Pentecost by Madeline Geiser-Getz

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
DAY OF PENTECOST
PRELUDE
Silent prayer
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MAY 31, 2020

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine
Mercy arr. Gordon Young
Spirit of Life – fill our emptiness with your fullness.
Spirit of Power – stir our hearts afresh.
Spirit of Love – touch us, and through us, our neighbor.
Spirit of Creativity – empower us with the gifts you have given.
Spirit of God, eternal and holy – draw us ever deeper into Christ’s realm.
Though Christ, Lord of all, we pray. Amen.
— GATHERING —

CALL TO WORSHIP ~ Litany for Pentecost based on Ephesians 1:1-14
Pastor: Let us be called to worship by these words of Paul, an emissary of Jesus the Anointed One, directly
commissioned as Christ’s representative by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus and Geneseo and
Livonia and Lakeville and Groveland and Piffard, faithful in Jesus the Anointed.
People: May God the Father and the Lord Jesus, the Christ, surround us with grace and peace.
Pastor: Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who even now grants us every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly realms where we are at home in Christ – not because of anything we have done, but because
of what Christ has done for us.
People: God chose us to be in a relationship with him even before God laid out plans for this world. God wanted
us to live holy lives free from sin, lives of clear and remarkable love.
Pastor: God intended us to be adopted as God’s children through the covenant Christ Jesus began in Christ’s own
sacrificial life. This was God’s joyful pleasure and God’s will for us: that for no other reason than God’s
own grace, God freely gives us the gift of Christ.
People: Now God has given us the light of the Holy Spirit, so that we can know the great mystery at the center
of God’s will. God’s joyful pleasure now is to bring all things – both in heaven and on earth – together
in Christ’s realm of love, that we share right now.
Pastor: In Christ we stand to inherit even more. As God’s heirs, we are predestined to play a key role in God’s
unfolding purpose that is energizing everything to conform to the Lord’s will. Your life is marked with
God’s seal. This is none other than the Holy Spirit who was promised as the guarantee and down payment
of the full inheritance we will receive.
People: We will live in a way that brings God honor and praise. To God be all praise and glory!
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HYMN

Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading

Njoo Kwetu, Roho Mwema

— THE WORD —
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES ~ John 14:15-17
FROM THE GREEK SCRIPTURES ~ Acts 2:1-24, 32-33, 36-39
SERMON

Naming the Spirit

The Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
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— GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND TO THE WORD —
ANTHEM

Come, Holy Spirit, Like the Wind
Chancel Choir

John Carter

Come, Holy Spirit, like the wind. Blow, Holy Spirit, on the waters of my soul.
Come, Holy Spirit, like a flame. Burn, Holy Spirit, in the darkness of my heart.
Come, Holy Spirit, like the rain. Fall, Holy Spirit, on the desert of my life.
Come, Holy Spirit, like a dove. Soar, Holy Spirit, on the wings of love and peace.
CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Call to Confession
Stating What We Have Done
People: Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon the gathered disciples, creating open ears, bold tongues,
and a new community of faith. We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us. We
do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live as a people made one
in Christ.
(Moment of silence for personal confession)
Pastor: Loving and nurturing God,
People: have mercy on us. Transform our timid lives by the power of your Spirit, and fill us with a flaming
desire to be your faithful people, doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Response

The Lone, Wild Bird

Assurance of Pardon
Pastor: And hear the good news… …In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Let all the people say:
People: Thanks be to God!

Prospect
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Response

To God Be the Glory

To God Be the Glory

To God be the glory; great things he has done! So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, and opened the lifegate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord: let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, and give God the glory: great things he has done!
THE PEACE
Pastor: Since we have been forgiven in Christ,… …The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Greet those with you with signs of forgiveness and of Christ’s peace.
(You are invited to share with one another words and signs
of God’s peace, welcome, and forgiveness.)
HYMN

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

Bridegroom

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: God, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Pastor: People of God…
People: God’s Spirit is with us.

...The Lord is here.
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Pastor: Open your hearts to the joy of God's presence.
People: We open our hearts to receive the Lord.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Blessed are you, O God our creator. By your Word all things came into being, and with your breath you
give us life.
People: The fullness and rich diversity in which your love is shown still delights and amazes us.
Pastor: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, with the prophets and apostles, and with
all the faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Response

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus (Pavlechko)

Pastor: Blessed are you, O Christ, Word made flesh, who came among us as prophet, brother, and savior, to teach,
to feed, and to heal: to lift up the ones who falter and to call the powerful to righteousness.
People: Now we listen for your Word through the voice of your Spirit, watching for the day when you will return
in glory to reign.
Pastor: Remembering all your goodness and grace that you continue to lavish on us, Eternal Creator, and
remembering Jesus’ sacrifice for us, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Response

Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen

Memorial Acclamation

Pastor: Blessed are you, O Spirit, poured out on us and on all your people to open our hearts, to pray within us,
and to teach us the boldness of the confidence we have in Christ Jesus. By your Spirit, help us in our
weakness and help those whom we name before you… … Encourage and empower us always to live
according to your will.
People: We offer ourselves to you with gratitude as we share this joyful feast. May we be faithful servants with
Christ, tending the earth and caring for one another until that day when everyone sees your kingdom
come.
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Pastor: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours,
almighty God, now and forever.
Response

Amen

Amen (Pavlechko)

Words of Institution ~ The Breaking of the Bread and the Pouring of the Cup
Pastor: We praise you for the obedience of Jesus, who on the night he was betrayed took bread, gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his followers, saying,
People: “Take and eat; this is my body.”
Pastor:

We praise you for the obedience of Jesus, who on the night he was betrayed took the cup, gave thanks,
poured it out, and gave it to his followers, saying,
People: “Take and eat; this is my body.”
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious God, may we who have received your very presence in this sacrament live in the unity of your Spirit,
that together we may reflect your glory and share the gifts of your love, your joy, and your peace with all the
world. We pray in the name of Christ Jesus; Amen.
— SENDING —
HYMN

I Come With Joy

Dove of Peace
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Come Holy Ghost

Veni, Creator Spiritus
Setting by Roger C. Wilson

Silent Prayer: As the postlude is played, you are invited silently to reflect on God’s word to you and to pray,
perhaps using the words of this prayer by Joanna Harader:
Holy One, for all of the ways you speak to us –
in rushing wind, in dancing flames,
in words we understand,
and in all that transcends language,
we give thanks.
Give us courage to speak your love, everywhere we go,
to everyone we meet. Amen.
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
Pastor
Director of Music

Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Lowmaster
A. David Hurd

CONTACTING THE CHURCH AND THE PASTOR
Central Presbyterian Church
31 Center Street
Geneseo, NY 14454
Church telephone: 585-243-0669
Emergency pastoral care: 585-208-7606
Church office email: office@cpcgeneseo.org
Pastor’s email: pastor@cpcgeneseo.org
Church website: www.cpcgeneseo.org

Worshiping with thanks
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Serving with love

