Presbyterian
Church. Rev. Farmer can be reached at (585) 7383274.

On October 9, the Rev. Nathan Mochizuki
will fill the CPC pulpit.
On October 16, the Rev. Bruce Boak
will be leading worship.
Rev. Nathan Mochizuki

Join us in person or online for worship.

Rev. Bruce Boak

From Your Session
Your Session has hit the ground running as this Fall season kicks off.
 Several upgrades to the church property have been approved, among them repairing the front
steps, rebuilding a portion of the exit driveway, and repairing the steeple that had been damaged in June’s windstorm.
 The Advocacy & Action Commission reports that Cultures Learning TOGETHER has been reenergized, and will be inviting the congregation to participate in several upcoming activities.
 As COVID subsides, the Session has relaxed restrictions that had been imposed: Church Family Breakfasts and in-person Coffee Hours have resumed, the entrance doors are left unlocked
when the office is staffed, and for the first time since March, 2020, the Session plans to hold
their October meeting face-to-face.
 Through it all, CPC’s contributors have remained steadfast with their giving. Our finances are
in good shape, as attested to by the 2021 Audit Report, which noted some procedural shortcomings, but no fiscal irregularities.
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Pop Tabs to Benefit Ronald McDonald House
The Advocacy and Action Commission is spearheading the collection of pop tabs (those little tabs that
are pulled to open soda, soup, and other aluminum
cans) in our congregation. The funds generated help
to support the Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Rochester.
Tabs may now be dropped off at CPC! A collection
box labeled Pop Tabs is located in the narthex.
Other collection sights are located at Nickel
Back Redemption Center on Court Street in Geneseo, the
Livonia Redemption Center in Lakeville, the Town of
Geneseo Transfer Station, and the Geneseo Town Hall on
Millennium Drive.

Day of the Dead Celebration – October 29
Central Presbyterian Church and Cultures Learning
TOGETHER have been partnering to nurture cultural
understanding and to foster a sense that we truly are
all neighbors. Together we have been learning, and
such learning helps us to value our differences, respect
our traditions, and encourage our participation in our
community.
With this in mind, TOGETHER is inviting the members
and friends of CPC to a Potluck Party to celebrate Día
de Muertos (Day of the Dead).

Day of the Dead, celebrated on November 1-2, is a holiday during which families pay respect to their deceased relatives in a loving and often humorous
way. The festival includes a variety of traditional food, drinks, and activities. Mexico, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Filipinas, and Haiti all share Día de Muertos celebrations.
Try the traditional Mexican hot chocolate and pan de muerto (dead bread), learn about the tradition
of creating ofrendas (altars), and enjoy a touch of Halloween with our children dressed in their favorite costumes.
When: Saturday, October 29
Time:
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Where: Central Presbyterian Church – Fellowship Hall
Please bring a dish to share. Please RSVP in the Church Office before October 21.
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Free Spanish
Lessons

from our partners at
Cultures
Learning
TOGETHER

GET INFO & REGISTER
https://pbygenval.org/presbytery-fellowship/
Registration Deadline: October 6

VINTAGE SCHOOLHOUSE PLASTIC CHAIRS
AVAILABLE FOR A DONATION!
If interested, contact Tom Wilson at
twilson1335@gmail.com

Cultures Learning TOGETHER is offering free beginning
Spanish lessons to members
and friends of our congregation. Lessons will be held
Mondays from 4:30-6:00 pm
in Fellowship Hall, beginning on October 17. The
classes are low-pressure and
focus on conversational
Spanish. If you are interested
or would like more information, please contact Pastor
Nancy.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)
Your gifts provide core funding for the work of PDA, enabling immediate
response to national and international disasters and strengthening ongoing
work such as training and development, refugee ministry, and response to
disasters that do not receive media attention.
You can give online through the CPC website, online through the PDA website (pda.pcusa.org) or by writing a check to CPC and indicate PDA on the
memo line.
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Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, New York 14454
(585) 243-0669

Please provide articles for the next Church Mouse
to the office no later than October 20, 2022.
CHURCH MOUSE MAILING

We are happy to provide those who do not have an
email address with a printed copy of the Church
Mouse. Just contact the church office at office@cpcgeneseo.org or 243-0669 and give us
your name and address.
OCTOBER 2

Daily Bread Devotional Guides

October 30

OCTOBER 2

Daily Bread Devotional Guides for September/October/November are available in the narthex.
If you would like one mailed to you, please contact
the church office. You can also read the Daily Devotionals online by going to https://odb.org/ and
clicking on Today’s Devotional (Read Now).

Central Presbyterian Church

31 Center Street

Church Office: Tues. – Thurs.: 9:00 am to noon
Telephone: (585) 243-0669
Email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Music email: cpcgeneseomusic@gmail.com

Geneseo, NY 14454
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
Email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Emergency phone number: (585) 208-7606
Web: www.cpcgeneseo.org

